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ITEMS OF INTEREST
The 2016 tax season resulted in LA CA$H
and AARP tax aide volunteers serving

2,661 individuals!
Nearly $30 million dollars in refunds have been claimed for L-A area
residents since 2004.
In the 2016 tax season alone, IRS-certified volunteer tax preparers
facilitated $3,508,000 in Federal and State refund claims.
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LA CA$H Site Coordinator KC Geiger has served in that role since the 2005 tax
season. KC is retiring as site coordinator to devote more time to other interests,
traveling, and family. He will continue with the program as a volunteer in the
coming year. At the annual banquet, Geiger was presenting with a proclamation
from Lewiston Mayor Macdonald praising his integrity, professionalism, and
sacrificial giving of time over the last 12 years.
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Summer Fun is Around the Corner
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City Administrator

Edward A. Barre

CITY COUNCIL ADOPTS Fiscal Year 2017 MUNICIPAL BUDGET --

Most Homeowners to See Tax Cut

On April 26th, the City Council adopted the Fiscal Year 2017 municipal budget, and it
contains some good news for homeowners in Lewiston. Overall and excluding schools, the
tax rate required to support city services is projected to drop by 9 cents. City spending will
increase less than 1%, while non-property tax revenues will increase about 4%, more than
offsetting the expenditure rise. This is the first time since the great recession that the City’s
non-property tax revenues have noticeably increased, reflecting improved automobile excise
taxes and higher state revenue sharing due to strong state income and sales tax receipts.
In other areas, the budget includes a 4 cent tax rate increase for the County (spending the
City has no direct control over) and a projected 22 cent rate increase for the School
Department.
On a combined basis, the City’s tax rate is anticipated to increase by 17 cents, or 0.6%.
In spite of this small increase, the majority of residents who live in owner occupied homes
and who have applied for and received a homestead exemption will see their actual property
tax bills go down because the exemption will increase next year from the current $9,100 to
$13,650. If you live in a median priced home in Lewiston (assessed at $97,000), you will
save over $110 on your property tax bill next year, a reduction of 4.6%. If your property is
assessed at $150,000, you will save about $100, or 2.6%. Properties valued at up to
$700,000 will see decreases next year, with the percentage savings decreasing as property
values increase.
(Note: Subsequent to Council approval of the School budget, it failed to be approved at a
validation referendum. As a result, the figures presented above may change.)
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AGREEMENT IN CONCEPT REACHED FOR CITY TO ACQUIRE CANAL SYSTEM
Recent discussions between the City and Brookfield White Pine Hydro, LLC have resulted in a
draft term sheet which would achieve a long held goal of the City – acquisition of the Lewiston Canal System. The major terms include:


Brookfield will transfer ownership in the canal system to the City;



The City will retain its current water rights, and Brookfield will recognize that the water
can be used for power generation and other purposes, such as recreation;



The City will not be required to undertake any repair work on the canals, although such
work may be required in the future to maintain appropriate water levels;



Brookfield will applying to remove the canal system from its Federal Energy Regulation
Commission (FERC) license;



Brookfield has offered, at no cost to the City, to allow the City to use Brookfield’s
consulting firm to prepare a draft application to FERC for delicensing the Upper A
generating facility. Once the FERC delicensing application is prepared and ready for
submission, the City can evaluate whether to proceed with abandoning the license or
not.

This draft term sheet will allow the City to fulfill the goals it has pursued over more than
seven years of discussions: gaining ownership of the canals so that they can be aesthetically
improved to support Riverfront Island’s economic development and limiting the costs to the
City of such acquisition. However, this potential agreement goes further. It will allow the
City to retain its current water rights and would allow the City to use the water for both
generation and other purposes, potentially including recreation.
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Economic & Community Development
Lincoln Jeﬀers, Director

