
CITY OF LEWISTON 
 
CITY COUNCIL  AUGUST 13, 2019 

 
REGULAR MEETING HELD IN THE COUNCIL ROOM AT 7:00 P.M. 

 
THE HONORABLE KRISTEN S. CLOUTIER, MAYOR, PRESIDING. 
          
PRESENT: Mayor Cloutier, Councilors Lysen, Pettengill, Rea, Lajoie, Beam and Marcotte, City 
Administrator Edward Barrett and City Clerk Kathleen Montejo. Note: Under the City Charter, 
in the absence of a City Councilor, the Mayor may cast a vote. 
 
Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 
 
The Mayor asked for a Moment of Silence in honor of John Butler who recently passed away. 
Mr. Butler was former member of the School Committee and City Council as well as a present 
member of the Planning Board and Androscoggin County Commission.  The Mayor also asked 
residents to keep in mind the ten-year old boy who was recently hit by a car while crossing 
Sabattus Street. 
      
RECOGNITION OF THE LEWISTON 10U GIRLS ALL-STAR SOFTBALL TEAM ON 

THEIR RECENT CHAMPIONSHIP WIN IN THE MAINE STATE BABE RUTH 
SOFTBALL 10 AND UNDER TOURNAMENT 

 
Due to a scheduling conflict, this item was postponed to the next City Council meeting. 

 
PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD 

 
No members of the public offered comment at this time. 
 

AUTHORIZATION TO ACCEPT TRANSFER OF FORFEITURE FUNDS 
 

VOTE (168-2019) 
Motion by Councilor Lysen, seconded by Councilor Pettengill: 
 
That pursuant to Title 15, Maine Revised Statutes Annotated, Section 5824(3) and Section 
5822(4)(A), the City Council hereby acknowledges and approves of the transfer of $2,443.00 or 
any portion thereof, in the case of the State of Maine vs. Ronald Alston, CR-19-1175 Court 
Records, being funds forfeited pursuant to the court process. It is further acknowledged that these 
funds shall be credited to the ‘City of Lewiston Drug Enforcement Program’ account. 
Passed - Vote 7-0 
 

AUTHORIZATION FOR THE CITY CLERK TO CAST THE CITY’S BALLOT FOR 
THE MAINE MUNICIPAL ASSOCIATION’S EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

AND VICE-PRESIDENT 
 

VOTE (169-2019) 
Motion by Councilor Lysen, seconded by Councilor Pettengill:  
 
To approve the slate of candidates as presented on the Maine Municipal Association’s ballots 
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and to authorize the City Clerk to cast the City’s ballot for the Maine Municipal Association’s 
Executive Committee and Vice-President.  Passed - Vote 7-0 
 

AMENDMENTS TO THE TRAFFIC SCHEDULE REGARDING PARKING 
PROHIBITED ON PORTIONS OF OXFORD STREET AND RIVER STREET 

 

VOTE (170-2019) 
Motion by Councilor Lysen, seconded by Councilor Pettengill:     
 
To adopt the proposed amendments to the Traffic Schedule for portions of Oxford Street and 
River Street prohibiting parking on the one-way sections of both streets.  Passed - Vote 7-0   
 

APPOINTMENT TO THE LEWISTON HOUSING AUTHORITY 
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

 
VOTE (171-2019) 
Motion by Councilor Lysen, seconded by Councilor Pettengill: 
  
To confirm the Mayor’s nomination and to appoint Donna Mathieu, 211 Randall Road, as a 
member of the Board of Commissioners of the Lewiston Housing Authority to be effective as of 
September 18, 2019, said term to expire September 17, 2024.  Passed - Vote 7-0 
 

ORDER AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF A MUNICIPAL QUITCLAIM DEED FOR 
REAL ESTATE LOCATED AT 16 ST. JEROME STREET 

 

VOTE (172-2019) 
Motion by Councilor Lysen, seconded by Councilor Pettengill: 
 
To approve the Order authorizing execution of a municipal quitclaim deed for real estate located 
at 16 St. Jerome Street: 
 
