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CONSTRUCTION TIP SHEET: 
RESIDENTIAL EMERGENCY EGRESS OPENINGS  

This Tip Sheet reflects code requirements of the Maine Uniform Building and Energy Code (MUBEC) 
Note- The intent of this Tip Sheet is to provide a general understanding of 
the code requirements and does not address the subject in great detail. 

 
Code Language: 
R310.1 Emergency escape and rescue opening required. 
Basements, habitable attics and every sleeping room shall have not less than one operable emergency 
escape and rescue opening. Where basements contain one or more sleeping rooms, an emergency escape 
and rescue opening shall be required in each sleeping room. Emergency escape and rescue openings shall 
open directly into a public way, or to a yard or court that opens to a public way. Exception: Storm shelters 
and basements used only to house mechanical equipment not exceeding a total floor area of 200 square 
feet (18.58 m ). 
 
Explanation of Code Language: 
Since so many fire deaths occur as a result of occupants being asleep in a residential building during a fire, 
the code requires that all basements, habitable attics and sleeping rooms have windows or doors that 
may be used for emergency escape or rescue. The requirement for emergency escape and rescue 
openings in sleeping rooms exists because a fire will usually have spread before the occupants are aware 
of the problem, and the normal exit channels may be blocked. The requirement for basements and 
habitable attics exists because they are so often used as sleeping rooms. A fire in a mechanical room 
adjacent to a stairway could engulf the only means of egress for the basement without the egress window 
or door. 
Openings required for emergency escape or rescue must be located on the exterior of the building so that 
rescue can be performed from the exterior and so that occupants may escape through that opening to 
the exterior of the building without having to travel through the building itself. Therefore, where openings 
are required, they should open directly into a public street, public alley, yard or court. After the occupants 
pass through the emergency escape and rescue opening, their continued egress is essential. Where a 
basement contains sleeping rooms and a habitable space, an emergency escape and rescue opening is 
required in each sleeping room, but is not required in adjoining areas of the basement. 
 
Code Language: 
R310.2.1 Minimum opening area. 
Emergency and escape rescue openings shall have a net clear opening of not less than 5.7 square feet 
(0.530 m ). The net clear opening dimensions required by this section shall be obtained by the normal 
operation of the emergency escape and rescue opening from the inside. The net clear height opening shall 
be not less than 24 inches (610 mm) and the net clear width shall be not less than 20 inches (508 mm). 
Exception: Grade floor or below grade openings shall have a net clear opening of not less than 5 square 
feet (0.465 m ). 



 
 
R310.2.2 Window sill height. 
Where a window is provided as the emergency escape and rescue opening, it shall have a sill height of not 
more than 44 inches (1118 mm) above the floor; where the sill height is below grade, it shall be provided 
with a window well in accordance with Section R310.2.3. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Figure R310.2.1 
EMERGENCY ESCAPE AND RESCUE WINDOW 