New Downtown Mixed Use Development
The City has received a Purchase and Sale offer from Szanton Monks Properties LLC to
acquire 159 -177 Lisbon Street. This land has been vacant since an arson fire in 2006. The
City acquired this real estate on January 30, 2015 in exchange for a parking lot located at
the corner of Canal and Ash Streets, behind the McGilicuddy building. In addition to the five
lots owned by the City, the developer will also purchase two additional lots to fill the vacant
space between the Professional Building and Centreville Plaza building.
Szanton intends to construct a mixed-income, mixed-use building on the site. The sale is
contingent upon Szanton being successful in its application for Low Income Housing Tax
Credits for which they will apply later this year. The project is still early in the conceptual
phase, but plans call for retail space along the majority of the Lisbon Street frontage with
three-stories of apartments above. The project will likely have a total of 63 one-bedroom
apartments with a mix of market rate and workforce housing. The basement level space
below the retail will be used for dedicated tenant storage, fitness room, coin-op laundry
room, and property management offices. The Canal Street Alley side of the building will
have five stories of apartments.
Parking for the facility will be in the Centreville Garage, with Szanton including one parking
space per apartment as part of the rent. Szanton wishes to enter into a long-term lease for
those parking spaces, paying the market rate.
Nathan Szanton presented the current concept designs for the project to the Planning Board
on April 11th. The Planning Board voted 7-0 to send a favorable recommendation to the City
Council regarding the disposition of 159-177 Lisbon Street. The City Council approved the
purchase and sale at their April 19th meeting. The project is expected to go the Planning
Board for site plan approval in late spring. The project will also be back before the council in
June for approval of a 15-year 50% Tax Increment Financing program and the allocation of
$325,000 in HOME funds to assist in construction of this $15 million project.
The City has had a positive experience with the Szanton Company. They were the
developer and are the owner of The Lofts at Bates Mill, which is a 48-unit mixed income
housing project in the Bates Mill complex, that leased up ahead of schedule and has run at
full occupancy with a waiting list other than short-term vacancies between tenants ever
since.
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If approved by the Planning Board, and upon receiving approval for the Low Income
Housing Tax Credits, the project could begin construction as early as next summer. The site
is currently home to the sculpture “Lewiston Rattle”. Assembled on this site last year, the
artist indicated his willingness to move the sculpture when development is proposed for the
site. A new site will be selected for the sculpture.
New Independent Book Store Opens Downtown
On April 22nd, Courtney Schlachter opened the doors to her new
bookstore, Quiet City. Located on the second floor of 277 Lisbon
Street above Paul’s Clothing, Quiet City offers an intimate space
for finding new and used books, local authors, and artwork. A
native to the Lewiston area, Schlachter was inspired to open her
own store while working for a bookstore in Texas. Once she and
her family moved back to Maine, Schlachter began planning and
searching for an ideal space to open a small store. The location
of Quiet City on the second floor of 277 Lisbon Street is across
the hall from Downtown Handmade and Vintage and the Hive
artist’s collective which also reopened here in early April. The
presence of these shops adds to the commercial energy of the
building that is also home to Paul’s Clothing, L-A Bushido
Academy of Martial Arts, Major Cuts, and several office spaces.
Quiet City is open Tuesday through Thursday 9:00 am – 2:30 pm
and Friday and Saturday 10:00 am - 6:00 pm.
CDBG Budget Approved
Lewiston will receive $792,380 in Community Development Block Grant Funds in Federal Fiscal Year 2016, which coincides with Lewiston’s FY 17 budget. On May 3rd, the City Council
approved the CDBG budget as recommended by the Citizen Advisory Committee (CAC).
Funding will be used to support administration and planning, housing, infrastructure and
social service agencies. Funding for Social Service Agencies is capped by HUD
regulations at 15% of the combined total of the new grant plus the prior year’s program
income. This year’s cap is $153,764. Historically, Lewiston has funded approximately 5%
below the cap to insure program requirements are met. The CAC recommended funding 13
social service agencies for a combined total of $149,514, which is 2.8% below the cap.
Included in this category is $57,581 to fund a front line position in Lewiston’s General
Assistance office (GA), which, per HUD rules, must be funded under the agency category.
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In addition to Lewiston’s GA office, the following agencies will receive funding:


