
 

City of 
Lewiston  

Newsletter 

                 
 

Fall             
edition 

 

Photo by SJ 

Sep
tem

b
er 

  2019 



 

 Inside this edition 
 

 Items of Interest  Page   3‐9     

Solid Waste, Recycling, & Yard                                       
Maintenance; Events update; Peƫngill                  
School sign returns to Park; NoƟfy Me;                   
Lewiston Places Trunk or Treat, Nov. 2nd;                 
and new holiday lighƟng in the downtown; 
New Program ‐ Sand for Seniors 

 

 Economic & Community             
Development       Page 10‐11                                                               
Director Lincoln Jeffers     

           

 Planning & Code                             
Enforcement    Page 12        

Director David Hediger     

             

 Police      Page 13‐14                                                                       
Chief Brian O’Malley 

   

 Public Works     Page 15‐19  

Director Dale Doughty                                                                                              
     

 

   

 Social Services  Page 20‐22                                                                       
Director Elaine BrackeƩ                                                 

Executive Office 

Mayor Kristen Cloutier                  
kclouƟer@lewistonmaine.gov   

 

City Administrator                  
Edward Barrett                  

ebarreƩ@lewistonmaine.gov  
 

Deputy City Administrator                  
Denis D’Auteuil                  

ddauteuil@lewistonmaine.gov 

 

 

LEWISTON CITY HALL                                     

27 Pine Street, Lewiston, ME 04240 

Tel. 207.513.3121; Fax 207.795.5069 

www.lewistonmaine.gov 



 

 Items of Interest                                
RECYCLING & YARD MAINTENANCE 



 

 Recycling - QUESTIONS & ANSWERS 



LANDLORDS & TENANTS and                   
ENFORCEMENT 



 

  Event Update September was a busy month for events!  

The Walk to End Alzheimer’s, and the                     

Dempsey Challenge were held at Simard‐

Payne Park and were both very successful   

fundraisers that brought many folks to the            

area.                                                                                   

 

The Community Block Party was held on a porƟon of 

Pine Street that was closed to traffic for the event. 

Sponsors included Community Credit Union, Webb’s 

Market, ForƟn Funeral Home, Healthy Neighbor‐

hoods and co‐sponsor, The City of Lewiston.                        

A free BBQ, DJ, bounce house, and face painƟng 

were only a few highlights of the evening. Jennifer 

Hogan, President & CEO of Community Credit Union 

remarked, “There were so many Ɵmes throughout the 

event where I witnessed our community coming to-

gether in remarkable ways. It truly warmed my heart.”   

The Farmers’ Market at Mill 5 and CulƟvaƟng Community Farmers’ Market held at                        

Kennedy Park conƟnued throughout the month giving consumers the opportunity to buy 

fresh, and local. The Good Food Bus from St. Mary’s NutriƟon Center was also available at 

different locaƟons in the city.                                

ART WALK LA was held on the last Friday of the month on Lisbon 

Street in Lewiston providing entertainment and the opportunity to 

be in the community enjoying art, culture, and dining out at one of 

our many fine restaurants. 
 

The Greater Androscoggin Humane Society (GAHS) held a                     

VaccinaƟon Clinic at Kennedy Park which many residents with 

furry friends take advantage of.  

                                                                                                     

Peƫngill Park, College Street in Lewiston, has become a popular venue for birthday parƟes 

throughout the summer months ‐ booked through AdministraƟon. 

Also, at Simard‐Payne Park’s  

Amphitheater, was a wedding 

with approximately 100 aƩend‐

ing on a beauƟful fall Saturday.  



 

  

 

FRIENDS OF PETTINGILL report the triumphant saga and 
return of the Peƫngill School sign 

The Peƫngill Elementary School stone sign that once 

adorned the top of the former school for several                 

decades has finally come home again to Peƫngill 

School Park.  Thanks to Tom Fylstra and his students 

and assistants at Lewiston Regional Technical Center 

for building the brick base – and thanks to Tom                

Simpson and Clay Beach and everyone at ColleƩe 

Monuments for the use of the company’s crane to 

lower the sign onto the base.  During the demoliƟon 

of the school, the sign fell two stories and was buried 

under bricks and debris – and yet it survived well 

enough to make a triumphant return.  In the days 

ahead it will be mended and restored.  For more  

photos, see our Friends of Peƫngill Facebook page ‐ 

hƩps://www.facebook.com/FriendsOfPeƫngill/ 

Tom Fylstra of LRTC and Clay Beach of ColleƩe Monuments       

finish up the job at Peƫngill School Park.  

