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ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT
CONVERSION OF LAND PROTECTED UNDER SECTION 6(f)3
OF THE LAND AND WATER CONSERVATION FUND ACT
PLOURDE-WEBSTER PARCEL
LEWISTON, MAINE
1.0 | PURPOSE, NEED, BACKGROUND
The City of Lewiston (the City) is the second largest city in the State of Maine by population
covering approximately 35.54 square miles and including 36,592 residents. Lewiston maintains
and operates numerous public park facilities throughout the City providing Lewiston residents
space for recreation and exercise.
The City of Lewiston, Maine proposes to convert federal protection from two existing Land and
Water Conservation Fund (LWCF) parcels locate at 70 Cedar Street and 198 Lincoln Street
(Project Number 23-0079), totaling approximately 1.3-acres, to a new 22.72-acre parcel located
at 632 and 635 Webster Street and 325 Alfred A. Plourde Parkway, identified as the “PlourdeWebster” parcel. The original and replacement parcels are shown on Figure 1. The 70 Cedar
Street and 198 Lincoln Street properties are no longer owned by the City of Lewiston and are not
developed for recreational uses.
This Environmental Assessment (EA) has been developed for the National Parks Service (NPS)
to understand the impacts that the conversion of the 70 Cedar Street and 198 Lincoln Street
properties to the Plourde-Webster parcel will have on the public and the local environment.
The purpose of the conversion is to convert the 70 Cedar Street and 198 Lincoln Street parcels
which are not being used for recreational purposes and facilitate the construction of recreational
hiking trails and boardwalks at the Plourde-Webster parcel. The trails will provide residents of
the City of Lewiston with enhanced recreational opportunities and preserve a tract of open land
from future development.
2.0 | DESCRIPTION OF ALTERNATIVES
2.1

Alternative A: No Action
Leaving the current LWCF 6(f) boundary in place would keep protections on properties no
longer owned by the City of Lewiston. These parcels are not developed for recreational
uses. Taking “No Action” would prevent the development of the replacement parcel for
public recreational uses.

2.2

Alternative B: Proposed Conversion
Going forward with the proposed conversion will replace two parcels not used for
recreational purposes with a larger parcel. The City of Lewiston proposes to construct
recreational hiking trails and boardwalks at the Plourde-Webster parcel, to allow public
access and provide recreational opportunities not currently available within the City of
Lewiston. See Figure 2 for proposed development plans for the Plourde-Webster parcel.
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3.0 | AFFECTED ENVIRONMENT
Section 3.0 describes the existing site characteristics at each of the Sites, as outlined in the NPS
Environmental Screening Form. Section 4.0 identifies the impacts to the environmental
resources outlined in Section 3.0 from the proposed conversion.
3.1

Geological Resources:
Soils at the original and replacement Sites are typically comprised of silty, sandy glacialtill soils. Soils associated with the wetlands present at the replacement Site are fine
grained and poorly drained. Bedrock was not observed at the original or replacement
Sites.

3.2

Air Quality:
There are no known air quality issues at the original or replacement Sites.

3.3

Noise:
There are no unusual noise-generating properties on or adjacent to the original or
replacement Sites.

3.4

Water Quality/Quantity:
Streams are not present at the original Site. Hart Brook, a portion of which is located on
the replacement Site, is classified as an urban impaired stream. The City of Lewiston in
cooperation with the Maine Department of Environmental Protection (MDEP) monitors the
stream on an annual basis as part of the Volunteer River Monitoring Program (VRMP).
The construction of recreational hiking trails and boardwalks at the replacement Site is not
expected to have a negative impact on stream quality at the replacement Site. Hart Brook
has a low base flow and water quantity is determined by weather events.

3.5

Stream Flow
Streams are not present at the original Site. Hart Brook, a perinneal stream, enters the
replacement Site at a culvert near the northwest corner of the property, and flows in a
southeasterly direction to the southern Site boundary. Three other intermittent streams
are present at the replacement Site. These streams discharge to Hart Brook which flows
south and exits near the southeast corner of the property. The brook water quantity and
flow rate are determined by weather events.

3.6

Marine/Estuarine
The original and replacement Sites are not located in a marine environment.

3.7

Floodplains/Wetlands
According to Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) flood map panel
23001C0333E, the original and replacement Sites are located in “Zone X” which is
identified as an, “Area of minimal flood hazard.” A copy of the FEMA Flood Map is included
as Appendix A.
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Wetlands are not present at the original Sites. Two types of wetlands are present at the
replacement Site. These include Freshwater Emergent Wetlands which are located in the
northwestern portion of the Site and along Hart Brook. Additionally, riverine wetlands
associated with Hart Brook are present at the Site. A copy of the National Wetlands
Inventory (NWI) Map is included as Appendix B.
Stantec Consulting Services, Inc (Stantec) completed a wetland reconnaissance at the
portion of the replacement Site currently owned by the City of Lewiston in 2015. A copy
of the Stantec report containing details regarding the wetlands mapped at the replacement
Site are included as Appendix C.
3.8

Land Use/Ownership
The original Sites are no longer owned by the City of Lewiston and are currently used as
parking areas. The replacement Site consists of three adjoining parcels located at 623
and 645 Webster Street and 325 Alfred A. Plourde Parkway. 645 Webster Street and 325
Alfred A. Plourde Parkway are currently owned by the City of Lewiston. 623 Webster
Street is currently owned by the Maine Department of Transportation (MDOT). The City
of Lewiston is in the process of purchasing the 623 Webster Street parcel from MDOT.
The replacement Site parcels are zoned “Neighborhood Conservation A”.

3.9

Circulation/Transportation
Public vehicular access to the original Site is available from Lincoln Street located to the
south of the Site. In addition, sidewalks provide pedestrian access to the Site.
Public vehicular access to the replacement Site is available from Alfred A. Plourde
Parkway to the northeast and from Webster Street to the southeast. Additionally, the
Lisbon Street bus route comes within 500 feet for the replacement Site providing for easy
public access.

3.10

Plant/Animal/Fish Special Species Habitat
The original Sites are developed as parking areas and do not contain special species
habitat.
CES contacted the United States Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS), the Maine
Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife (MDIFW), the Maine Natural Areas Program
(MNAP), and MDEP regarding threatened, endangered, or special concern species and
rare and unique botanical features at the replacement Site.
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The USFWS determined that critical habitat for Atlantic Salmon is present within
the project area (See Appendix D). The project is not expected to have negative
impacts to this habitat as erosion control measures will be implemented during
construction activities and streams are not anticipated to be impacted by
construction of the hiking trails and boardwalks. The USFWS has identified the
Northern Long Eared Bat as an endangered species that may be present at the
Site.
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The MDIFW has not mapped any Essential Habitats or fisheries habitats that would
be directly affected by the project. The MDIFW Significant Wildlife Habitat (SWH)
maps indicate no known presence of SWHs within the project area, which include
Waterfowl and Wading Bird Habitats, Deer Wintering Areas, Seabird Nesting
Islands, Shorebird Areas, and Significant Vernal Pools. However, the MDIFW
strongly recommends that surveys for vernal pools be conducted within the project
boundary by qualified wetland scientists prior to final project design to determine
whether there are Significant Vernal Pools present in the area. The MDIFW did
note that of the eight species of bats that occur in Maine, the three Myotis species
are protected under Maine’s Endangered Species Act (MESA) and are afforded
special protection under 12 M.R.S §12801 - §12810. The three Myotis species
include little brown bat (M. lucifugus, State Endangered); northern long-eared bat
(M. septentrionalis, State Endangered); and eastern small-footed bat (M. leibii,
State Threatened). The five remaining bat species are listed as Special Concern:
big brown bat (Eptesicus fuscus); red bat (Lasiurus borealis), hoary bat (Lasiurus
cinereus), silver-haired bat (Lasionycteris noctivagans), and tricolored bat
(Perimyotis subflavus). The MDIFW recommended that the USFWS be contacted
for further guidance, as the northern long-eared bat is also listed as a Threatened
Species under the Federal Endangered Species Act. (See the MDIFW letter in
Appendix E.)
The MNAP evaluates the existence of rare and unique botanical features including
the habitat of rare, threatened, or endangered plant species and unique or
exemplary natural communities. Their review involves examining maps, manual
and computerized records, other sources of information such as scientific articles
or published references, and the personal knowledge of staff or cooperating
experts. According to the information currently in their Biological and Conservation
Data System files, there are no rare botanical features documented specifically
within the project area. (See the MNAP letter in Appendix F).
The MDEP evaluates the existence of mapped wetlands, streams, and significant
wildlife habitats. Their review involves compiling data for the Project Area from
GIS files at MDEP and MDIFW. Significant wildlife habitats were not identified in
the project area. (See the MDEP letter in Appendix G).

3.11

Unique Ecosystems
There are no known unique ecosystems within the original or replacement Sites.

3.12

Unique Wildlife/Habitat
See answer to Plant/Animal/Fish Special Species Habitat, Above.

3.13

Unique Fish/Habitat
See answer to Plant/Animal/Fish Special Species Habitat, Above.

3.14

Introduced Invasive Species
There are no known invasive species identified at the original or replacement Sites.
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3.15

Recreation Resources/Open Space/Opportunities/Public Access
70 Cedar Street and 198 Lincoln Street are no longer owned by the City of Lewiston and
are not currently used for recreational purposes. The proposed conversion of the PlourdeWebster parcel would replace these parcels with a larger area which will be minimally
developed with recreational hiking trails to allow public access to the land for recreational
purposes and preserve a large open parcel from future development.

3.16

Accessibility for Population with Disabilities
Sidewalks provide access to the existing Site. The replacement Site is not currently
accessible to persons with disabilities.

3.17

Aesthetics/Special Features
The original Sites are currently developed as a parking area which is consistent with the
surrounding area. The replacement Site consists of undeveloped woods and wetland.
There are no special characteristics or features at the Sites.

3.18

Historical/Cultural/Archaeological Resources
The Maine Historical Preservation Office did not identify any protected resources at the
replacement Site. (See the letter in Appendix H).

3.19

Socioeconomic/Employment/Tax Base
The City of Lewiston has a population of 36,592 according to the 2010 census. It is
estimated that the majority of the population lives within two-miles of the replacement Site.

3.20

Minority/Low-Income Population
The 2010 census shows that Lewiston has approximately 14% minority population and
has approximately 23% low-income residents. It is estimated that most of the minority
and low-income residents live in or near the urban area, which is located within 1.5-miles
of the replacement Site and approximately 0.2-miles from the original Site.

3.21

Energy Resources
There are no energy resources inherent in the original or replacement Sites.
proposed conversion will not require ongoing electrical services.