Tree Street Youth-Afterschool Enrichment-$10,440



Trinity Jubilee – Food Pantry- $5,554



Healthy Androscoggin-Resident Education- $24,237



Tedford Housing – Supportive Services - $4,109



Literacy Volunteers – Workplace Literacy - $2,430



New Beginnings-Youth Education & Support - $4,047



Safe Voices- Androscoggin Justice Project - $2,808



Veteran’s Inc. – Increasing support for Vets - $3,894



Head Start – Childcare - $6,156



Seniors Plus – Living Independently - $8,550



Lewiston Adult Ed. – Work Readiness - $9,956



Trinity Jubilee – Day Shelter - $7,763
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Fire

Chief Paul LeClair

This winter’s modest snowfall, below normal precipitation, and above
normal temperatures in the early spring months set the stage for the
high risk of grass, brush, and forest fires. Firefighters responded to
several of these fires and were able to extinguish them fairly quickly,
preventing major damage.
Please Remember BURN PERMITS
Prior to having an open, outside fire (burn), you must obtain a burn
permit from the Lewiston Fire Department. Burn permits are
issued on a daily basis depending on the Class Day as determined by
the State Fire Marshal’s Office. Contact the fire station in your
district the day that you would like to burn. If burning is allowed in the
city that day, the district truck will meet you at the burn site, inspect
the area for safety and the materials being burned and will issue the
permit on site.

WINDY DAY!
Saturday, April 16th
106 Webster Street
Crews responded to a
reported grass fire next to a
building that was soon out of
control due to windy and dry
condi ons. The cause was
inappropriate burning of
leaves. The fire was
ex nguished quickly with no
damage to the nearby
structure.

WINDY WEATHER CONTINUES
The windy weather con nued on Sunday, April 24th. Two separate fires were reported, one at
16 St. Patrick Avenue, the other as 132 Winter Street (Sunny Side Park). Photos of both can be
viewed on the next page.
The St. Patrick Avenue fire call came in as a woods fire behind a neighborhood residence. The fire
spread quickly and burnt approximately one and a half acres before being brought under control.
No structure damage was reported. The cause of this fire was a juvenile playing with a lighter near
a pile of leaves. (Top photo next page)

10

St. Patrick Avenue Fire

132 Winter Street
Sunny Side Park
Crews were s ll ba ling the
woods fire at St. Patrick Ave.
when a call came for another
woods fire. Auburn Fire was
called in for Mutual Aid to
assist in ex nguishing the
woods fire that quickly burnt
approximately one and a half
acres before being brought
under control. The fire
remains under inves ga on.
(pictured right)

Sunny Side Park Fire
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School Superintendent Bill Webster