CongratulaƟons to Jerry DeWiƩ, a very civic‐minded and                    

acƟvely engaged veteran within the City of Lewiston! At the 

8/24/19 NaƟonal ConvenƟon of American Veterans (AMVETS) 

held in Kentucky,  Jerry DeWiƩ was named as the NaƟonal 

Commander of the Year for “his leadership and AMVETS pro‐

grams in Maine.” This is the second Ɵme DeWiƩ has been 

named NaƟonal Commander in the last three years. All 50 

state commanders are considered for this presƟgious award! 

NOTIFY ME  

www.lewistonmaine.gov 

You Can Sign Up for Information 
on Various Lewiston Topics 

By visiƟng 

www.lewistonmaine.gov/noƟfyme, 

individuals may sign up for email 

and/or text noƟficaƟons about  

various Lewiston topics, to include: 

  parking bans                                                   

  job posƟngs                                            

  news items                                                 

  emergency alerts                                         

  elecƟon results                                             

  service interrupƟons                                  

  bid posƟngs                                                 

  calendar events, etc.  

The sign‐up process is user‐friendly 

with brief easy‐to‐follow direc‐

Ɵons, AND by checking areas of 

interest, you can personalize what 

you want to hear about!  SPECIAL 

NOTE: Be sure to respond to the 

email you receive aŌer you sign up; 

that will enable the sending of your 

news requests. Any quesƟons:   

email: doƫe@lewistonmaine.gov 



 

 

 

 

Check out the 
new lighting in 
Dufresne Plaza 
The Downtown Lewiston              

Association’s (DLA)
newsletter reported on 

the new   light spheres in              
Dufresne Plaza and              

Lisbon Street 

A beautiful enhancement 
to this area.  

Thank you to DLA     
members Jules Patry 

and Carl Sheline for the 
start to this beautiful                  

addition for the holiday 
decorations.  
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Choice TransformaƟon Plan 

Unanimously Approved by                      

City Council 

With a 7‐0 vote, the Lewiston City Council 

approved the Choice Neighborhood                 

TransformaƟon Plan. The proposal is the 

result of a yearlong community planning 

effort through a grant from the U.S.                  

Department of Housing and Urban                  

Development, designed to revitalize                

struggling neighborhoods. The Plan out‐

lines nine goals for reimagining the neigh‐

borhood including: creaƟng a lead‐free                

environment, creaƟng nurturing environ‐

ments for youth, growing individual                           

outcomes, and growing an inventory of                         

healthy housing choices for all.                                       

To view the plan, visit:                          

growingourtreestreets.org.  

Ahmed Sheikh Joins the 

ECD team as an Intern 

Ahmed Sheikh is an intern with 
Economic Development as a grad‐
uate student researcher with the 
Muskie School of Public Service. 

He has been a resident of                    
Lewiston for over 15 years,                 
compleƟng his educaƟon in 

Lewiston from elementary school, 
Lewiston High School, and higher 

educaƟon at Bates College.                  
Ahmed is commiƩed to working 
and empowering his community 
through his work in community 
organizing and development.  

As an intern with the City of 
Lewiston, Ahmed is highly                

moƟvated to learn and engage in 
various facets of city                    

planning and management. He 
wants to learn, and engage in our 

growing community.  



 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The City of Lewiston Receives                     

Federal Lead Grant 

The City of Lewiston has received a 2019 OLHCHH 

grant award to conƟnue the work of eliminaƟng 

lead poisoning in our community. The City                    

received a total of $5,206,649, which included 

$4,606,649 through the Lead‐Hazard ReducƟon 

DemonstraƟon (LHRD) program and $600,000 

through the Healthy Homes IniƟaƟve (HHI).                    

Dr. Ben Carson, Secretary of the U.S. Dept. of 

Housing and Urban Development, is a supporter 

of investment in lead remediaƟon and stated,                          

"We take applications from all over the country 

and Lewiston had one of the best applications, 

quite frankly, and one of the reasons that the 

money has increased so much is we recognize 

that this is actually a problem that is solvable."  