3.22

Other Agency or Land Use Plans
There are no known agency or land use plans pertinent to the original or replacement
Sites.

3.23

Contaminated Land/Structures or Hazardous Materials
CES completed a Phase I ESA for the replacement Site dated February 5, 2018.
According to the Phase I ESA, low levels of petroleum contamination were identified at
the Site in 1994 and attributed to land spreading of contaminated soil at the Site or
otherwise present in fill which was brought to the Site. Records regarding the final
disposition of this soil were not available for review. A copy of the Phase I ESA is included
as Appendix I.
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3.24

Other Environmental Resources
There are no other known environmental resources on the original or replacement Sites.

4.0 | ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS
This section describes the impact that the proposed 6(f)(3) conversion will have on the resources
listed in Section 3.0.). The analysis will describe both the beneficial and adverse potential
impacts to the listed environmental resources and also to the public outdoor recreational
resources.
4.1

Geological Resources:
Minimal disturbance of on-site soils will occur during construction of the proposed hiking
trails and boardwalks at the replacement Site. Appropriate erosion and sedimentation
control measures will be implemented to prevent disturbed soil from entering site
streams/wetlands.

4.2

Air Quality:
There are no known air quality issues at the original or replacement Sites.

4.3

Noise:
There are no unusual noise-generating properties on or adjacent to the original or
replacement Sites. The conversion of the replacement parcel will not significantly change
the noise characteristics of the property.

4.4

Water Quality/Quantity:
Streams are not present at the original Sites. The construction of hiking trails/boardwalks
at the replacement Site is not expected to impact water quantity or quality at the
replacement Site.

4.5

Stream Flow
Streams are not present at the original Sites. Construction of hiking trails/boardwalks is
not expected to impact stream flow at the replacement Site.

4.6

Marine/Estuarine
The original and replacement Sites are not located within a marine environment.

4.7

Floodplains/Wetlands
The original and replacement sites are not located in a floodplain. Minor disturbances to
on-site wetlands may occur during construction of the proposed hiking trails and
boardwalks. Best management practices will be implemented during construction to
minimize potential wetland impacts.

JN: 10336.049
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4.8

Land Use/Ownership
The two original parcels, 70 Cedar Street and 198 Lincoln Street, are no longer owned by
the City of Lewiston. The replacement Site is partially owned by the City of Lewiston who
is in the process of purchasing the remaining property from MDOT. Current and future
land use is in conformance with current zoning requirements.

4.9

Circulation/Transportation
Proposed development of the replacement Site includes two parking areas, one off of
Webster Street and one off of Alfred A. Plourde Parkway. Trails planned for the Site will
connect to the western adjoining neighborhood allowing easy pedestrian access.

4.10

Plant/Animal/Fish Special Species Habitat
USFWS has identified the replacement Site as potential critical habitat for Atlantic salmon.
The proposed hiking trails and boardwalks are not expected to impact the streams present
at the Site. Additionally, these streams are low flowing and are not expected to provide
habitat.
USFWS has identified the replacement Site as potentially impacted by the state-wide long
eared bat breeding habitat. A bat survey should be completed in order to determine if
long-eared bat breeding habitat would be disturbed by hiking trail/boardwalk construction.

4.11

Unique Ecosystems
There are no known unique ecosystems within the original or replacement Sites.

4.12

Unique Wildlife/Habitat
See answer to Plant/Animal/Fish Special Species Habitat, Above.

4.13

Unique Fish/Habitat
See answer to Plant/Animal/Fish Special Species Habitat, Above.

4.14

Introduced Invasive Species
There are no known invasive species identified at these Sites.

4.15

Recreation Resources/Open Space/Opportunities/Public Access
70 Cedar Street and 198 Lincoln Street are no longer owned by the City of Lewiston and
are not currently used for recreational purposes. The proposed conversion of the
replacement Site would replace these parcels with a larger area which will be minimally
developed with hiking trails to allow public access to the land and preserve a large open
parcel from future development.

4.16

Accessibility for Population with Disabilities
The hiking trails and boardwalks proposed for the replacement Site will be accessible to
persons with disabilities.

JN: 10336.049
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4.17

Aesthetics/Special Features
The replacement Site will be minimally developed with hiking trails which will be designed
to have minimal impact to Site aesthetics.

4.18

Historical/Cultural/Archaeological Resources
The Maine Historical Preservation Office did not identify any protected resources at the
replacement Site. (See the letter in Appendix X).

4.19

Socioeconomic/Employment/Tax Base
Lewiston, Maine has a population of 36,592 according to the 2010 census. It is estimated
that the majority of the population lives within two-miles of the replacement Site.

4.20

Minority/Low-Income Population
The 2010 census shows that Lewiston has approximately 14% minority population and
has approximately 23% low-income residents. It is estimated that most of the minority
and low-income residents live in or near the urban area, which is located within 1.5-miles
of the replacement Site. The replacement Site is located further away from the urban area
than the original Sites which are located 0.2-miles from the urban area. Cedar Street
Park, which was recently refurbished, is located 0.07-miles southwest of the original Sites
and provides recreation opportunities in this area of the City of Lewiston.

4.21

Energy Resources
There are no energy resources inherent in the original or replacement Sites. The
proposed hiking trails at the replacement Site will not require ongoing electrical services.

4.22

Other Agency or Land Use Plans
There are no known agency or land use plans pertinent to the original or replacement
Sites.

4.23

Contaminated Land/Structures or Hazardous Materials
CES completed a Phase I ESA for the replacement parcel dated February 5, 2018.
According to the Phase I ESA, low levels of petroleum contamination were identified at
the Site in 1994 and attributed to land spreading of contaminated soil at the Site or
otherwise present in fill which was brought to the Site. Records regarding the final
disposition of this soil were not available for review. If petroleum impacted soil is
encountered during Site development activities, an environmental professional should be
contacted to properly characterize and dispose of the impacted soil.

4.24

Other Environmental Resources
There are no other known environmental resources on the original or replacement Sites.
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5.0 | COORDINATION AND CONSULTATION
The proposed action will be publicized during a 30-day public comment period and will be made
available to the public at Lewiston City Hall. If no substantive comments are received, the Draft
Environmental Assessment (EA) will become final and this initial Public Notice will also serve as
the final Public Notice. Substantive comments will be addressed as appropriate in the final
documents.
The following individuals, agencies, or firms contributed to the development of the Environmental
Assessment:










The City of Lewiston, Maine
Stantec, Inc.
Terrence J. DeWan and Associates
CES, Inc.
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Maine Historic Preservation Commission
Maine Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife
Maine Natural Areas Program
Maine Department of Environmental Protection

Other references include:
City of Lewiston Land Use Plan
Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) Flood Insurance Rate Maps (FIRMs)
United States Fish and Wildlife Service National Wetlands Inventory Maps
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FIGURE 1
SITE LOCATION MAP
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Terrain Navigator,© Maptech 800-627-7236

ORIGINAL SITES
(70 CEDAR ST. AND
198 LINCOLN ST)

REPLACEMENT SITE
(PLOURDE-WEBSTER PARCEL)

SOURCE:
U.S.G.S. TOPOGRAPHIC QUADRANGLE
LEWISTON, MAINE
@ 1:24,000

PLOURDE-WEBSTER PARCEL
LEWISTON, MAINE

LOCATION MAP
12/11/2017
10336.049

FIGURE 2
PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT PLAN
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APPENDIX A
FEMA FLOOD INSURANCE RATE MAP
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APPENDIX B
NATIONAL WETLANDS INVENTORY MAP
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APPENDIX C
STANTEC WETLAND SURVEY
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Stantec Consulting Services Inc.
30 Park Drive, Topsham ME 04086-1737

May 29, 2015
File: 195601069
Attention: Bill Webster, Superintendent
Lewiston Public Schools
36 Oak Street
Lewiston, ME 04240
bwebster@lewiswtonpublicschools.org
Reference: Wetland Reconnaissance within Potential Lewiston Elementary School Sites
Dear Bill,
At your request, Stantec Consulting Services Inc. (Stantec) conducted wetland and stream
reconnaissance surveys at five potential sites for the proposed Lewiston Elementary School (Sites
D, F, G, J, and Q). As part of the field effort, Stantec completed formal vernal pool surveys at Sites
G, J, and Q. Vernal pool surveys at Sites D and F were limited to reconnaissance-level assessments.
The reconnaissance-level surveys were completed at Sites D, F, G, J, and Q on April 15, 17, and 29,
2015. The vernal pool surveys at Sites G, J, and Q were completed on April 29, 30, and May 15,
2015. Representative photos at each site are included with this report.

METHODS
During reconnaissance-level surveys, the identification of wetlands, streams, and potential vernal
pools (PVP) was based on vegetation that could be identified at the time of the survey,
observable hydrology, and topography. PVPs are depressions that have the characteristics of
vernal pools observed outside the amphibian breeding season and require verification during the
amphibian breeding season. Wetland boundaries, streams, PVP and vernal pool (VP) center
points were located using a Trimble Pro-Series Global Positioning System (GPS) receiver. GPS data
were then used to create the attached wetland reconnaissance maps. A formal wetland
delineation was not completed at any of these sites. Wetland data collected during this
reconnaissance-level field survey is preliminary and appropriate for planning purposes only.
Vernal pools at Sites G, J, and Q were surveyed according to the protocol developed by the
1
Maine Association of Wetland Scientists (MAWS) by slowly wading through the pool basin
searching for amphibian breeding activity, including the presence of egg masses, and noting
other vernal pool-dependent species use. During the surveys, egg masses for each vernal pooldependent amphibian species were counted and recorded. Presence of other life stages of these
amphibians was noted, as was the physical and biological characteristics of the pool such as the
presence/absence of a permanently flowing inlet or outlet and the presence/absence of fish.
Once a determination was made that a regulated vernal pool was present, a GPS receiver was
Maine Association of Wetland Scientists Vernal Pool Technical Committee. 2014. Vernal Pool
Survey Protocol. Accessed on July 7, 2014 [www.Mainewetlands.org/vptc]

1
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used to locate the boundary of the vernal pool depression. GPS data were then used to produce
the attached resource maps. Each pool was assigned a unique alpha-numeric code (e.g., VP
01DT, VP 02DT) that appears on the maps and within this report. Stantec completed Maine State
Vernal Pool Assessment Forms for each vernal pool identified. These data forms are attached to
this report.