Lewiston Public Schools
School Budget
Late in April, the City Council unanimously voted to support a school budget reduced by $192,000,
which was added by the School Committee on April 4th to fund a library ed tech position and three
teaching positions in order to meet any unplanned enrollment surge. The budget approved by the
Council was, in effect, the budget that was presented on March 29th, which results in local taxes
equal to the minimum required local share to receive full State educational subsidy. Failure to raise
the minimum required local share would result in a devastating reduction in state subsidy roughly
equal to the loss of $2.50 in State subsidy for every $1 not raised locally. This reduction required
the School Committee to meet to reduce the budget expenditure articles accordingly.
On May 10th, voters rejected the school budget by a vote of 373-367. The School Committee is
working on a revised budget, which is expected to be considered by the School Committee and the
City Council on May 23rd and 24th respectively. A second school budget validation election will likely
be held on June 14th.
Informing the Public – Budget Vote and New School Vote
The US Postal Service has distributed a flyer to every Lewiston household. The flyer provided
information about the May 10th budget validation referendum.
The flyer also covers the June 14th referendum vote on whether or not to construct a new
elementary school in Franklin Pasture and relocate the existing main athletic fields to other sites
behind the High School. This ballot will include two questions, which are abbreviated here:
Shall the City construct a new elementary school and issue bonds not to exceed $49,749,244
and to fund the balance of project with previously approved bonds totaling $740,000 and
grants and donations of $291,000? [Note: Under state law the annual debt service costs on
the $49.7 million bonds will be offset by increases in State subsidy.]
If Question 1 is approved, shall the City issue additional bonds and notes in an amount not to
exceed $2,151,360 to (1) expand the capacity of the gymnasium to regulation size for the
Project, (2) fully air condition the building to allow the Project to be utilized for summer
school programs for residents throughout the City; and (3) install an artificial turf surface on
the baseball /field hockey field that will be relocated as part of the project?
There will be two informational meetings on the new school –
Tuesday, June 7th, 6:30 pm, Martel Elementary
Wednesday, June 8th, 6:30 pm, Longley Elementary
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New Longley Assistant Principal
I am pleased that the School Committee has approved my nomination of Sarah Rent, currently the
Assistant Director of Special Education, to be the Assistant Principal at Longley Elementary School
effective July 1, 2016. Jana Mates, present Longley Assistant Principal, was previously named
Farwell Principal effective July 1, 2016.
Star Academy
Last week Acting DOE Commissioner Bill Beardsley signed the agreement under which Lewiston will
receive $800,000 to fund the purchase of curriculum, equipment and professional development
support for Star Academy. This program is designed for students who have completed 8th grade but
are not proficient. These students have the highest probability of dropping out of high school. The
goal is to accelerate students through 2 grade levels (8th-9th) in one school year. Students are then
able to rejoin peers in 10th grade with successful completion. The program uses a CTE / STEM
approach and is specifically designed for 80 students per cohort with 20 students per classroom –
Math, Science, ELA and Social Studies. The Academy will be housed in the Armory, and we have
been working out the details with the City. In addition, educators have been selected for the five
positions budgeted.

Tweets and Facebook Entries - Follow me on Twitter @LewistonSuper or on Facebook at
Lewiston Public Schools Superintendent.
4‐21‐16

4‐20‐16
4‐19‐16
4‐15‐16

4‐14‐16

Blue Ribbon Commission named to reform public education funding & performance. Members
include LRTC Director Rob Callahan. [Update – You may have read that the irst meeting of the
Commission took place behind closed doors on Monday, 4/25. Subsequently the Governor and
his executive staff resigned from the Commission.]
At the CMCC Annual Dinner with awards including the President's Award to LHS teacher Pat
Blais for great BB coaching
Lewiston is thrilled to receive a Read for Success grant that puts 40 new books in every K‐2
classroom and will give 8 books to every K‐2 student at the end of school. We thank The Bingham
Trust for funding this wonderful program.
Congratulations to all the students in LRTC's Young Entrepreneurs Academy (YEA) who made
their pitches to an investment panel at the Chamber. 1st place winner was the business Rotten
Apple that ixes broken iPhone screens. Rotten Apple LHS entrepreneurs Kyle Morin and Reid
Pomerleau will be competing in the upcoming national competition. The investment panel also
fully funded PhoBoCo & Monique's Care Services. I had the privilege of mentoring Tom Jumper of
PhoBoCo, a photo booth business catering to proms, reunions and other special events.
Monique's in an on‐call nanny‐tutor service by EL's Monique Verrill.
Witnessed my irst Vocabulary Fashion Show by Mrs. Kearney's 4th grade class at McMahon
Elementary School. Very well done!

4‐13‐16

Maine State Board of Education just unanimously voted to support the concept plan and budget
for our new elementary school. Next step in process is June 14th public referendum vote.

4‐10‐16

One of Governor LePage's signature programs is the expansion of the Bridges program where a
cohort of students takes college credit courses in high school in combination with a program at a
technical center. This school year the Bridges program was instituted at LRTC and Edward Little
High School. Next year we will had a cohort of students at Lewiston High School
Another great crowd at the Chili Chowder Challenge to bene it Longley. Open until 8 pm!
Love the Longley Lion.

4‐5‐16
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Planning & Code EnforcementGil Arsenault, Director
Planning Board
On April 11th, the Board voted to send a
favorable recommendation to the City Council
for the disposition of 159, 163, 167, 171, and
177 Lisbon Street.
On April 25th, the Board voted to send an
unfavorable recommendation to the City Council
on a proposed amendment to the Zoning and
Land Use Code for the keeping of up to six
chickens in residential zoning districts on lots of
not less than 20,000 square feet developed with
single-family detached dwellings including
mobile homes on individual lots.