Four HUD grants have been shared by Lewiston & 

Auburn since 2002, totaling $10 million in lead 

grant funds for the two cities (not including the 

most recent grant award). The 2017 grant is only 

halfway through its implementation. To date, the 

count for inspected units/ buildings, including 

municipal grant projects and Maine CDC                         

environmental lead investigations, is as follows:  

1,006 Units Inspected at 235 different buildings 

(with an average build date of 1901). 

676 Units Cleared of Lead Hazards at 148                                     

different buildings. 

527 Units Cleared by City implemented grants 
(149 units cleared by MSHA grants or private                    
owner funding).  



 

 Planning & Code Enforcement 

Enforcement AcƟon 

NoƟce of ViolaƟons: 32 

CitaƟons Issued: 8 

Permit AcƟvity ‐ Sept. 2019 

Building Permits: 42                                             
with a reported value of $961,860 

Electrical Permits: 56 

Plumbing: 11 

Commercial Projects                                              
with a value over $250,000‐none 

New Single‐Family Homes: 

9 Matobian Avenue Commons Drive 

19 Cortland Way 

13 Macadamia Lane 

Planning Board 

At the Planning Board meeƟng of September 
23rd, the Board took the following acƟon: 

Sent a recommendaƟon to the City Council                  
pursuant to ArƟcle VII, SecƟon 4 and ArƟcle XVII, 
SecƟon 5 of the Zoning and Land Use Code to            
contractually rezone the property at 209 Webster 
Street from Neighborhood ConservaƟon “A” (NCA) 
to Office ResidenƟal (OR) to allow for the develop‐
ment of a 25 unit mulƟ‐family senior housing                   
project. 

 

Historic PreservaƟon Review 
Board 

At the meeƟng on September 5, the Board 
took the following acƟon: 

 Granted ad CerƟficate of Appropriateness to 
Platz Associates for Bates Mills 1 & 2 located  
at 25 Canal Street for exterior improvements, 
including rooŌop mechanical units, new venƟ‐
laƟon louvers in historic window locaƟons, new 
entrance doors and canopies, brick masonry 
and concrete repair, and concrete stain and 
coaƟng. 

 Granted a CerƟficate of Appropriateness to 
Platz Associates for the installaƟon of two              
prototype windows at Bates Mill 5 located at 
15 Canal Street.  These windows will be a close 
representaƟon of the final product and were 
approved so the architects, owner and other 
reviewing authoriƟes can see how the other 
340+ window units will look and make sure all 
of the design and details are agreed upon. 

Board of Appeals 

At the meeƟng of September 4, the Board  

took the following acƟon: 

 Pursuant to ArƟcle VIII, SecƟon 4(10) and 
ArƟcle IX, SecƟon 3 of the Zoning and Land 
Use Code denied the appeal of Mica Adler 
and found that the Code Enforcement                
Official based upon Ms. Adler’s tesƟmony 
did not err in his interpretaƟon of the                   
applicaƟon of the code (i.e. Chapter 18,  
ArƟcle III, Chapter 3, SecƟon 302.4 of the 
Code of Ordinances of the City of Lewiston) 
and found as a fact that there is weed 
growth on the property at 44 Birch Street in 
excess of 12” and is in violaƟon of the                    
ordinance. 



 

        Police                                          
    StaƟsƟcs 

 

 

CALLS FOR SERVICE SEPT 
2019 

Total CFS  3,624 
 

Vehicle Stops  689 
 

CitaƟons  41 
 

WriƩen Warnings  22 
 

Verbal Warnings  626 
 

Adult Arrests  129 
 

Juvenile Arrests  13 
 

Criminal Summonses  57 
 

NarcoƟcs Arrests  11 
 

OUI Arrests  5 
 

Parking Tickets  600 

Fireworks ViolaƟons  1 

DetecƟve Ben Campbell Memorial                        
Lt. St. Pierre, Sergeants Campbell, Clifford, Dumond,                                    

D. St. Laurent, and Officers Collins, C. Johnson, Fecteau,                      
and Zawistowski 

Our officers are involved in the community,                    
interacƟng with residents, aƩending meeƟngs, and 
assisƟng with planning; as well as providing security 

at events and/or acƟvely parƟcipaƟng in them.                          