SITE DESCRIPTIONS
SITE D – 62 GODDARD ROAD
Site D is located at 62 Goddard Road. General land use within the site includes evidence of
sediment and soil removal in open areas exposed along the western portion near the entrance.
The site gradually rises from Goddard Road to a ridge extending north at the center of the
property and steeply descends toward the eastern side of the site. Forested uplands surround the
perimeter of the site and the ridge is in the early stages of succession with regenerating tree
species dominating this area. The forest canopy is comprised of eastern white pine (Pinus strobus),
red maple (Acer rubrum), paper birch (Betula papyrifera), quaking aspen (Populus tremuloides),
and red oak (Quercus rubra). The central portion of the site is dominated by red maple, quaking
aspen, and Allegheny blackberry (Rubus allegheniensis). The understory is comprised of eastern
white pine saplings with a dense herbaceous layer of grasses. Invasive species identified on site
include rambler rose (Rosa multiflora) and Morrows’ honeysuckle (Lonicera morrowii).
Wetland Reconnaissance Results
Stantec identified a total of 13 wetlands within Site D (Figure D). These wetlands are mainly
comprised of palustrine emergent (PEM), wet meadow communities, and PEM wet meadow
wetlands with a dense shrub component. Common wetland vegetation species identified include
cottongrass bulrush (Scirpus cyperinus), sensitive fern (Onoclea sensibilis), lamp rush (Juncus
effusus), broad-leaf cat-tail (Typha latifolia), red maple, broad-leaf meadowsweet (Spirea latifolia)
and speckled alder (Alnus incana). The wetland located along the eastern side of the site also
included rambler rose and Morrows’ honeysuckle.
Stantec identified a total of 2 streams within Site D with sand and silt substrate. One is intermittent
and one is perennial. The perennial stream is located in the eastern corner of the site.
Vernal Pool Reconnaissance Results
Stantec identified a total of six PVPs within Site D. These PVPs were located in wetlands containing
a level of water that could potentially support vernal pool-dependent species. One of the PVPs
observed (PVP 01KN) was a natural depression within a large wetland complex; the other five are
man-made depressions occurring in wetlands. This site was not selected to confirm whether these
depressions were functioning to support vernal pool breeding amphibians.
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SITE F: 325 ALFRED A. PLOURDE PARKWAY, 645 WEBSTER STREET
Site F is located west of Alfred A. Plourde Parkway and south of Webster Street. Residential
neighborhoods border the western and southern portions of the site. A Maine Department of
Transportation Wetland Mitigation site occupies the central and northern-most portion of the site
and that area was excluded from this survey area. The topography on-site gently slopes west from
Alfred A. Plourde Parkway and east from Jan Boulevard toward a perennial stream flowing south
through the western side of the site. The majority of the site is forested with an extensive wetland
complex and some open fields. The canopy is comprised of red maple, quaking aspen, gray birch
(Betula populifolia), and scattered eastern white pine and American elm (Ulmus americana) trees.
Numerous invasive Morrows’ honeysuckle shrubs were also identified on site.
Wetland Reconnaissance Results
Stantec identified one wetland within Site F that occupies the majority of the site. The wetland is a
complex of an emergent, wet meadow area dominated by broad-leaf cat-tail, cottongrass
bulrush, and sensitive fern; scrub-shrub areas dominated by speckled alder, willows (Salix sp.), and
broad-leaf meadowsweet; and forested areas dominated by red maple, American elm, gray
birch, and quaking aspen trees adjacent to the neighborhoods on the west and southern
perimeter.
Stantec identified four streams within Site F. Of these streams, one is perennial and three are
intermittent. The channels have a gravel, sand, and silt substrate. The perennial stream flows south
through the site and drains the wetland and other streams on site.
Vernal Pool Reconnaissance Results
Stantec identified four PVPs within Site F. These PVPs are located in the wetland and at the time of
the survey contained a level of water that could potentially support vernal pool breeding activity.
All 4 PVPs appear to be naturally occurring depressions within the wetland. This site was not
selected to confirm whether these depressions were functioning to support vernal pool breeding
amphibians.
SITE G: 55 OLD LISBON ROAD
Site G is located on the west side of Old Lisbon Road and includes remnants of an abandoned
building, a barn, a gravel driveway, and several storage trailers. A broad ridge near the buildings
on the eastern side of the site extends westerly across the center of the site with low-lying areas to
the south, southwest and northwest. The majority of the site is comprised of open fields in various
stages of succession, with forested windbreaks at the edges of the fields. A forested stand in the
western portion of the site is comprised of a mix of hardwood and softwood tree species including
red oak, paper birch, red maple, sugar maple (Acer saccharum), American beech (Fagus
grandifolia), green ash (Fraxinus pennsylvanica), eastern hemlock (Tsuga canadensis), and
eastern white pine. Several invasive species were observed on-site including rambler rose,
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common reed, Morrows’ honeysuckle, purple loosestrife (Lythrum salicaria), Japanese knotweed
(Reynoutria japonica), and autumn olive (Elaeagnus umbellata).
Wetland Reconnaissance Results
Stantec identified a total of nine wetlands within Site G. These wetlands are mainly comprised of
emergent, wet meadows and wet meadow-scrub-shrub complexes with surface water drainages.
Common wetland vegetation species identified include broad-leaf cat-tail, sensitive fern, lamp
rush, and cottongrass bulrush in the herbaceous layer with speckled alder, broad-leaf
meadowsweet, and willows in the shrub layer. Trees occurring in wetlands include red maple and
green ash. Most of these wetlands contain some of the invasive species mentioned above.
Stantec identified one stream within Site G. The stream appeared to be intermittent and the
substrate is comprised of cobble and silt.
Vernal Pool Survey Results
Stantec identified one vernal pool within Site G. The pool depression is man-made and located
partially off the property adjacent to a power line right-of-way. A vernal pool survey form is
attached.
This vernal pool does not meet the definition of a Significant Vernal Pool (SVP) according to
Chapter 335, Section 9 of the Maine Natural Resources Protection Act (NRPA), because it is not
natural. The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (Corps) may regulate the pool as a function of the
wetland in which it occurs.
SITE J: 816 WEBSTER STREET
Site J is located on the north side of Webster Street and Old Webster Road. On-site development
includes three structures, driveways, old farm roads, and maintained lawn and field areas. A
power line right-of-way crosses the property and a stone wall demarcates the approximate
western boundary of the site. The topography of the site gradually slopes from northwest to
southwest toward Webster Street and southeast toward a large wetland at the eastern side of the
site. Forested uplands are dominated by eastern white pine and eastern hemlock to the west and
north, along with hardwood stands of red maple, quaking aspen, and green ash, surround the
open fields around the home in the southwest portion of the site. Invasive species on site include
rambler rose and dense areas of Morrow’s honeysuckle in uplands and common reed (Phragmites
australis) in portions of the wetland areas.
Wetland Reconnaissance Results
Stantec identified a total of five wetlands including forested areas with emergent seeps where
drainage areas were apparent at the time of the survey. These wetlands generally include red
maple, quaking aspen, gray birch, and green ash trees, black ash (Fraxinus nigra) saplings,
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speckled alder and broad-leaf meadowsweet shrubs; sensitive fern, Canada bluejoint
(Calamagrostis canadensis) and other herbaceous vegetation. The wetland along the eastern
edge of the site contains several invasive plants including Morrows’ honeysuckle and common
reed.
Stantec identified one intermittent stream on site. The stream contains sand and silt substrate and
flows northeast off site.
Vernal Pool Survey Results
Stantec identified two vernal pools on Site J. The pool depressions are man-made and adjacent to
an old gravel farm road. Vernal pool survey forms for these pools are attached.
These vernal pools do not meet the definition of a SVP according to Chapter 335, Section 9 of the
NRPA because they are not natural. The Corps may regulate the pools as a function of the
wetland in which they occur.
SITE Q: BARTLETT STREET AND EAST AVENUE
Site Q is located on the north side of Bartlett Avenue and along the west side of East Avenue. The
site includes the existing facilities of the Lewiston High School and the Governor James B. Longley
Elementary School as well as the Hudson Bus Lines facility. This site contains areas of steep upland
forested slopes dominated by Norway maple (Acer platanoides), red oak, paper birch, and red
maple with wetland drainage swales and streams in the low-lying areas.
Wetland Reconnaissance Results
Stantec identified 20 wetlands on Site Q including forested wetland swales, emergent wet
meadow depressions and swales, and scrub-shrub swales. The forested wetlands contained
significant shrub component and are dominated by American elm, green ash, and quaking
aspen. The scrub-shrub wetlands are dominated by speckled alder, red osier (Cornus alba),
Morrows’ honeysuckle, rambler rose, hawthorn (Crataegus sp.), and broad-leaf meadowsweet.
Herbaceous species found in the wet meadow emergent wetlands and throughout the forested
and scrub-shrub wetlands include sensitive fern, spotted touch-me-not (Impatiens capensis),
cottongrass bulrush, broad-leaf cat-tail, and purple loosestrife. Wetland sizes vary from large
complexes to smaller, isolated depressions and occur throughout most portions of undeveloped
low-lying areas.
Stantec identified six streams on site. Four streams are perennial with gravel, cobble, sand and silt
substrate. Three of the perennial streams flow into the fourth perennial stream and the converged
stream channels flow southwest off-site under Bartlett Street.
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Vernal Pool Reconnaissance Results
The site was evaluated for vernal pools. No vernal pools were identified during this survey.
STATE AND FEDERAL WETLAND REGULATIONS
A formal wetland delineation was not completed at any of these sites. Wetland data collected
during this reconnaissance-level field survey is preliminary and appropriate for planning purposes
only. The following is an overview of wetland regulations and the thresholds of permitting
requirements.
The Maine Department of Environmental Protection (MDEP) and the Corps regulate wetlands
identified within the project area. Under the provisions of Section 404 of the Clean Water Act, the
Corps regulates activities within waters of the United States, which include navigable waters and
all their tributaries, adjacent wetlands, and other waters or wetlands where degradation or
destruction could affect interstate or foreign commerce. The Corps has issued a General Permit
(GP) for the State of Maine that merges the federal and state permit review process for many
projects. In Maine, wetlands and waterbodies, as well as other protected natural resources, are
regulated under M.R.S.A. 38 §§ 480A-480FF, of the NRPA.
Projects that do not impact a wetland or projects that impact less than 4,300 square feet of
wetland are usually exempt from NRPA Tier permitting requirements. This exemption does not
apply if the impact is: 1) in, on, or over a coastal wetland, great pond, river, stream, or brook; 2)
within 25 feet of those resources, or is more than 25 feet and no erosion control is used; 3) in a
shoreland zone or a wetland protected by the shoreland zone; 4) part of a wetland with more
than 20,000 square feet of open water or emergent vegetation, except artificial impoundments; 5)
in peatland; 6) part of a larger project; or 7) in Significant Wildlife Habitat. Typically, projects with
cumulative impacts to freshwater wetlands between 4,300 and 15,000 square feet are eligible for
review under the Tier 1 process. The Tier 2 review process applies to alterations that affect
between 15,000 and 43,560 square feet (1 acre) of freshwater wetlands. Cumulative freshwater
wetlands impacts that exceed 1 acre typically require a Tier 3 review. Impacts to Wetlands of
Special Significance (WSS), rivers, streams and brooks, great ponds, and Significant Wildlife Habitat
typically require an Individual Permit.
STATE AND FEDERAL VERNAL POOL REGULATIONS
As reported in the site vernal pool description sections, the MDEP regulates vernal pools under
Chapter 335, Section 9 of the NRPA. That chapter defines and details standards regarding the
characterization and protection of SVPs in Maine. None of the vernal pools identified on any of
sites the meet the definition of a SVP.
The Corps’ GP states that the Vernal Pool Management Area applies to all vernal pools identified
within the Project area. However, past conversations with the regional office of the Corps
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regarding their regulation of vernal pools indicates that they are most concerned with protecting
vernal pools that meet one or more of the following criteria:
•
•
•
•
•

Naturally occurring vernal pools that meet MDEP’s definition of an SVP;
Man-made vernal pools that meet MDEP’s SVP thresholds for egg mass counts;
Any vernal pool containing diverse species (i.e., blue-spotted salamanders, fairy shrimp);
Any vernal pool that contains other rare species (e.g., spotted turtle (Clemmys guttata),
Blanding’s turtle (Emydoidea blandingii); and
Clusters of vernal pools, regardless of origin, especially if the combined egg mass totals
exceed the MDEP’s SVP thresholds.