Enforcement Action
Two citations were issued and four properties
were condemned via the International Property
Maintenance Code (IPMC). As a result of IPMC
violations, a law suit was filed against the bank
owner of 120 Apple Road for the demolition of
the deteriorated single-family home on that
property.

Staff Review Committee
On April 28th, the Committee granted approval
to George Bouchles, on behalf of Michael and
Kelly Mathieu, to create a frontage right-of-way
for purposes of establishing legal frontage for
the existing developed lot at 90 No Name Pond
Road.

PERMIT ACTIVITY - April 2016


65 building permits with a reported value of
$421,388 – no new single-family homes
were permitted



14 plumbing permits



43 electrical permits

There were no major projects.

PERMIT ACTIVITY - April 2015
Historic Preservation
Review Board
On April 7th, the Board granted a certificate of
appropriateness to Chad Hall, the owner of the
After Hours Smoke Shop located at 25 Lisbon
Street, to install a wall sign.






46 building permits with a reported value of
$251,240 – no new single-family homes
were permitted
28 plumbing permits
39 electrical permits

There were no major projects.

15

Police
Calls For Service
Total CFS

04/2016

Vehicle Stops
Citations
Written Warnings
Verbal Warnings
Adult Arrests
Juvenile Arrests
Criminal Summonses
Narcotics Arrests
OUI Arrests
Parking Tickets

765

Fireworks Violations

0

Mike Bussiere, Chief

3,259
102
299
364
138
8
71
7
2
475

Training
As part of officers’ training, policies and
procedures are consistently reviewed. In
the month of April, the following SOPs were
studied:


Grievance Procedures



Harassment in the Workplace



Response to Resistance

Officers attended a training class regarding
Bicycle and Pedestrian Safety.

Recruitment
Lewiston Police Department was
represented at the LA Metropolitan
Chamber of Commerce Job Fair.
Several individuals discussed recruitment
and employment opportunities with officers

Enforcement
Residents of Lewiston were provided with
notifications regarding sex offenders
moving within the city.
A prostitution detail was implemented within
the city resulting in several arrests.
Residents’ concerns regarding motor
vehicles traveling at excessive rates of
speed were addressed.
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Community Events
Meetings attended, by Lewiston Police Department, during the month of March:
 Healthy Androscoggin
 Strategies for Youth
 Project Unite
 Masijudul Salaam Mosque
 Juvenile Justice Collaborative
 Androscoggin Community Collaborative
 New Mainer Community Collaborative
 Androscoggin Head Start board meeting
 World Refugee Day Planning, hosted at the Chamber of Commerce
 Community Partnerships for Protecting Children (CPPC)
 National Rx Drug Abuse Summit
 Family Justice Center Committee Meeting
 Central Maine Medical Center re: Crisis Intervention
 Healy Terrace Apartments Community Meeting

Officers of the Community Resource Team hosted “Coffee With A Cop” at Oak Park Apartments.
Special Olympics
Officers distributed awards to competitors of the Special Olympics swim meet and bowling event.
Officers attended and participated in the Ice-Out Plunge 2016; funds were raised for Special
Olympics.
In Our Schools
Officers performed as judges at the Montello School Science Fair.
Several officers attended D.A.R.E. graduations at McMahon and Montello.
For Safe Voices, officers participated in the
Celebrity Waiter fundraising event; the event
was hosted at the Sexual Assault Prevention
& Response Services site in Farmington.
Officers attended a luncheon hosted at
Meadowview Apartments.
Officers transported bikes to L-A Harley in
preparation for the upcoming season.
Several officers participated in the Muscular
Dystrophy Association Lock-Up event in an
effort to raise funds for MDA.