Whereas, the owners, Timothy R. and Kathleen E. Pitman, failed to pay their bills on a timely  
basis for 16 St. Jerome Street (Tax Map 64, Lot 62, Parcel 00-011819); and 
 
Whereas, a tax lien was filed on June 18, 2014 (Book 8934 Page 336) and matured on December  
18, 2018 in the amount of $2,003.81; and 
 
Whereas, payment was received in full; 
 
Now, Therefore, Be It Ordered by the City Council of the City of Lewiston, that a quitclaim deed 
is hereby authorized to release the City’s interest in the property located at 16 St. Jerome Street 
to the owner.  
 
Passed - Vote 7-0 
 

PUBLIC HEARING ON A NEW LIQUOR LICENSE APPLICATION FOR 
PIZZA HUT, 875 SABATTUS STREET 
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Mayor Cloutier opened the public hearing to receive citizen input and comment. No members of 
the public spoke for or against this issue. The Mayor then closed the hearing. 
 

VOTE (173-2019) 
Motion by Councilor Rea, seconded by Councilor Lajoie: 
 
To authorize the City Clerk’s Office to approve a new liquor license application for Pizza Hut, 
875 Sabattus Street.   Passed – Vote 7-0 
 
PUBLIC HEARING ON A NEW APPLICATION FOR A NEW LIQUOR LICENSE FOR 

ORCHID RESTAURANT, 29 LISBON STREET 
 
Mayor Cloutier opened the public hearing to receive citizen input and comment. No members of 
the public spoke for or against this issue. The Mayor then closed the hearing. 
 

VOTE (174-2019) 
Motion by Councilor Lysen, seconded by Councilor Lajoie: 
 
To authorize the City Clerk’s Office to approve a new liquor license application for Orchid 
Restaurant, 29 Lisbon Street.  Passed - Vote 7-0 
 

PUBLIC HEARING ON THE RENEWAL APPLICATION FOR A SPECIAL 
AMUSEMENT PERMIT FOR LIVE ENTERTAINMENT FOR THE ANDROSCOGGIN 

BANK COLISEE, 190 BIRCH STREET 
 
Mayor Cloutier opened the public hearing to receive citizen input and comment. No members of 
the public spoke for or against this issue. The Mayor then closed the hearing. 
 

VOTE (175-2019) 
Motion by Councilor Rea, seconded by Councilor Lajoie: 
 
To grant a Special Amusement Permit for Live Entertainment to the Androscoggin Bank Colisee, 
190 Birch Street.  Passed - Vote 7-0 
 

PUBLIC HEARING ON THE RENEWAL APPLICATION FOR A SPECIAL 
AMUSEMENT PERMIT FOR LIVE ENTERTAINMENT FOR THE CARRIAGE 

HOUSE PLUS, 1119 LISBON STREET 
 
Mayor Cloutier opened the public hearing to receive citizen input and comment. No members of 
the public spoke for or against this issue. The Mayor then closed the hearing. 
 

VOTE (176-2019) 
Motion by Councilor Lajoie, seconded by Councilor Pettengill: 
 
To grant a Special Amusement Permit for Live Entertainment to the Carriage House Plus, 1119 
Lisbon Street.   Passed - Vote 7-0 
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PUBLIC HEARING ON THE RENEWAL APPLICATION FOR A SPECIAL 
AMUSEMENT PERMIT FOR LIVE ENTERTAINMENT FOR SPARETIME 

RECREATION, 24 MOLLISON WAY 
 
Mayor Cloutier opened the public hearing to receive citizen input and comment. No members of 
the public spoke for or against this issue. The Mayor then closed the hearing. 
 

VOTE (177-2019) 
Motion by Councilor Rea, seconded by Councilor Lajoie: 
 
To grant a Special Amusement Permit for Live Entertainment to Sparetime Recreation, 24 
Mollison Way.  Passed - Vote 7-0 
 

PUBLIC HEARING FOR APPROVAL OF AN OUTDOOR ENTERTAINMENT 
PERMIT FOR THE COMMUNITY CONCEPTS DAY IN KENNEDY PARK 

 
Mayor Cloutier opened the public hearing to receive citizen input and comment. No members of 
the public spoke for or against this issue. The Mayor then closed the hearing. 
 