None of the vernal pools on site meet these criteria, but the Corps may still regulate the pools as a
function of the wetland in which they occur. We recommend further consultation with the Corps
about the pools on site that are selected for development.
Based on our site visits and from a natural resources perspective, Site G has the largest contiguous
areas of upland. The wetlands and vernal pools on Site J are located primarily in the eastern
portion of the site. Site Q has no vernal pools and there are some large areas of upland that are
surrounded by wetlands and streams. These three sites would be the best option to develop from
a natural resources perspective. If you have any questions about the content of this report or
require further work on one of these sites please feel free to contact us. We look forward to
continuing to work with you on this site selection process.
Regards,
STANTEC CONSULTING SERVICES INC.

Danielle Tetreau
Botanist | Project Scientist

Phone: (207) 406-5466
Fax: (207) 729-2715
danielle.tetreau@stantec.com

Attachment:

Site Figures: D, F, G, J, and Q
Representative Site Photos
Maine State Vernal Pool Assessment Forms: VP01DT_M, VP02DT_M, VP03DT_M
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Lewiston Public Schools – Site Photos

REPRESENTATIVE SITE PHOTOS: SITE D

Upland area stripped of topsoil, facing west toward Goddard Road.
Stantec April 15, 2015

Wetland and stream on eastern edge of site, I-95 is on the right.
Stantec April 15, 2015

Lewiston Public Schools – Site Photos

Previously cleared upland, facing north from the southwest side of the site.
Stantec April 15, 2015

Lewiston Public Schools – Site Photos

REPRESENTATIVE SITE PHOTOS: SITE F

Emergent wetland, facing northwest from southeast side of site.
Stantec April 15, 2015

Existing bridge crossing over the perennial stream that flows north through the site.
Stantec April 15, 2015

Lewiston Public Schools – Site Photos

Perennial stream runs south through the project.
Stantec April 15, 2015

Forested wetland on west side of site.
Stantec April 15, 2015

Lewiston Public Schools – Site Photos

REPRESENTATIVE SITE PHOTOS: SITE G

Emergent wetland on south side of site.
Stantec April 17, 2015

Forested wetland on north side of site.
Stantec April 17, 2015

Lewiston Public Schools – Site Photos

Open field facing west from the eastern side of the site.
Stantec April 17, 2015

Lewiston Public Schools – Site Photos

REPRESENTATIVE SITE PHOTOS: SITE J

Large emergent wetland on east side of site.
Stantec April 15, 2015

Forested wetland in the northern part of the site.
Stantec April 15, 2015

Lewiston Public Schools – Site Photos

REPRESENTATIVE SITE PHOTOS: SITE Q

Forested wetland in the northern part of the site.
Stantec April 29, 2015

Forested upland in the southern part of the site.
Stantec April 29, 2015

Lewiston Public Schools – Site Photos

Perennial stream that runs through the site.
Stantec April 29, 2015

Emergent wetland and perennial stream on the northeast side of the site.
Stantec May 29, 2015

Maine State Vernal Pool Assessment Form
INSTRUCTIONS: Complete all 3 pages of form as thoroughly as possible. Most fields are required for pool registration.

Observer's Pool ID:VP 01DT

MDIFW Pool ID:

1. PRIMARY OBSERVER INFORMATION
a. Observer name: Danielle Tetreau
b. Contact and credentials previously provided?

No (submit Addendum 1)

Yes

No (submit Addendum 1)

Yes

2. PROJECT CONTACT INFORMATION
a. Contact name:

same as observer

other

b. Contact and credentials previously provided?
c. Project Name: Lewiston Elementary School

NOTE: Clear photographs or digital images of a) the pool and b) the indicators (one example of each
species egg mass) are required for nonprofessional observers and encouraged for all observers.
3. LANDOWNER CONTACT INFORMATION
a. Are you the landowner?

Yes

No

If no, was landowner permission obtained for survey?

Yes

No

b. Landowner's contact information (required)
Name: Rita Dube
Street Address: 812 Webster St.
c.

Phone:
City: Lewiston

State: ME

Zip: 04240

Large Projects: check if separate project landowner data file submitted

4. VERNAL POOL LOCATION INFORMATION
a. Location Township: Lewiston, ME
Brief site directions to the pool (using mapped landmarks):
Take Route 196-N to North Lisbon Road, then to Old Lisbon Road to Site J
b. Mapping Requirements: At least 2 of the 3 must be submitted (check those submitted):
USGS topographic map with pool clearly marked.
Large scale aerial photograph with pool clearly marked.
GPS data (complete section below).
GPS location of vernal pool
Longitude/Easting: -70.160291
Check Datum:
Check one:

NAD27

Latitude/Northing: 44.078166
NAD83 / WGS84

Coordinate system:

GIS shapefile
- send to Jason.Czapiga@maine.gov; observer has reviewed shape accuracy (best)
The pool perimeter is delineated by multiple GPS points. (excellent)
- Include map or spreadsheet with coordinates.

The above GPS point is at the center of the pool. (good)
The center of the pool is approximately
m
/ft
degrees from the above GPS point. (acceptable)
DEPLW0897-82008 03/16/2011

in the compass direction of
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Maine State Vernal Pool Assessment Form
5. VERNAL POOL HABITAT INFORMATION
a. Habitat survey date (only if different from indicator survey dates on page 3):4/29/2015
b. Wetland habitat characterization
Choose the best descriptor for the landscape setting:
Pool associated with larger wetland complex
Isolated depression
Other:
Floodplain depression
Check all wetland types that best apply to this pool:
Forested swamp
Wet meadow
Shrub swamp
Peatland (fen or bog)
Emergent marsh

Slow stream
Floodplain overflow / oxbow
Headwater seepage
Other:

Lake/Pond
Abandoned beaver flowage
Active beaver flowage

c. Vernal pool status under the Natural Resources Protection Act (NRPA)
i. Pool Origin:

Natural

Natural-Modified

Unnatural

Unknown

If modified, unnatural or unknown, describe any modern or historic human impacts to the pool (required):
Pool is located adjacent to gravel farm road which has altered wetland hydrology. Most water ponded near road.
ii. Pool Hydrology
Select the pool's estimated hydroperiod AND provide rationale for opinion.
Semi-permanent
Ephemeral
Permanent
(drying partially in all years and
(drying out completely
completely in drought years)
in most years)
Explain:

Unknown

Shallow water. Less than 4 inches of water at second visit.
Maximum depth at survey:

0-12" (0-1 ft.)

12-36" (1-3 ft.)

Approximate size of pool (at spring highwater): Width: 10

36-60" (3-5 ft.)
m

ft

Length: 25

>60" (>5 ft.)
m

ft

Predominate substrate in order of increasing hydroperiod:
Mineral soil (bare, leaf-litter bottom, or upland
mosses present)
Mineral soil (sphagnum moss present)

Organic matter (peat/muck) shallow or
restricted to deepest portion
Organic matter (peat/muck) deep and widespread

Pool vegetation indicators in order of increasing hydroperiod (check all that apply):
Terrestrial nonvascular spp. (e.g. haircap
Wet site ferns (e.g. royal fern, marsh fern)
moss, lycopodium spp.)
Wet site shrubs (e.g. highbush blueberry, maleberry,
Dry site ferns (e.g. spinulose wood fern,
winterberry, mountain holly)
lady fern, bracken fern)
Wet site graminoids (e.g. blue-joint grass, tussock
Moist site ferns (e.g. sensitive fern, cinnamon
sedge, cattail, bulrushes)
fern, interrupted fern, New York fern)
Aquatic vascular spp. (e.g. pickerelweed, arrowhead)
Moist site vasculars (e.g. skunk cabbage,
jewelweed, blue flag iris, swamp candle)
Floating or submerged aquatics (e.g. water lily,
water shield, pond weed, bladderwort)
Sphagnum moss (anchored or suspended)
No vegetation in pool
Faunal indicators (check all that apply):
Bullfrog or Green Frog tadpoles
Fish
Other:
iii. Inlet/Outlet Flow Permanency
Type of inlet or outlet (a seasonal or permanent channel providing water flowing into or out of the pool):
No inlet or outlet

Permanent inlet or outlet (channel with well-defined banks and permanent flow)

Intermittent inlet
or outlet

Other or Unknown (explain):

DEPLW0897-82008 03/16/2011
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Maine State Vernal Pool Assessment Form
6. VERNAL POOL INDICATOR INFORMATION
a. Indicator survey dates: 4/29/2015
b. Indicator abundance criteria
Yes

Was the entire pool surveyed for egg masses?

No; what % of pool surveyed?

