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PRIVATE BLOCKS

Lewiston’s population quickly outstripped the mill blocks, and private hous-
ing arose to meet the need. Although designed to provide economical living for
the largest number of people, the blocks or tenements exhibit a wide variety of
different architectural styles. The years when these styles were popular offer a
rough means by which to estimate the date of construction. However, the con-
tinued popularity of some building styles means there is considerable over-
lapping.

The three story wooden block at 156 Lincoln Street is a case in point, It was
built in 1875 and thereby reveals the persistence of a style popular in the
1850’s and 1860’. It furthermore demonstrates that private builders could
express successfully in an economical wooden building the same combination
of Greek Revival and Italian forms that the mill owners did in their more ex-
pensive brick structures. In this block only the center windows possess their
original trim, but these and the doorway exhibit the same restrained orna-
mentation as in the mill blocks, Over all the severely regular arrangement of the
door and windows provide a similar note of harmony and order. The flat roof,
eaves, and brackets reflect the Italian elements in this style that enjoyed a long
popularity.

Building styles were in process of change. The block on the corner of Chest-
nut and Lincoln Streets, built in 1890, illustrates a reaction to the rationality
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