 

 

 Enforcement                       
During the month, officers were acƟvely      
enforcing traffic violaƟons and radar trailers 
were deployed throughout the city. Sex 
offender noƟficaƟons were distributed. 
Officer Weaver conƟnued to patrol Bates 
College Campus on a mountain bike. 
 

Recruitment 
Officers spoke to several individuals                          
regarding employment. 

MeeƟngs AƩended 

 Masijudul Salaam Mosque 
 Common Ties Board MeeƟng 
 New Mainer Community CollaboraƟve  
 ExecuƟve Androscoggin Community                               

CollaboraƟve 
 
 Lewiston‐Auburn Alliance for Services to the 

Homeless (LAASH) 
 

 Community Partnership for ProtecƟng Children 
(CPPC) 

 

 (Promise) Early Childhood EducaƟon Board 
MeeƟng & ExecuƟve CommiƩee MeeƟng 

 

 Healthy Neighborhoods:  Planning Council, Com‐
munity Engagement, and Ethnic                           
Community Outreach 

 

 CommUNITY Law Enforcement Steering                      
CommiƩee  and SubcommiƩee MeeƟngs 

 

 World Refugee Day Planning 

 Lewiston Auburn Metropolitan Chamber of 
Commerce Business Advisory CommiƩee 

 
 Bates College Students’ MeeƟng 
 Bates College Dean’s Office MeeƟng 
 Bates College Off‐Campus Housing MeeƟng 
 Bates College AcƟve Shooter MeeƟng 
 Bates College Neighborhood AcƟon Group 
 

 Rental RegistraƟon SubcommiƩee MeeƟng 
 Healthy Neighborhoods Mini‐Grant Review 
 Androscoggin CollaboraƟve Retreat Planning 
 Stand Against Racism Planning 
 Poverty Awareness SubcommiƩee MeeƟng 

 Downtown Lewiston AssociaƟon MeeƟng 

 Peƫngill Park AssociaƟon 
 

 City Spirit Council MeeƟng 

 Healthy Neighborhoods Block Party Planning 

Out & About in the Community 

 Pine Street Block Party Sgt. Conley and Officers 
Philippon & Weaver aƩended and parƟcipated 
in this event.  

 Security detail at the 11th annual Dempsey 
Challenge 

 Dempsey Challenge: Admin Support Manager 
Sandy Brown walked the 5K and biked 25 miles 
and Crime Analyst Amy Blaisdell‐Pechmanova 
ran the 10K event 

 Walk to End Alzheimer’s 5K  

 Bus Safety presentaƟons at Farwell, Geiger,                   
Martel, Montello and McMahon 

 Bike to School Day at Geiger 

 Coffee with a Cop Officer Weaver facilitated 
the gathering at Birch Hill Apartments 

 Sgt. Conley and Officer Weaver did outreach 
work to assist individuals experiencing                      
homelessness and AcƟve threat development 
training to the Sun Journal 

 PresentaƟons were given by Officer Philippon 
regarding OUI to Outright L/A and Workplace 
Violence to LA Metro Chamber  

 Officers volunteered their Ɵme to instruct                  
during the weekly CiƟzen’s Police Academy 



 

 Public Works 
Bleachers 

Safety code concerns regarding the bleachers located at the Lewiston AthleƟc Park (L.A.P) 
behind the Lewiston Memorial Armory were brought to the aƩenƟon of the Public Works 
Department.  The bleachers at this locaƟon and one other locaƟon (Randall Road SoŌball 
Complex) do not meet current code and present a fall hazard. The City closed the bleacher 
unƟl they can be replaced for safety concerns.   The City is working with the school depart-
ment to evaluate the bleacher usage at both locaƟons, developing cost esƟmates and look-
ing at possible funding opƟons.    

 

Martel Playground 

The former Martel Elementary School located at 880 Lisbon Street was transferred to the 
City of Lewiston on October 1, 2019.  In preparaƟon for this transfer, Public Works consultant 
inspected the playground area.  Safety concerns were idenƟfied on several pieces of equip-
ment and on the play surface.  The playground was closed unƟl repairs can be budgeted and 
put in place.  Depending on the ulƟmate disposiƟon of the school and the playground, Public 
Works will develop esƟmates and may present a budget item to Council for the upgrades so 
that the playground can be reopened in the spring.   