For each indicator species, indicate the exact number of egg masses, confidence level for species
determination, and egg mass maturity. Separate cells are provided for separate survey dates.
INDICATOR
SPECIES
Wood Frog

Egg Masses (or adult Fairy Shrimp)
Egg Mass
Confidence
Maturity 2
Level 1

#

18

3

0

3

M

H

Tadpoles/Larvae
Confidence
Observed
Level1

Y

3

Spotted
Salamander
Blue-spotted
Salamander

Fairy Shrimp 3
1-Confidence level: 1 = <60%, 2 = 60-95%, 3 = >95%
2-Egg mass maturity: F= Fresh (<24 hrs), M= Mature (round embryos), A= Advanced (looser matrix, curved embryos), H= Hatched or hatching
3-Fairy Shrimp: X = present

c. Rarity criteria
Note any rare species associated with vernal pools. Check the method(s) of verification and fill in the
confidence level (CL) for each species observation. Observations should be accompanied by photographs
(labeled with observer name, pool location, and date).
Method of Verification*

SPECIES

P

H

S

CL**

Method of Verification*

SPECIES

Blanding's Turtle

Wood Turtle

Spotted Turtle

Ribbon Snake

Ringed Boghaunter

Other:

P

H

S

CL**

*Method of verification: P = Photographed, H = Handled, S = Seen
**CL - Confidence level in species determination: 1= <60%, 2= 60-95%, 3= >95%

d. Optional observer recommendation:
SVP

Potential SVP

Non Significant VP

Indicator Breeding Area

e. General vernal pool comments and/or observations of other wildlife:
About 2" water @2nd visit. Much smaller pool dimensions will dry out w/o rain. Water draining out of pool across rd

Send completed form and supporting documentation to: Maine Dept. of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife
Attn: Vernal Pools
650 State Street, Bangor, ME 04401

NOTE: Digital submission (to Jason.Czapiga@maine.gov) of vernal pool field forms and photographs is only
acceptable for projects with 3 or fewer assessed pools; larger projects must be mailed as hard copies.
For MDIFW use only
This pool is:

Reviewed by MDIFW Date:

Significant

Potentially Significant
but lacking critical data

Initials:
Not Significant due to:

does not meet biological criteria.
does not meet MDEP vernal pool criteria.

Comments:

DEPLW0897-82008 03/16/2011

Print Form
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Photo 1 - VP 01DT, Man-made pool. Facing northeast
Stantec. April 29, 2015

Maine State Vernal Pool Assessment Form
INSTRUCTIONS: Complete all 3 pages of form as thoroughly as possible. Most fields are required for pool registration.

Observer's Pool ID:VP 02DT

MDIFW Pool ID:

1. PRIMARY OBSERVER INFORMATION
a. Observer name: Danielle Tetreau
b. Contact and credentials previously provided?

No (submit Addendum 1)

Yes

No (submit Addendum 1)

Yes

2. PROJECT CONTACT INFORMATION
a. Contact name:

same as observer

other

b. Contact and credentials previously provided?
c. Project Name: Lewiston Elementary School

NOTE: Clear photographs or digital images of a) the pool and b) the indicators (one example of each
species egg mass) are required for nonprofessional observers and encouraged for all observers.
3. LANDOWNER CONTACT INFORMATION
a. Are you the landowner?

Yes

No

If no, was landowner permission obtained for survey?

Yes

No

b. Landowner's contact information (required)
Name: Rita Dube
Street Address: 812 Webster St.
c.

Phone:
City: Lewiston

State: ME

Zip: 04240

Large Projects: check if separate project landowner data file submitted

4. VERNAL POOL LOCATION INFORMATION
a. Location Township: Lewiston, ME
Brief site directions to the pool (using mapped landmarks):
Take Route 196-N to North Lisbon Rd, then to Old Lisbon Rd then to site J
b. Mapping Requirements: At least 2 of the 3 must be submitted (check those submitted):
USGS topographic map with pool clearly marked.
Large scale aerial photograph with pool clearly marked.
GPS data (complete section below).
GPS location of vernal pool
Longitude/Easting: -70.160239
Check Datum:
Check one:

NAD27

Latitude/Northing: 44.078428
NAD83 / WGS84

Coordinate system:

GIS shapefile
- send to Jason.Czapiga@maine.gov; observer has reviewed shape accuracy (best)
The pool perimeter is delineated by multiple GPS points. (excellent)
- Include map or spreadsheet with coordinates.

The above GPS point is at the center of the pool. (good)
The center of the pool is approximately
m
/ft
degrees from the above GPS point. (acceptable)
DEPLW0897-82008 03/16/2011

in the compass direction of
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Maine State Vernal Pool Assessment Form
5. VERNAL POOL HABITAT INFORMATION
a. Habitat survey date (only if different from indicator survey dates on page 3):4/29/15
b. Wetland habitat characterization
Choose the best descriptor for the landscape setting:
Pool associated with larger wetland complex
Isolated depression
Other:
Floodplain depression
Check all wetland types that best apply to this pool:
Forested swamp
Wet meadow
Shrub swamp
Peatland (fen or bog)
Emergent marsh

Slow stream
Floodplain overflow / oxbow
Headwater seepage
Other:

Lake/Pond
Abandoned beaver flowage
Active beaver flowage

c. Vernal pool status under the Natural Resources Protection Act (NRPA)
i. Pool Origin:

Natural

Natural-Modified

Unnatural

Unknown

If modified, unnatural or unknown, describe any modern or historic human impacts to the pool (required):
Steep berms adjacent to pool, appears to have been excavated, old farm road adjacent.
ii. Pool Hydrology
Select the pool's estimated hydroperiod AND provide rationale for opinion.
Semi-permanent
Ephemeral
Permanent
(drying partially in all years and
(drying out completely
completely in drought years)
in most years)
Explain:

Unknown

Less than 12" water at first visit. ~6" water at second visit.
Maximum depth at survey:

0-12" (0-1 ft.)

12-36" (1-3 ft.)

Approximate size of pool (at spring highwater): Width: 6

36-60" (3-5 ft.)
m

ft

Length: 12

>60" (>5 ft.)
m

ft

Predominate substrate in order of increasing hydroperiod:
Mineral soil (bare, leaf-litter bottom, or upland
mosses present)
Mineral soil (sphagnum moss present)

Organic matter (peat/muck) shallow or
restricted to deepest portion
Organic matter (peat/muck) deep and widespread

Pool vegetation indicators in order of increasing hydroperiod (check all that apply):
Terrestrial nonvascular spp. (e.g. haircap
Wet site ferns (e.g. royal fern, marsh fern)
moss, lycopodium spp.)
Wet site shrubs (e.g. highbush blueberry, maleberry,
Dry site ferns (e.g. spinulose wood fern,
winterberry, mountain holly)
lady fern, bracken fern)
Wet site graminoids (e.g. blue-joint grass, tussock
Moist site ferns (e.g. sensitive fern, cinnamon
sedge, cattail, bulrushes)
fern, interrupted fern, New York fern)
Aquatic vascular spp. (e.g. pickerelweed, arrowhead)
Moist site vasculars (e.g. skunk cabbage,
jewelweed, blue flag iris, swamp candle)
Floating or submerged aquatics (e.g. water lily,
water shield, pond weed, bladderwort)
Sphagnum moss (anchored or suspended)
No vegetation in pool
Faunal indicators (check all that apply):
Bullfrog or Green Frog tadpoles
Fish
Other:
iii. Inlet/Outlet Flow Permanency
Type of inlet or outlet (a seasonal or permanent channel providing water flowing into or out of the pool):
No inlet or outlet

Permanent inlet or outlet (channel with well-defined banks and permanent flow)

Intermittent inlet
or outlet

Other or Unknown (explain):

DEPLW0897-82008 03/16/2011
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Maine State Vernal Pool Assessment Form
6. VERNAL POOL INDICATOR INFORMATION
a. Indicator survey dates: 4/29/15. 5/15/15
b. Indicator abundance criteria
Yes

Was the entire pool surveyed for egg masses?

No; what % of pool surveyed?

For each indicator species, indicate the exact number of egg masses, confidence level for species
determination, and egg mass maturity. Separate cells are provided for separate survey dates.
INDICATOR
SPECIES
Wood Frog

Egg Masses (or adult Fairy Shrimp)
Egg Mass
Confidence
Maturity 2
Level 1

#

6

3

0

3

M

H

Tadpoles/Larvae
Confidence
Observed
Level1

Y

3

Spotted
Salamander
Blue-spotted
Salamander

Fairy Shrimp 3
1-Confidence level: 1 = <60%, 2 = 60-95%, 3 = >95%
2-Egg mass maturity: F= Fresh (<24 hrs), M= Mature (round embryos), A= Advanced (looser matrix, curved embryos), H= Hatched or hatching
3-Fairy Shrimp: X = present

c. Rarity criteria
Note any rare species associated with vernal pools. Check the method(s) of verification and fill in the
confidence level (CL) for each species observation. Observations should be accompanied by photographs
(labeled with observer name, pool location, and date).
Method of Verification*

SPECIES

P

H

S

CL**

Method of Verification*

SPECIES

Blanding's Turtle

Wood Turtle

Spotted Turtle

Ribbon Snake

Ringed Boghaunter

Other:

P

H

S

CL**

*Method of verification: P = Photographed, H = Handled, S = Seen
**CL - Confidence level in species determination: 1= <60%, 2= 60-95%, 3= >95%

d. Optional observer recommendation:
SVP

Potential SVP

Non Significant VP

Indicator Breeding Area

e. General vernal pool comments and/or observations of other wildlife:
Man-made pool. 5" water @ 2nd visit

Send completed form and supporting documentation to: Maine Dept. of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife
Attn: Vernal Pools
650 State Street, Bangor, ME 04401

NOTE: Digital submission (to Jason.Czapiga@maine.gov) of vernal pool field forms and photographs is only
acceptable for projects with 3 or fewer assessed pools; larger projects must be mailed as hard copies.
For MDIFW use only
This pool is:

Reviewed by MDIFW Date:

Significant

Potentially Significant
but lacking critical data

Initials:
Not Significant due to:

does not meet biological criteria.
does not meet MDEP vernal pool criteria.

Comments:

DEPLW0897-82008 03/16/2011

Print Form
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Photo 1 - VP 02DT, Man-made pool. Facing northwest.
Stantec. April 29, 2015

Photo 2 - VP 02DT, Man-made pool. Facing south.
Stantec. April 29, 2015

Maine State Vernal Pool Assessment Form
INSTRUCTIONS: Complete all 3 pages of form as thoroughly as possible. Most fields are required for pool registration.

Observer's Pool ID:VP 03DT

MDIFW Pool ID:

1. PRIMARY OBSERVER INFORMATION
a. Observer name: Danielle Tetreau
b. Contact and credentials previously provided?

No (submit Addendum 1)

Yes

No (submit Addendum 1)

Yes

2. PROJECT CONTACT INFORMATION
a. Contact name:

same as observer

other

b. Contact and credentials previously provided?
c. Project Name: Lewiston Elementary School

NOTE: Clear photographs or digital images of a) the pool and b) the indicators (one example of each
species egg mass) are required for nonprofessional observers and encouraged for all observers.
3. LANDOWNER CONTACT INFORMATION
a. Are you the landowner?

