WHEN THE SNOWFALL STARTS
An important step in dealing with snowfall is sanding/salting of streets. Top priority is given to
the City’s main routes. These routes are streets that the City has found to have the heaviest
year-round traffic and usually are major arterials such as Main St., Sabattus St., Lisbon St., and
East Ave. Along with the major arterials, which receive top priority, are the areas which cross or
are adjacent to the bodies of water and areas where large hills are located. Examples are all
bridges over the Androscoggin River and the Canal and areas such as Lincoln St. and No Name
Pond Rd.
The application of sand/salt begins when frozen precipitation begins to fall. All operations begin
by sanding/salting the streets and continue until all the streets are clear, or until it is no longer
effective due to the depth of snow. Salt keeps the snow from bonding to the pavement and
allows for cleaner plowing. An average of 200 tons of salt is used for each plowable storm in
Lewiston.

WHENTHE SNOWFALL CONTINUES
When two to three inches of snow have accumulated and more is expected, snow is more
economically removed by plowing rather than sanding/salting. All public roads, main arterials, as
well as residential streets, may be plowed by Public Works’ personnel. Our first responsibility is
to open the main arterials and other heavily traveled areas. The arterials are key to maintaining
a steady flow of traffic.
The units assigned to plow main arterials are the first to be called. Each storm is different and
presents a challenge than can be very difficult to handle. Such things as temperature, time of
day, traffic conditions, rate of snowfall, and texture of snow are just a few factors affecting the
impact of a storm in Lewiston. The amount of snowfall along can be deceptive. For instance, a
small storm during a weekday rush hour can cause major problems, while an equivalent storm
on the weekend or late at night may cause little trouble. Light snow and heavy winds will cause
continual drifting and ice build-up. Heaving wet snow will bring down trees and wires and cause
additional equipment strain. Snow turning to rain will cause low areas to flood requiring
immediate attention to eliminate further problems. Trained crews take pride in clearing the City’s
streets and are dedicated to perform in a professional manner. Once a storm has ended, it
takes approximately six to eight hours to complete the snow plowing of Lewiston’s 191 miles of
road.

SNOW REMOVAL
Snow removal is the act of physically removing the
accumulated snow which has been plowed to the
edge of the roadway and disposing of it in a
designated snow dump site. Snow removal is
performed in hazardous areas first. “Little Canada,”
lower Lisbon St. (from Adams Ave. to Main St.) and
Main Street from Longley Bridge to Central Main
Medical Center are the first to be addressed. All
streets equipped with parking meters are next to be
cleared. From there, the crews work their way
throughout the heart of the City and may skip over to
more congested areas. This service is performed in
downtown areas during late evening and early

morning hours when parking is not permitted and traffic is at its lowest point. Other areas are
done during the day. During the course of the winter, it may become necessary to divide the
work force into two shifts and perform this service both day and night. This type of scheduling
adds additional strain to personnel as well as to the equipment, but is necessary to provide safe
and efficient conditions.

OTHER WINTER STORM SERVICES
Other services which are performed by the Lewiston Public Works Department are:
 Sidewalk plowing (designated areas only)
 Sidewalk sanding
 The top of catch basins are cleared
 Crews shovel public walkways, bus stops and bridges
 Snow is plowed and removed from publicly owned buildings such as all public schools,
the public library, City Hall, parking garages, the police station, and all fire stations.