Officers volunteered at the Medicine Take Back Day.
589lbs of prescription medications were collected.
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Public Works

Dave Jones, Director

While the weather is still cool, the lack of snow this winter and spring coming early
this year helped Public Works get a jump on things.
Here is a summary of some of the work completed this month by Public Works:
Street/Road & Sidewalk Improvement
Projects
The Highway Division crews completed the
following:
 Responded to an April 7th storm with 50+

mph gusts knocking down trees and wires at
several locations;
 Had to deploy salt spreaders to respond to a

late spring slushy snow covering rural roads
April 26th;
 Sweeping sidewalks was completed April

15th - earlier than most years. Street
sweeping is underway with most of the
arterial and collector streets already done.
Side streets off Sabattus Street are being
done now, with Lisbon Street and Main
Street to follow;



Repaired manholes/catch basins at four
locations;

 InDaily litter patrol was active with help from

workfare folks;
 Cracks and damage to the skate park were

repaired and the Kennedy Park pool was
pumped out for washing before the season
begins.
 The crew also painted over graffiti at the

Franklin dugouts and six electrical boxes,
removed/repaired/cleaned and stored
sandboxes, and removed two lean-to camps
at Garcelon Bog;
 Responded to 192 Dig Safe stormwater

piping location requests.
Contracted projects status update:
 Our paving contractor (Crooker) reclaimed

1,700 LF of Greenwood Lane, and L.P.
Poirier installed underdrain and pulled some
pavement in preparation for paving the street;

 The paving Hot-Box was out patching pot-

holes throughout the month;
 The Arborist crew completed tree work at

four locations, including removing hazardous
trees, and prepared numerous flower beds
for planting (raking/preparing beds/
mulching);
 The crew also began the annual collection of

brush/blow-downs from the winter;
 The Traffic crew replaced signs along nine

streets and began painting arrow pavement
markings on Cedar Street, Lincoln Street,
Main Street (downtown), and Sabattus
Street;
 Miscellaneous work included grooming/

prepping athletic fields and cleaning dugouts
for fields and field events and tennis court
areas at the Franklin Pasture around the
high school;

 Oxford Street Rehabilitation is nearly

complete. There are punch list items
remaining and we will be addressing quality
issues with C.H. Stevenson;
 Lisbon Street Rehab (Chestnut to Main

Street) – The Lisbon Street Reconstruction
and Downtown Signalization project has
begun. The contractor has completed saw-
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cutting around the cobblestones and excavated
test pits for the CSO Work. Planned work this
month will include removing the cobblestones,
installing the storm drain, milling and shimming
the street;
 The Sabattus Street Signalization project

has been awarded to J Pratt Construction.
Construction of the project is scheduled to
being in May 2016;
 MTA Bridge and Mainline Improvements to

the Lewiston Interchange project continue
with CPM Constructors placing abutments for
the new bridge for the south-bound lanes;
 The 2nd phase of the Sabattus Street

Traffic Signal project was approved my
MDOT and is scheduled to take place during
the 2016 construction season;
 Pavement Management Program - Gorrill

Palmer Consulting Engineers completed a
draft of the Pavement Management Study,
and it is currently under review;
 Bartlett Street (MDOT) -- Right-of-Way

mapping is under review by MDOT. Once
approved, MDOT will begin the easement
and property acquisition process, which is
expected to take 8-10 months. The City will
continue with design in the meantime.

Water, Sewer, and Stormwater Division



Phase two of the Sabattus Street Water
Main Replacement was awarded to
Longchamps and Son’s, and the contractor
has begun installation of the main;



Vale Street Neighborhood CSO project –
The Vale Street Neighborhood has been
surveyed and design has begun for planned
CSO work scheduled to be bid in June 2016;



North Lisbon Road Storm Drain - GorrillPalmer had submitted the environmental
application to DEP and US Army Corps of
Engineers for review. The review process
could take up to 3 months. The project will
be advertised for construction once the
permits are approved;



Hart Brook Water Quality Restoration EPA and DEP have approved the work plan
to install a sub-surface stormwater treatment
system under Webster Street. The City has
signed a contract with DEP, and design will

Construction projects and studies update:


Completed the Kennedy Park Storm Drain
project, installing four catch basins and
underdrain to service the area behind the
skate park;