Yes

No

If no, was landowner permission obtained for survey?

Yes

No

b. Landowner's contact information (required)
Name: Frank Corrao
Street Address: 55 Old Lisbon Rd
c.

Phone:
City: Lewiston

State: ME

Zip: 04240

Large Projects: check if separate project landowner data file submitted

4. VERNAL POOL LOCATION INFORMATION
a. Location Township: Lewiston, ME
Brief site directions to the pool (using mapped landmarks):
Take Route 196-N to North Lisbon Road, then to Old Lisbon Road to Site G
b. Mapping Requirements: At least 2 of the 3 must be submitted (check those submitted):
USGS topographic map with pool clearly marked.
Large scale aerial photograph with pool clearly marked.
GPS data (complete section below).
GPS location of vernal pool
Longitude/Easting: -70.170117
Check Datum:
Check one:

NAD27

Latitude/Northing: 44.07313
NAD83 / WGS84

Coordinate system:

GIS shapefile
- send to Jason.Czapiga@maine.gov; observer has reviewed shape accuracy (best)
The pool perimeter is delineated by multiple GPS points. (excellent)
- Include map or spreadsheet with coordinates.

The above GPS point is at the center of the pool. (good)
The center of the pool is approximately
m
/ft
degrees from the above GPS point. (acceptable)
DEPLW0897-82008 03/16/2011

in the compass direction of
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Maine State Vernal Pool Assessment Form
5. VERNAL POOL HABITAT INFORMATION
a. Habitat survey date (only if different from indicator survey dates on page 3):4-30-15
b. Wetland habitat characterization
Choose the best descriptor for the landscape setting:
Pool associated with larger wetland complex
Isolated depression
Other:
Floodplain depression
Check all wetland types that best apply to this pool:
Forested swamp
Wet meadow
Shrub swamp
Peatland (fen or bog)
Emergent marsh

Slow stream
Floodplain overflow / oxbow
Headwater seepage
Other:

Lake/Pond
Abandoned beaver flowage
Active beaver flowage

c. Vernal pool status under the Natural Resources Protection Act (NRPA)
i. Pool Origin:

Natural

Natural-Modified

Unnatural

Unknown

If modified, unnatural or unknown, describe any modern or historic human impacts to the pool (required):
Edge of cleared ROW at property boundary, soil pile adjacent to pool depression as if excavated.
ii. Pool Hydrology
Select the pool's estimated hydroperiod AND provide rationale for opinion.
Semi-permanent
Ephemeral
Permanent
(drying partially in all years and
(drying out completely
completely in drought years)
in most years)
Explain:

Unknown

Shallow water in pool, open canopy. The natural PSS part of this wetland had no standing water.
Maximum depth at survey:

0-12" (0-1 ft.)

12-36" (1-3 ft.)

Approximate size of pool (at spring highwater): Width: 12

36-60" (3-5 ft.)
m

ft

Length: 15

>60" (>5 ft.)
m

ft

Predominate substrate in order of increasing hydroperiod:
Mineral soil (bare, leaf-litter bottom, or upland
mosses present)
Mineral soil (sphagnum moss present)

Organic matter (peat/muck) shallow or
restricted to deepest portion
Organic matter (peat/muck) deep and widespread

Pool vegetation indicators in order of increasing hydroperiod (check all that apply):
Terrestrial nonvascular spp. (e.g. haircap
Wet site ferns (e.g. royal fern, marsh fern)
moss, lycopodium spp.)
Wet site shrubs (e.g. highbush blueberry, maleberry,
Dry site ferns (e.g. spinulose wood fern,
winterberry, mountain holly)
lady fern, bracken fern)
Wet site graminoids (e.g. blue-joint grass, tussock
Moist site ferns (e.g. sensitive fern, cinnamon
sedge, cattail, bulrushes)
fern, interrupted fern, New York fern)
Aquatic vascular spp. (e.g. pickerelweed, arrowhead)
Moist site vasculars (e.g. skunk cabbage,
jewelweed, blue flag iris, swamp candle)
Floating or submerged aquatics (e.g. water lily,
water shield, pond weed, bladderwort)
Sphagnum moss (anchored or suspended)
No vegetation in pool
Faunal indicators (check all that apply):
Bullfrog or Green Frog tadpoles
Fish
Other:
iii. Inlet/Outlet Flow Permanency
Type of inlet or outlet (a seasonal or permanent channel providing water flowing into or out of the pool):
No inlet or outlet

Permanent inlet or outlet (channel with well-defined banks and permanent flow)

Intermittent inlet
or outlet

Other or Unknown (explain):

DEPLW0897-82008 03/16/2011
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Maine State Vernal Pool Assessment Form
6. VERNAL POOL INDICATOR INFORMATION
a. Indicator survey dates: 4/30/15
b. Indicator abundance criteria
Yes

Was the entire pool surveyed for egg masses?

No; what % of pool surveyed?

For each indicator species, indicate the exact number of egg masses, confidence level for species
determination, and egg mass maturity. Separate cells are provided for separate survey dates.
INDICATOR
SPECIES
Wood Frog

Egg Masses (or adult Fairy Shrimp)
Egg Mass
Confidence
Maturity 2
Level 1

#

3

7

Spotted
Salamander
Blue-spotted
Salamander

Tadpoles/Larvae
Confidence
Observed
Level1

A

0
0

Fairy Shrimp 3 0
1-Confidence level: 1 = <60%, 2 = 60-95%, 3 = >95%
2-Egg mass maturity: F= Fresh (<24 hrs), M= Mature (round embryos), A= Advanced (looser matrix, curved embryos), H= Hatched or hatching
3-Fairy Shrimp: X = present

c. Rarity criteria
Note any rare species associated with vernal pools. Check the method(s) of verification and fill in the
confidence level (CL) for each species observation. Observations should be accompanied by photographs
(labeled with observer name, pool location, and date).
Method of Verification*

SPECIES

P

H

S

CL**

Method of Verification*

SPECIES

Blanding's Turtle

Wood Turtle

Spotted Turtle

Ribbon Snake

Ringed Boghaunter

Other:

P

H

S

CL**

*Method of verification: P = Photographed, H = Handled, S = Seen
**CL - Confidence level in species determination: 1= <60%, 2= 60-95%, 3= >95%

d. Optional observer recommendation:
SVP

Potential SVP

Non Significant VP

Indicator Breeding Area

e. General vernal pool comments and/or observations of other wildlife:
Man-made pool. Very small portion on parcel, adjacent to ROW. No 2nd visit.

Send completed form and supporting documentation to: Maine Dept. of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife
Attn: Vernal Pools
650 State Street, Bangor, ME 04401

NOTE: Digital submission (to Jason.Czapiga@maine.gov) of vernal pool field forms and photographs is only
acceptable for projects with 3 or fewer assessed pools; larger projects must be mailed as hard copies.
For MDIFW use only
This pool is:

Reviewed by MDIFW Date:

Significant

Potentially Significant
but lacking critical data

Initials:
Not Significant due to:

does not meet biological criteria.
does not meet MDEP vernal pool criteria.

Comments:

DEPLW0897-82008 03/16/2011

Print Form
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Photo 1 - VP 03DT, Man-made pool. Facing north.
Stantec. April 30, 2015

Photo 2 - VP 03DT, Man-made pool. Facing south.
Stantec. April 30, 2015

APPENDIX D
UNITED STATES FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE COORDINATION

JN: 10336.049

ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT
LWCF 6(F)3 CONVERSION
PLOURDE-WEBSTER PARCEL, LEWISTON, MAINE

United States Department of the Interior
FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
Maine Ecological Services Field Office
P. O. Box A
East Orland, ME 04431
Phone: (207) 469-7300 Fax: (207) 902-1588
http://www.fws.gov/mainefieldoffice/index.html

In Reply Refer To:
February 15, 2018
Consultation Code: 05E1ME00-2018-SLI-0377
Event Code: 05E1ME00-2018-E-00770
Project Name: LWCF 6(f)(3) Conversion - 324 Alfred Plourde Parkway, 623 and 645 Webster
Street, Lewiston, ME
Subject: List of threatened and endangered species that may occur in your proposed project
location, and/or may be affected by your proposed project
To Whom It May Concern:
The enclosed species list identifies the threatened, endangered, candidate, and proposed species
and designated or proposed critical habitat that may occur within the boundary of your
proposed project or may be affected by your proposed project. This species list fulfills the
requirements of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) under section 7(c) of the
Endangered Species Act (Act) of 1973, as amended (16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.).
New information based on updated surveys, changes in the abundance and distribution of
species, changed habitat conditions, or other factors could change this list. Please feel free to
contact us if you need more current information or assistance regarding the potential impacts to
federally proposed, listed, and candidate species and federally designated and proposed critical
habitat. Please note that under 50 CFR 402.12(e) of the regulations implementing section 7 of
the Act, the accuracy of this species list should be verified after 90 days. This verification can be
completed formally or informally as desired. The Service recommends that verification be
completed by visiting the ECOS-IPaC Web site at regular intervals during project planning and
implementation for updates to species lists and information. An updated list may be requested
through the ECOS-IPaC system by completing the same process used to receive the enclosed
list.
The purpose of the Act is to provide a means whereby threatened and endangered species and
the ecosystems upon which they depend may be conserved. Under sections 7(a)(1) and 7(a)(2)
of the Act and its implementing regulations (50 CFR 402 et seq.), Federal agencies are required
to utilize their authorities to carry out programs for the conservation of threatened and

02/15/2018

Event Code: 05E1ME00-2018-E-00770

endangered species and to determine whether projects may affect threatened and endangered
species and/or designated critical habitat.
A Biological Assessment is required for construction projects (or other undertakings having
similar physical impacts) that are major Federal actions significantly affecting the quality of the
human environment as defined in the National Environmental Policy Act (42 U.S.C. 4332(2)
(c)). For projects other than major construction activities, the Service suggests that a biological
evaluation similar to a Biological Assessment be prepared to determine whether the project may
affect listed or proposed species and designated or proposed critical habitat. Recommended
contents of a Biological Assessment are described at 50 CFR 402.12.
If a Federal agency determines, based on the Biological Assessment or biological evaluation,
that listed species or designated critical habitat may be affected by the proposed project, the
agency is required to consult with the Service pursuant to 50 CFR 402. In addition, the Service
recommends that candidate species, proposed species and proposed critical habitat be addressed
within the consultation. More information on the regulations and procedures for section 7
consultation, including the role of permit or license applicants, can be found in the Endangered
Species Consultation Handbook at: http://www.fws.gov/endangered/esa-library/pdf/TOCGLOS.PDF
This species list also identifies candidate species under review for listing and those species that
the Service considers species of concern. Candidate species have no protection under the Act
but are included for consideration because they could be listed prior to completion of your
project. Species of concern are those taxa whose conservation status is of concern to the
Service (i.e., species previously known as Category 2 candidates), but for which further
information is needed.
If a proposed project may affect only candidate species or species of concern, you are not
required to prepare a Biological Assessment or biological evaluation or to consult with the
Service. However, the Service recommends minimizing effects to these species to prevent
future conflicts. Therefore, if early evaluation indicates that a project will affect a
candidate species or species of concern, you may wish to request technical assistance from this
office to identify appropriate minimization measures.
Please be aware that bald and golden eagles are not protected under the Endangered Species
Act but are protected under the Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act (16 U.S.C. 668 et seq.).
Projects affecting these species may require development of an eagle conservation plan:
http://www.fws.gov/windenergy/eagle_guidance.html Information on the location of bald eagle
nests in Maine can be found on the Maine Field Office Web site:
http://www.fws.gov/mainefieldoffice/Project%20review4.html
Additionally, wind energy projects should follow the wind energy guidelines:
http://www.fws.gov/windenergy/ for minimizing impacts to migratory birds and bats. Projects
may require development of an avian and bat protection plan.
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Event Code: 05E1ME00-2018-E-00770