VOTE (178-2019) 
Motion by Councilor Lysen, seconded by Councilor Rea: 
 
To conduct a public hearing on an application for an outdoor entertainment event for the 
“Community Concepts Day in Kennedy Park”, and to grant a permit for an Outdoor 
Entertainment Event, as required by the City Code of Ordinances, Chapter 10, Article 1, Section 
10-3, to the Event Committee for outdoor music for the event to be held at Kennedy Park on 
September 7, 2019 contingent upon positive recommendations from the Police Department, Fire 
Department, Code/Health Officer and Land Use Inspector regarding compliance with all 
regulations and compliance with all City ordinances.  Passed - Vote 7-0 
 
ORDER AUTHORIZING APPLICATION AND ACCEPTANCE OF FUNDS FROM THE 

US DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE – EDWARD BYRNE JUSTICE 
ASSISTANCE GRANT PROGRAM 

 
VOTE (179-2019) 
Motion by Councilor Rea, seconded by Councilor Pettengill: 
 
To approve the Order Authorizing Application and Acceptance of Funds from the US 
Department of Justice – Edward Byrne Justice Assistance Grant Program: 
 
Whereas, the Lewiston and Auburn Police Departments are eligible to apply for a joint Byrne  
Memorial Justice Assistance Grant in the amount of $38,577; and 
 
Whereas, in order to apply for these funds, the City must accept the funds if they are awarded  
and provide opportunities for public feedback and the proposed uses of these funds; and 
 
Whereas, the agencies involved will met and discuss how to spend their portions of this grant as  
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outlined in the attached material from the Chief of Police;  
 
Now, Therefore, Be It Ordered by the City Council of the City of Lewiston that staff is hereby 
authorized to apply for and accept funding through the Edward Byrne Memorial Justice 
Assistance Grant program subsequent to the receipt, if any, of public feedback on the proposed 
uses of these funds. 
 
Passed - Vote 7-0 
 

ORDINANCE, AMENDING THE LAND USE CODE TO CONTRACT REZONE THE 
PROPERTY AT 2 CEDAR STREET –THE CONTINENTAL MILL 

 

VOTE (180-2019) 
Motion by Councilor Rea, seconded by Councilor Lajoie: 
 
To approve introducing the Ordinance, Amending the Land Use Code to Contract Rezone the 
Property at 2 Cedar Street – the Continental Mill – and referring same to the Planning Board for 
a recommendation.   Passed - Vote 7-0 
 
PUBLIC HEARING AND ORDER APPROVING THE ESTABLISHMENT OF BLAKE + 
PINE TAX INCREMENT FINANCING DISTRICT AND PROGRAM, AND APPROVAL 

OF THE JOINT DEVELOPMENT AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE CITY 
AND BLAKE & PINE LP 

 
Mayor Cloutier opened the public hearing to receive citizen input and comment. Paul Gavreau is 
the chair of the Board at Community Concepts and spoke of the need for safe and welcoming 
housing within the community, noting this project will involve hundreds of units. Dana Totman 
said he is a development consultant to Community Concepts and commented on the need for 
safe, decent and affordable housing. The Mayor then closed the hearing. 
 

VOTE (181-2019) 
Motion by Councilor Lajoie, seconded by Councilor Lysen: 
 
To adopt the Order approving the establishment of the Blake + Pine Tax Increment Financing 
District and Program and approval of the Joint Development Agreement between the City and 
Blake & Pine LP: 
 
Whereas, in order receive the required statutory approval and to give legislative force to the  
approval of the Blake+Pine Tax Increment Financing District and Program a public hearing must  
be held to solicit public comment regarding the establishment of the TIF District and  
Development Program at which citizens are given the opportunity to comment on whether the  
district and development program will contribute to the expansion of affordable housing in the  
community, result in the betterment of the health, welfare or safety of residents, and to provide  
an opportunity for any claim by a party that the district or program will be detrimental to that  
party’s property interests and for which substantial evidence of that detriment is produced.  If  
such claim is made the City Council shall determine whether any claimed adverse impact is  
outweighed by the provision of affordable housing or other benefits of the development program;  
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and  
 