On Judy Street, installed three catch basins
and ~250 feet of under/storm drain pipe to
capture surface water and channel it to the
storm system. The trench was paved and
lawns restored;
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begin this spring. Construction is expected to
take place this fall or next spring;


Main Street CSO Separation and Sewer
Rehabilitation - Longchamps and Sons, Inc.
was awarded the contract at a bid price of
$144,000. Construction will begin in early
May and must be completed by June 14,
2016 (in time for the MDOT paving project on
Main Street, slated to start July 1). The
project includes new storm drain that will
separate five catch basins in front of Marden’s
and three new sanitary sewer manholes that
will allow the sewer to be lined in the future;

 MS4 Stormwater Permit (see pics) - As part

of our Stormwater Permit requirements with
DEP, the City held a catch basin stenciling
event on April 30th. Local girl scouts volunteered to paint stencils in front of catch basins
and distribute fliers aimed at raising awareness of stormwater pollution and reminding
people to think twice before using lawn
chemicals;
 Sewer Main Rehab: Engineering completed

reviewing available sewer inspection videos in
order to prioritize streets for a new lining
contract. Pipes on Hackett Street, Arkwright
Street, Cumberland Avenue, Androscoggin
Avenue, Coburn Street, Brigham Street,
Rideout Street, Leavitt Avenue, and Winter
Street are being replaced by the Sewer
Division this spring. For the lining candidates
on many other streets, a 2016 cure-in-place
lining contract will be advertised in June;


Tall Pines Pump Station - Design work has
begun for the next pump station replacement
on Tall Pines Drive, to be installed later this
year;



Hart Brook Sewer Repair – The City has
received the NRPA permit from DEP for repair
of the erosion problems in Hart Brook near
Goddard Road. A biological evaluation
related to Atlantic Salmon and Northern
Long-Eared Bats was submitted to the Army
Corps in February and we are waiting their
final permit to complete construction in July;



Dumont Avenue Water and Sewer Replacement: This project will replace the water and
sewer mains on Dumont Avenue. Gendron

and Gendron has been working on the project
since April 19th and construction is scheduled to
wrap up by July 1st;


Sunnyside Area Sewer Separation
Phase 3: Bids for a new storm drain system
on Spring, Summer, Bridge, Winter, Holland,
West Bates, and Whipple Streets have been
opened with the apparent low bidder being
Gendron and Gendron at $1,047,777. Construction is scheduled to begin in June.
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Work performed by the Water & Sewer
crews included:

performed annually. Although they required adjustment, both scales were within allowable tolerance when checked;



Responded to one water main leak and no
service leaks;



Responded to 234 Dig Safe requests;



Responded to 18 E-Govs with six remaining
to be completed;



Responded to eight sewer back-ups (all were
private issues);

Cleanup Assistance Week was provided to
the residents of Lewiston beginning Sat.,
April 23 and concluding on Sat., April 30.
During that week, over 1,200 residents came
to the Solid Waste Facility to dispose of
approximately –



Continue to flush and inspect sewer mains;

35 tons of bulky waste



Continue to clean and inspect main line water
valves;

25 tons of construction & demolition waste



Continue to dig and repair curb boxes for the
water meter program;



Replacing sewer mains which were too bad
to line in the Androscoggin Avenue,
Cumberland Avenue and Hackett Street
area;



Spring clean-up was completed for all utility
and watershed properties



Getting ready to start the hydrant flushing
season.



25 tons of household trash & garbage
45 tons of wood & yard debris and
435 waste televisions and other electronic
waste items.

Solid Waste Division


Staff attended the annual 8-hour
HazWhopper Refresher training at EPI in
Auburn;



Dave Jones, Megan Bates & Rob Stalford,
along with staff from MidMaine Waste Action
Corp. attended a tour of Ecomaine’s secure
landfill and storage of excess MSW, which is
returned to the Ecomaine waste incineration
facility when the volume of incoming waste
decreases during the winter / spring.