 

Household Hazardous Waste 

A large volume of waste paint and other hazardous wastes, which are not approved for              
disposal at Lewiston’s Solid Waste Facility per DEP permit, were dropped off next to the 
Household Hazardous Waste Depot when it was closed.   AcƟons such as this can put the 
City on the hook for expensive disposal costs and possible environmental fines.  For proper 
disposal Ɵmes for household hazardous waste, visit hƩps://www.lewistonmaine.gov/720/
Paint-Other-Hazardous-Product-Disposal. 

 

Department of Environmental ProtecƟon (DEP) InspecƟon 

Maine DEP staff made an unannounced site inspecƟon to the Solid Waste Facility’s transfer 
operaƟons (drop-off area, universal waste collecƟon & storage building, refrigerant                 
removal area and scrap metal storage area). The DEP inspecƟon went very well and the area 
reviewed is in full compliance with the applicable state and federal regulaƟons. A wriƩen                
report from this inspecƟon should be forthcoming in the near future.   

 



 

 
City Projects by Glidden, and St. Laurent & Son 

Glidden has completed work on Stanley Street, which included water main replacement, 
CSO separaƟon, and storm drain installaƟon. Surface pavement was placed on 09/28.                 
Glidden’s crews have mobilized and began construcƟng new water main on Campus Avenue. 
Remaining work on this contract includes CSO separaƟon on Campus Avenue, new sidewalk 
on Campus Avenue, and replacement of approximately 550 linear feet of water main on 
Newman Street. Public Works believes construcƟon on this contract should conclude by the 
first weeks of November. 
 

St. Laurent & Son began replacement of approximately 1250 linear feet of sanitary sewer 
main on Peƫngill Street between Main Street and College Street. AŌer replacing the first 
500 feet of sewer main, they hit a remarkable amount of ledge, which has slowed efforts. 
Crews will return to laying sewer main during the week of October 7th. Barring any unfore-
seen circumstances, construcƟon on the Peƫngill Street sewer replacement contract should 
be complete in mid-November. 
 

Paving 

Brown, Bolduc, Fourth, Third, Ross, East, Merrill, and Stanley Streets were paved this month.  
 

Crosswalk for Montello Elementary 

Placed a rapid flashing beacon at BlancheƩe Street to help with crossing East Avenue for                   
Montello Elementary School. 

 

 



 

 September program 
highlights                   

So much Soccer!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

               

 

 

 

 

# find your passion!        

Field Hockey                      
check out  the goalie...she is Justin 

Bisson’s daughter Kaydence 

 



 

 Youth Volleyball 
on the beauƟfully refinished floor!                  

(photo credit Tim DucheƩe) 

 

Recreation is               
committed to               

expanding our             
programs. 

Basketball and Travel League                  
Basketball flyers on the next page. 

 

 

Check out our website for easy 
online registraƟon and payment! 

www.lewistonrecreaƟon.com 



 

 RECREATION basketball information 



 

 Social Services 

 

Housing Expenditures $28,519.00 

Temporary Shelter 0.00 

UƟliƟes $429.17 

Fuel –Heat/all types                               0.00 

Food $3,300.74 

Personal Items $356.75 

Burials 0.00 

MedicaƟons ‐                                

PrescripƟons 

0.00 

Medical Services 0.00 

Diapers/Baby Supplies 0.00 

A total of $32,664.37 was                        

expended in General Assistance in                    

the month of September.  

 

$22,865.34 in reimbursement was 

requested from the State at 70%                   

of the total expenditures. 

 

GA Assisted Summary Client                              

CharacterisƟcs (more than one                            

category may apply per applicant). 

      Ju
s
t th

e
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WORKFARE                          

STATISTICS 

Cases: 31 

Hours Completed: 1,240 

Individuals: 89 

Dollar Value: $13,640.00 

An educaƟonal overview, under‐
standing, and confirmaƟon of                 

understanding, on sexual harass‐
ment have been added to the work 
agreement forms and are signed 
for all workfare referrals. An               

introducƟon to the understanding 
of the behaviors and laws regard‐
ing sexual harassment is required 

before aƩending a                      
workfare site. 