Migratory birds are also a Service trust resource. Under the Migratory Bird Treaty Act,
construction activities in grassland, wetland, stream, woodland, and other habitats that would
result in the take of migratory birds, eggs, young, or active nests should be avoided. Guidance
for minimizing impacts to migratory birds for projects including communications towers (e.g.,
cellular, digital television, radio, and emergency broadcast) can be found at:
http://www.fws.gov/migratorybirds/CurrentBirdIssues/Hazards/towers/towers.htm and at:
http://www.towerkill.com; and at:
http://www.fws.gov/migratorybirds/CurrentBirdIssues/Hazards/towers/comtow.html
We appreciate your concern for threatened and endangered species. The Service encourages
Federal agencies to include conservation of threatened and endangered species into their project
planning to further the purposes of the Act. Please include the Consultation Tracking Number in
the header of this letter with any request for consultation or correspondence about your project
that you submit to our office.
Attachment(s):
▪ Official Species List
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Official Species List
This list is provided pursuant to Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act, and fulfills the
requirement for Federal agencies to "request of the Secretary of the Interior information whether
any species which is listed or proposed to be listed may be present in the area of a proposed
action".
This species list is provided by:
Maine Ecological Services Field Office
P. O. Box A
East Orland, ME 04431
(207) 469-7300
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Event Code: 05E1ME00-2018-E-00770

Project Summary
Consultation Code: 05E1ME00-2018-SLI-0377
Event Code:

05E1ME00-2018-E-00770

Project Name:

LWCF 6(f)(3) Conversion - 324 Alfred Plourde Parkway, 623 and 645
Webster Street, Lewiston, ME

Project Type:

Federal Grant / Loan Related

Project Description: Convert former parks located at 70 cedar street and 198 lincoln street for
three properties located at 324 Alfred Plourde Parkway, 623 and 645
Webster Street in Lewison, Maine. Converted land to be used for hiking
trails.
Project Location:
Approximate location of the project can be viewed in Google Maps: https://
www.google.com/maps/place/44.08475672855248N70.1790874481747W

Counties: Androscoggin, ME

2
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Endangered Species Act Species
There is a total of 3 threatened, endangered, or candidate species on this species list. Species on
this list should be considered in an effects analysis for your project and could include species that
exist in another geographic area. For example, certain fish may appear on the species list because
a project could affect downstream species. See the "Critical habitats" section below for those
critical habitats that lie wholly or partially within your project area under this office's
jurisdiction. Please contact the designated FWS office if you have questions.

Mammals
NAME

STATUS

Northern Long-eared Bat Myotis septentrionalis

Threatened

No critical habitat has been designated for this species.
Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/9045

Fishes
NAME

STATUS

Atlantic Salmon Salmo salar

Endangered

Population: Gulf of Maine DPS
There is final critical habitat for this species. Your location overlaps the critical habitat.
Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/2097

Flowering Plants
NAME

STATUS

Small Whorled Pogonia Isotria medeoloides

Threatened

No critical habitat has been designated for this species.
Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/1890

Critical habitats
There is 1 critical habitat wholly or partially within your project area under this office's
jurisdiction.
NAME

STATUS

Atlantic Salmon Salmo salar

Final

https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/2097#crithab

Species Summary Table
Your name: Wesley Harden
Project name used in IPaC: LWCF 6(f)(3) Conversion - 324 Alfred Plourde Parkway, 623 and 645 Webster Street, Lewiston, ME
Date: 02/03/2018

Step 2
Listed or candidate
species that are likely
present according to
the Official Species
List from IPaC?
“No Species” or IPaC
species list

Step 2
Is your
action area
in critical
habitat (only
for Canada
lynx or
Atlantic
salmon)?

Step 3A
Is suitable habitat
for listed or
candidate species
present in your
action area?
“suitable habitat
present”
“suitable habitat not
present”
“Don’t know”
Suitable habitat
present

Step 3B
Does the species
occur in your action
area?
“Species present”
“Species not
present”
“Don’t know”

Bald eagle nests from
Step 4.
Northern Long-eared
bat

Yes or No

Atlantic Salmon

yes

Suitable habitat not
present

Species not present

Small Whorled
Pogonia

no

Don’t know

Species not present

Bald Eagle

No

Nest 626A

Nest 626A

no

Step 4
Is your project likely
to take or disturb
eagles and require
an Eagle Act
permit?
“Will not disturb”
“May disturb”
“Don’t know”

Don’t know

Step 5
Determinations
for the
Endangered
Species Act –
only Federal
agencies
complete this
column

Notes and Documentation
(provide additional information if
needed)

“No effect”
“May effect”

The stream present at the site
is small, low flow, and water
quality is impared.
No known occurrences in
Androscoggin County.
Unlikely to disturb

Nest 626A is located 1.04-miles
northwest of the project area.
Notes: The project involves the conversion of two former parks in the City of Lewiston to three adjoining parcels located at 325 Alfred A. Plourde Parkway. The
proposed action is to construct nature trails and boardwalks at the Site with minimal intrusion.
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PAUL R. LEPAGE

STATE OF MAINE
DEPARTMENT OF
INLAND FISHERIES & WILDLIFE
284 STATE STREET
41 STATE HOUSE STATION
AUGUSTA ME 04333-0041

CHANDLER E. WOODCOCK
COMMISSIONER

GOVERNOR

December 6, 2017
Wesley Harden
CES, Inc.
640 Main Street
Lewiston, ME 04240
RE: Information Request - 325 Alfred A. Plourde LWFC Fund, Lewiston
Dear Wesley:
Per your request received November 29, 2017, we have reviewed current Maine Department of Inland
Fisheries and Wildlife (MDIFW) information for known locations of Endangered, Threatened, and
Special Concern species; designated Essential and Significant Wildlife Habitats; and fisheries habitat
concerns within the vicinity of the 325 Alfred A. Plourde LWFC Fund Project in Lewiston. For
purposes of this review we are assuming that the parcel will involve future development.
Our Department has not mapped any Essential Habitats that would be directly affected by your project.
Endangered, Threatened, and Special Concern Species
Bats
Of the eight species of bats that occur in Maine, the three Myotis species are protected under Maine’s
Endangered Species Act (MESA) and are afforded special protection under 12 M.R.S §12801 - §12810.
The three Myotis species include little brown bat (State Endangered), northern long-eared bat (State
Endangered), and eastern small-footed bat (State Threatened). The five remaining bat species are listed
as Special Concern: big brown bat, red bat, hoary bat, silver-haired bat, and tri-colored bat.
While a comprehensive statewide inventory for bats has not been completed, it is likely that several of
these species occur within the project area during migration and/or the breeding season. We recommend
that you contact the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service--Maine Fish and Wildlife Complex (Wende
Mahaney, 207-902-1569) for further guidance, as the northern long-eared bat is also listed as a
Threatened Species under the Federal Endangered Species Act. Otherwise, our Agency does not
anticipate significant impacts to any of the bat species as a result of any future development of this site.

PHONE: (207) 287-5254

FISH AND WILDLIFE ON THE WEB:
www.maine.gov/ifw

EMAIL ADDRESS:
John.Perry@maine.gov

Letter to Wesley Harden
Comments RE: Lewiston, 325 Alfred A. Plourde LWFC Fund
December 6, 2017

Significant Wildlife Habitat
Significant Vernal Pools
At this time, MDIFW Significant Wildlife Habitat (SWH) maps indicate no known presence of SWHs
within the project area, which include Waterfowl and Wading Bird Habitats, Seabird Nesting Islands,
Shorebird Areas, and Significant Vernal Pools. However, a comprehensive statewide inventory for
Significant Vernal Pools has not been completed. Therefore, we recommend that surveys for vernal
pools be conducted within the project boundary by qualified wetland scientists prior to any future
development to determine whether there are Significant Vernal Pools present in the area. These surveys
should extend up to 250 feet beyond the anticipated project footprint because of potential performance
standard requirements for off-site Significant Vernal Pools, assuming such pools are located on land
owned or controlled by the applicant. Once surveys are completed, our Department will need to review
and verify any vernal pool data prior to final determination of significance.
Fisheries Habitat
Without details, it is difficult to know what impacts any future development may have on the mapped
streams within the search area. That being said, MDIFW makes the following general recommendations
as they pertain to streams.
We recommend that a 100-foot undisturbed vegetated buffer be maintained along these streams. Buffers
should be measured from the edge of stream or associated fringe and floodplain wetlands. Maintaining
and enhancing buffers along streams that support coldwater fisheries is critical to the protection of water
temperatures, water quality, natural inputs of coarse woody debris, and various forms of aquatic life
necessary to support conditions required by many fish species. Stream crossings should be avoided, but
if a stream crossing is necessary, or an existing crossing needs to be modified, it should be designed to
provide full fish passage. Small streams, including intermittent streams, can provide crucial rearing
habitat, cold water for thermal refugia, and abundant food for juvenile salmonids on a seasonal basis and
undersized crossings may inhibit these functions. Generally, MDIFW recommends that all new,
modified, and replacement stream crossings be sized to span at least 1.2 times the bankfull width of the
stream. In addition, we generally recommend that stream crossings be open bottomed (i.e. natural
bottom), although embedded structures which are backfilled with representative streambed material have
been shown to be effective in not only providing habitat connectivity for fish but also for other aquatic
organisms. Construction Best Management Practices should be closely followed to avoid erosion,
sedimentation, alteration of stream flow, and other impacts as eroding soils from construction activities
can travel significant distances as well as transport other pollutants resulting in direct impacts to fish and
fisheries habitat. In addition, we recommend that any necessary instream work occur between July 15
and October 1.
This consultation review has been conducted specifically for known MDIFW jurisdictional features and
should not be interpreted as a comprehensive review for the presence of other regulated features that
may occur in this area. Prior to the start of any future site disturbance we recommend additional
consultation with the municipality, and other state resource agencies including the Maine Natural Areas
Program and Maine Department of Environmental Protection in order to avoid unintended protected
resource disturbance.
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Comments RE: Lewiston, 325 Alfred A. Plourde LWFC Fund
December 6, 2017