Bid opening for ash hauling services saw
three bids – with Almighty Waste being the
apparent low bidder at $63.39 / haul. This is
$1.10/haul less than the current price.
The calibration was checked and adjusted on
the truck scales, which are adjacent to the
Scale House. This calibration check is

Building Maintenance Division
 The Buildings Division will continue moving

furniture during the next month to support
Assessing’s move to the third floor and the
return of Human Resources to City Hall;
 After sweeping the interior of all five parking

garages has been completed, the plan is to
start pressure washing the parking garage
stairways;
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 The bid opening for the Parking Garage

Wayfinding Sign Project is May 10th;
 The contract for Custodial Services for City

owned buildings, which includes janitorial
services for the Public Works Department,
City Hall, Public Library, Police Department,
Violations Bureau, Armory/Recreation, and
Solid Waste Facility, has gone out to bid and
is scheduled to be opened on May 24th;
 The Building Divisions will soon start work on

30 projects recently approved by the City
Council.

Recreation Division
Volleyball: All of the playoffs are complete, and
all leagues have finished for the season!



Indoor T-Ball: The last session was held April
16th at the Armory, with a brief “awards”
ceremony. Skip Sabourin and his staff, Deni
Federico and Kassy Reynolds did a wonderful
job! We have heard high praise from the parents
and the kids.
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Lacrosse: Boys Lacrosse grades 3-6 and Girls
Lacrosse grades 3-8 began practicing on April
25th. The Girls 7/8 team had a scrimmage
against Oxford Hills on Thursday, April 28th at
Marcotte field. The Kiddiesticks program
begins Sunday, May 1st.

New Program!

Registrations are underway for Kiddiesticks,
Golf, Summer Track, Camp Smiles Summer
Day Camp, and Challenger Summer Soccer
Camp.
April Armory Events:
April brought the Auburn Exchange Gun show to
the Armory on Saturday April 1st and Sunday
April 2nd. The Gun show celebrated its 40th year!
The Lewiston Artisan & Craft Fair on Saturday
the 9th had more than double the vendors from
last year’s fair! There was a good turn out; we
hope to be bigger and better next year.
Discount Tickets! Once again the Recreation
Division is selling discount tickets for the
following:


Aquaboggan - $15



Funtown/Splashtown - $28



Seadogs 4-pack - $20!
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Wellness Informa on & Updates
April 20 -National Banana Lovers Day

Here are some fun facts to go

“bananas” over:

Bananas were
never really heard
of un l 1880.

The banana plant is
actually the world’s
largest herb and
closely related to
vanilla and ginger.

Fun Facts

City Hall
Catherine Lekberg
Misty Parker
Craig Starr
Don Mailhot

Bananas, like apples and watermelons,
can float in water.
Who Knew?

Kris Sheehan
Pam Lebel
Sue Turco e
Lisa Latulippe

Bananas do not grow on trees. Rather,
they grow from a root structure that
produces an above ground stem. The
plant is specifically classified as an
arborescent (tree‐like) perennial herb; in
fact, it is the largest herbaceous
flowering plant. The banana plant being
an herb is that the banana itself is a
berry.

FIRE
Sco Mildrum
Brian Bernier
Paul LeClair
Paul Fournier

Library
Rose Davis
Rick Speer
Ian Cunningham

POLICE
Kim Brooks
Lila Minkowsky
Amy Blaisdell‐Pechmanova
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7 ‐ We e k Wa l k P r o g r a m B e g a n

EXERCISE
Weekly Par cipa on
Prizes
 Brisk walking helps reduce body fat, lower blood pressure, and increase high‐density

lipoprotein. Brisk walking also reduces stress and depression levels.
 A typical pair of tennis shoes will last 500 miles of walking.
 It would take, on average, 1 hour and 43 minutes of walking to burn oﬀ a 540‐calorie Big Mac.
 On average, a person would need to walk seven hours to burn oﬀ a super‐sized Coke, fries, and

a Big Mac!
 Experts suggest walking 6,000 steps a day to improve health and 10,000 steps a day to lose

weight.
 Walking can help decrease the risk of heart a ack, the risk of developing type 2 diabetes, and

can even reduce the risk of bone fracture.

25

