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CONSTRUCTION TIP SHEET:
RESIDENTIAL SAFETY GLAZING
This Tip Sheet reflects code requirements of the Maine Uniform Building and Energy Code (MUBEC)
Note- The intent of this Tip Sheet is to provide a general understanding of
the code requirements and does not address the subject in great detail.
Safety Glazing Markings:
Where safety glazing is required, each pane must be provided with a manufacturer’s label defining the
type of glass and safety glazing standard to which it complies. The label must be permanently etched,
fired, or embossed, on the glass or be a type that once applied cannot be removed without being
destroyed.
Safety Glazing Required Locations:
1. Glazing in Doors: Safety glazing is required in fixed and operable panels of swinging, sliding, and
bifold doors. Safety glazing is not required in a door if the glazed openings do not allow the
passage of a three (3) inch sphere, or the glazing in the door is decorative.
2. Glazing Adjacent to Doors: Glazing adjacent to doors is required in the following locations if the
bottom edge of the glazing is less than sixty (60) inches above the walking surface: Within twentyfour (24) inches of either side of the door if glazing is in the same plane as the door, or if glazing
is in a wall perpendicular to the door within twenty-four (24) inches on the hinge side of an inswing
door. Safety glazing is not required if there is an intervening wall or permanent barrier between
the door and the glazing.

3. Glazing in Windows: Safety glazing in windows is required if the individual panel meets all of the
following requirements:
I.
Exposed area of the individual panel is greater than nine (9) square feet.
II.
The bottom edge of the glazing is less than eighteen (18) inches from the floor.
III.
The top edge of the glazing is more than thirty-six (36) inches above the floor.
IV.
There is a walking surface within thirty-six (36) inches, measured horizontally, from the
glazing.

Exceptions:
i. Decorative glazing.
ii. Where a horizontal rail capable of resisting fifty (50) pounds per lineal foot of
force without making contact with the glass is installed on the accessible side of
the glazing thirty-four to thirty-eight (34-38) inches above the walking surface.
4. Glazing in Railings and Guards: All glazing in guards and railings, including structural baluster
panels and nonstructural in-fill panels, is required to be safety glazing.
5. Glazing and Wet Surfaces: Glazing in walls, enclosures, or fences around showers, bathtubs, pools,
hot tubs, spas, saunas, and steam rooms where the bottom edge of the glazing is less than sixty
(60) inches from the standing or walking surface is required to be safety glazing. Safety glazing is
not required where the glazing is more than sixty (60) inches, horizontally, from the edge of the
water.

6. Glazing Adjacent to Bottom Stair Landings: Glazing adjacent to the landing at the bottom of a
stairway where the glazing is less than thirty-six (36) inches above the landing and within a sixty
(60) inch horizontal arc from the bottom tread must be safety glazing.

7. Glazing Adjacent to Stairs and Ramps: Glazing where the bottom edge is less than thirty-six (36)
inches above the plane of the adjacent walking surface of stairways, ramps, and landings between
stair flights and ramp runs, must be safety glazing.

Exceptions:
I.
Where a horizontal rail capable of resisting 50 pounds per lineal foot of force without
making contact with the glass is installed on the accessible side of the glazing thirtyfour to thirty-eight (34-38) inches above the walking surface.
II.
Glazing more than thirty-six (36) inches horizontally from the walking surface is not
required to be safety glazing.