Please feel free to contact my office if you have any questions regarding this information, or if I can be
of any further assistance.
Best regards,

John Perry
Environmental Review Coordinator
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STATE OF MAINE
DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, CONSERVATION & FORESTRY
PAUL R. LEPAGE
GOVERNOR

93 STATE HOUSE STATION
AUGUSTA, MAINE 04333

WALTER E. WHITCOMB
COMMISSIONER

February 2, 2018
Wesley Harden
CES
640 Main Street
Lewiston, ME 04240
Via email: wharden@ces-maine.com
Re: Rare and exemplary botanical features in proximity to: #10336.049, Athletic Facilities, 325 Alfred A. Plourde
Parkway, Lewiston, Maine
Dear Mr. Harden:
I have searched the Natural Areas Program’s Biological and Conservation Data System files in response to your
request received February 2, 2018 for information on the presence of rare or unique botanical features
documented from the vicinity of the project in Lewiston, Maine. Rare and unique botanical features include the
habitat of rare, threatened, or endangered plant species and unique or exemplary natural communities. Our review
involves examining maps, manual and computerized records, other sources of information such as scientific
articles or published references, and the personal knowledge of staff or cooperating experts.
Our official response covers only botanical features. For authoritative information and official response for
zoological features you must make a similar request to the Maine Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife,
284 State Street, Augusta, Maine 04333.
According to the information currently in our Biological and Conservation Data System files, there are no rare
botanical features documented specifically within the project area. This lack of data may indicate minimal survey
efforts rather than confirm the absence of rare botanical features. You may want to have the site inventoried by a
qualified field biologist to ensure that no undocumented rare features are inadvertently harmed.
If a field survey of the project area is conducted, please refer to the enclosed supplemental information regarding
rare and exemplary botanical features documented to occur in the vicinity of the project site. The list may include
information on features that have been known to occur historically in the area as well as recently field-verified
information. While historic records have not been documented in several years, they may persist in the area if
suitable habitat exists. The enclosed list identifies features with potential to occur in the area, and it should be
considered if you choose to conduct field surveys.
This finding is available and appropriate for preparation and review of environmental assessments, but it is not a
substitute for on-site surveys. Comprehensive field surveys do not exist for all natural areas in Maine, and in the
absence of a specific field investigation, the Maine Natural Areas Program cannot provide a definitive statement
on the presence or absence of unusual natural features at this site.

MOLLY DOCHERTY, DIRECTOR
MAINE NATURAL AREAS PROGRAM

PHONE: (207) 287-8044
FAX: (207) 287-8040
WWW.MAINE.GOV/DACF/MNAP

Letter to CES
Comments RE: Athletic Facilities, Lewiston
February 2, 2018
Page 2 of 2

The Natural Areas Program is continuously working to achieve a more comprehensive database of exemplary
natural features in Maine. We would appreciate the contribution of any information obtained should you decide
to do field work. The Natural Areas Program welcomes coordination with individuals or organizations proposing
environmental alteration, or conducting environmental assessments. If, however, data provided by the Natural
Areas Program are to be published in any form, the Program should be informed at the outset and credited as the
source.
The Natural Areas Program has instituted a fee structure of $75.00 an hour to recover the actual cost of processing
your request for information. You will receive an invoice for $150.00 for two hours of our services.
Thank you for using the Natural Areas Program in the environmental review process. Please do not hesitate to
contact me if you have further questions about the Natural Areas Program or about rare or unique botanical
features on this site.
Sincerely,

Kristen Puryear | Ecologist | Maine Natural Areas Program
207-287-8043 | kristen.puryear@maine.gov

Rare and Exemplary Botanical Features within 4 miles of

Project: #10366.049, Athletic Facilities, 325 Alfred A. Plourde Parkway, Lewiston, Maine

Common Name

State
Status

State
Rank

Global
Rank

Date Last
Observed

Occurrence
Number

Habitat

Broad Beech Fern
SC

S2

G5

1991-06

18

Hardwood to mixed forest (forest, upland)

S3

G5

1938-08-18

11

Dry barrens (partly forested, upland),Hardwood to mixed forest
(forest, upland)

Fern-leaved False Foxglove
SC

Maine Natural Areas Program

Page 1 of 1

www.maine.gov/dacf/mnap

STATE RARITY RANKS
S1

S2
S3
S4
S5
SU
SNR
SNA
S#?

Note:

Critically imperiled in Maine because of extreme rarity (five or fewer occurrences or very few
remaining individuals or acres) or because some aspect of its biology makes it especially
vulnerable to extirpation from the State of Maine.
Imperiled in Maine because of rarity (6-20 occurrences or few remaining individuals or acres) or
because of other factors making it vulnerable to further decline.
Rare in Maine (20-100 occurrences).
Apparently secure in Maine.
Demonstrably secure in Maine.
Under consideration for assigning rarity status; more information needed on threats or distribution.
Not yet ranked.
Rank not applicable.
Current occurrence data suggests assigned rank, but lack of survey effort along with amount of
potential habitat create uncertainty (e.g. S3?).
State Rarity Ranks are determined by the Maine Natural Areas Program for rare plants and rare
and exemplary natural communities and ecosystems. The Maine Department of Inland Fisheries
and Wildlife determines State Rarity Ranks for animals.
GLOBAL RARITY RANKS

G1

G3
G4
G5
GNR

Critically imperiled globally because of extreme rarity (five or fewer occurrences or very few
remaining individuals or acres) or because some aspect of its biology makes it especially
vulnerable to extinction.
Globally imperiled because of rarity (6-20 occurrences or few remaining individuals or acres) or
because of other factors making it vulnerable to further decline.
Globally rare (20-100 occurrences).
Apparently secure globally.
Demonstrably secure globally.
Not yet ranked.

Note:

Global Ranks are determined by NatureServe.

G2

STATE LEGAL STATUS
Note:

State legal status is according to 5 M.R.S.A. § 13076-13079, which mandates the Department of
Conservation to produce and biennially update the official list of Maine’s Endangered and
Threatened plants. The list is derived by a technical advisory committee of botanists who use
data in the Natural Areas Program’s database to recommend status changes to the Department of
Conservation.

E

ENDANGERED; Rare and in danger of being lost from the state in the foreseeable future; or
federally listed as Endangered.
THREATENED; Rare and, with further decline, could become endangered; or federally listed as
Threatened.

T

NON-LEGAL STATUS
SC
PE

SPECIAL CONCERN; Rare in Maine, based on available information, but not sufficiently rare to
be considered Threatened or Endangered.
Potentially Extirpated; Species has not been documented in Maine in past 20 years or loss of last
known occurrence has been documented.
Visit our website for more information on rare, threatened, and endangered species!
http://www.maine.gov/dacf/mnap

ELEMENT OCCURRENCE RANKS - EO RANKS
Element Occurrence ranks are used to describe the quality of a rare plant population or natural community
based on three factors:
- Size: Size of community or population relative to other known examples in Maine. Community or
population’s viability, capability to maintain itself.
- Condition: For communities, condition includes presence of representative species, maturity of
species, and evidence of human-caused disturbance. For plants, factors include species vigor and
evidence of human-caused disturbance.
- Landscape context: Land uses and/or condition of natural communities surrounding the observed
area. Ability of the observed community or population to be protected from effects of adjacent
land uses.
These three factors are combined into an overall ranking of the feature of A, B, C, or D, where A indicates
an excellent example of the community or population and D indicates a poor example of the community or
population. A rank of E indicates that the community or population is extant but there is not enough data
to assign a quality rank. The Maine Natural Areas Program tracks all occurrences of rare (S1-S3) plants
and natural communities as well as A and B ranked common (S4-S5) natural communities.
Note:

Element Occurrence Ranks are determined by the Maine Natural Areas Program for rare plants
and rare and exemplary natural communities and ecosystems. The Maine Department of Inland
Fisheries and Wildlife determines Element Occurrence ranks for animals.
Visit our website for more information on rare, threatened, and endangered species!
http://www.maine.gov/dacf/mnap

APPENDIX G
MAINE DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION COORDINATION

JN: 10336.049

ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT
LWCF 6(F)3 CONVERSION
PLOURDE-WEBSTER PARCEL, LEWISTON, MAINE

STATE OF MAINE

DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION

PAUL R. LEPAGE

PAUL MERCER

GOVERNOR

COMMISSIONER

December 12, 2017
CES, Inc.
Attn: Wesley Harden, C.G.
640 Main Street
Lewiston, ME 04240
Re: Proposed LWCF Conversion | 325 Alfred A. Plourde Parkway | Lewiston, Maine
Dear Wesley Harden, C.G.;
Enclosed please find a map in response to your request for information regarding licenses,
permits, and areas of concern to the Department in Lewiston. The map shows your
approximate project area and was generated from Maine Geographic Information System (GIS)
data layers maintained by the Maine Department of Environmental Protection and the Maine
Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife. Based on this information, it appears that
protected natural resources including a river, stream or brook and freshwater wetland have
been identified within the project area.
The project area should also be screened by a qualified professional during the appropriate
identification period to determine if significant vernal pools are present.
You also requested information regarding any Department permits for the property. Our
database does not show any permits for the lot located on Alfred A. Plourde Parkway, however
without the full land ownership history we are unable to determine if a permit exists for the
site.
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at dustin.dorr@maine.gov or 207-2154525.
Sincerely,

Dustin Dorr, Project Manager
Division of Land Resource Regulation
Bureau of Land Resources

AUGUSTA
17 STATE HOUSE STATION
AUGUSTA, MAINE 04333-0017

BANGOR
106 HOGAN ROAD, SUITE 6
BANGOR, MAINE 04401

(207) 287-7688 FAX: (207) 287-7826

(207) 941-4570 FAX: (207) 941-4584

web site: www.maine.gov/dep

PORTLAND
312 CANCO ROAD
PORTLAND, MAINE 04103
(207) 822-6300 FAX: (207) 822-6303

PRESQUE ISLE
1235 CENTRAL DRIVE, SKYWAY PARK
PRESQUE ISLE, MAINE 04769
(207) 764-0477 FAX: (207) 760-3143
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