Asylum Pending 38 

Asylum Affidavit 15 

Asylum Granted 1 

ImmigraƟon Review 3 

Able‐bodied Adult 3 

ESL Classes 40 

Employed 6 

Food Stamp                          

Recipients 

40 

Mental Health 16 

Parolee 5 

Immigrant 1 

Refugee 1 

SSI Pending 19 

TANF Recipient 12 



 

 

 

Fraud Cases & Reimbursement                                                            
General Assistance (GA) clients who commit fraud‐ by aƩempƟng to receive GA or that receive GA fraudulently  

are disqualified from receiving any GA funds throughout the state for 120 days. All cases are reported to the                  

Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS) and may be disqualified from receiving Food Stamps for the       

120 disqualificaƟon period. Cases that have already received GA fraudulently are reported to DHHS and to the 

Lewiston Police Department for potenƟal prosecuƟon. 

Individuals who are disqualified for fraud are required to reimburse the amount of GA received which they were 

not enƟtled to. 

Reimbursements from retroacƟve SSI awards, Workers CompensaƟon seƩlements, and other sources are acƟvely 

pursued and tracked, resulƟng  in decreased GA expenditures. 

 

Cases Seen: 137 

New Intakes:  33 

Cases Served: 65 

Asylum Intakes: 1 

Immigrant Intakes: 2 

Refugee Intakes: 1 

Summary of Cases Seen: 

Angola: 26 Congo: 14 Guatemala: 1  

US: 90  Puerto Rico: 1  

Gabon: 1 Mail: 1  Sudan: 1  

Burundi: 2 

 



 

  

 

 

Renters EducaƟonal                   

Workshop 

Renters’ EducaƟonal Workshops are held 
the third week of each month. The maxi‐
mum class size is eight per workshop. A 
translator is available to facilitate in                     
Portuguese and French. The workshop has 
been well received and the informaƟon                    
provided is someƟmes being heard for the 
first Ɵme.  

The workshop educates renters of the  

 dangers of lead paint,                                             

 radon 

 security deposits  

 leases 

 At‐will agreements 

 renter’s rights & responsibiliƟes 

 landlord rights and responsibiliƟes  

 giving appropriate noƟce to your                       
landlord 

InformaƟonal handouts from Pine Tree Legal 
and workshops are formaƩed in English and 
are translated in Portuguese and French.  
 

NutriƟon & BudgeƟng Class 

A NutriƟon and BudgeƟng class hosted by 

Healthy Androscoggin is being offered once 

a month to GA recipients. The class is held  

at City Hall and covers Ɵps on saving money 

while grocery shopping, healthy recipes, and 

reading labels. ParƟcipants receive a cook‐

book, food giŌ card, and resources. 

Homeless in Lewiston               
The Social Services Department has seen                 

145 homeless cases                                 

between 1/1/2019—9/30/2019                          

(209 individuals; including 45 children) 

The ongoing homeless iniƟaƟve and Ɵreless 

work by the LAASH commiƩee members,               

conƟnues to discover new soluƟons for the 

homeless populaƟon in Lewiston. One goal is 

puƫng a system in place to accurately track 

the number of homeless individuals and fami‐

lies in the Lewiston area. Concerned members 

of local organizaƟons, churches, & community 

members have formed a focus group to obtain 

resources and build partnerships to tackle the 

homeless problem in Lewiston.  

With the temperatures dropping, and the  

winter months fast approaching, it is becom‐

ing imperaƟve to open a warming shelter that 

operates at night to shelter homeless individu‐

als that are on the street and exposed to the  

elements.  

There are eight shelters for the homeless in 

the Lewiston & Auburn area. Four are operat‐

ed by local church organizaƟons, one is a      

shelter for domesƟc violence and sex traffick‐

ing vicƟms, one shelter services youth ages                

18‐21, and there is one day shelter that acts 

as a resource and dayƟme warming center 

located at 247 Bates Street in Lewiston. The 

hours of operaƟon are 8:00 AM ‐3:00 PM ‐ hot 

meals, a food pantry, and other resources are 

available.  

Shelter resource lists are available at the              

General Assistance office upon request.                   