Whereas, the required 10 day public notice for the August 13 City Council Public hearing was  
published in the Sun Journal on August 1, 2019; and  
 
Whereas, maps of the proposed district are attached and were presented at the public meeting;  
and  
 
Whereas, the TIF Program will return 50% of the new taxes generated within the district for a  
term of 15 years to the developer, with the other 50% of new taxes generated being paid into  
Lewiston’s General Fund.  Proforma attached and presented estimate that the developer and  
City will each receive $22,253 annually, and $333,796 over the TIF term from the Development  
Program; and 
 
Whereas, creation of the Blake+Pine TIF District and Program are estimated to result in the City  
receiving $7,439 annually in Tax sheltering benefits by reducing the amount of County Taxes  
that the City would have paid, and preserving the level of State Aid for Education and Revenue  
Sharing the City would have lost if the Blake+Pine project is developed without an approved TIF  
District or Program in place; and 
 
Whereas, a draft of the Maine State Housing Authority Affordable Housing and Tax Increment  
Financing Application is attached and was included in the Council Agenda Packet which was  
available to the public four days before the Public Hearing.  The application more thoroughly  
details the TIF District and Program  and included all of the required attachments,  but for  
those that can only be created after the Public Hearing.  
 
Now, therefore, be it ordered by the City Council of the City of Lewiston that The Blake+Pine  
Development District and Program is hereby approved in a form substantially similar to the  
attached, City staff is directed to finish the application reflecting comments received at the  
Public Hearing, and the City Administrator is hereby authorized to execute a Joint Development  
Agreement in form and substance similar to that included in the council agenda packet and to  
submit the complete application and supporting documentation to the Maine Housing Authority  
for approval. 
 
Passed - Vote (Councilors Pettengill and Marcotte opposed) 
 

ORDER APPROVING THE USE OF A PORTION OF THE CITY’S TIPPING FEE 
CREDIT AND USE OF $135,000 IN AVAILABLE DEMOLITION FUNDS TO REMOVE 

SEVERAL DISTRESSED AND BLIGHTED BUILDINGS IN THE CHOICE 
NEIGHBORHOOD PLAN AREA 

 

VOTE (182-2019) 
Motion by Councilor Lysen, seconded by Councilor Rea: 
 
To approve the Order approving the use of a portion of the City’s tipping fee credit and use of 
$135,000 in available demolition funds to remove several distressed and blighted buildings n the 
Choice Neighborhood Plan Area: 
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Whereas, Community Concepts, Inc. is a partner with the City in the development of a  
transformation plan for a portion of the downtown residential neighborhood through the  
Department of Housing and Urban Development’s Choice Neighborhood program; and 
 
Whereas, the transformation plan identifies two strategic replacement sites to target  
redevelopment; and  
 
Whereas, LA Community Housing, a development corporation of Community Concepts, Inc. has  
financed and acquired parcels within the two replacement sites; and  
 
Whereas, LA Community Housing and its partners are committed to redeveloping the  
replacement housing outlined in the Choice Neighborhood Transformation Plan, titled Growing  
Our Tree Streets; and 
 
Whereas, given the conditions of the existing buildings located on 107 Bartlett St, 119 Bartlett  
St, and 43 Walnut St and the outstanding code violations that have persisted under past  
ownership, demolition is necessary; and 
 
Whereas, LA Community Housing is assisting existing residents of these buildings with  
relocation to safer units of their choice; and  
 
Whereas, as a result of a land lease agreement with ReEnergy, the City has an annual tipping fee  
credit of up to 3,000 tons for wood debris and annually uses approximately 1,000 tons of this  
credit; and   
 
Whereas, the City has existing acquisition and demolition funds and experience with safe  
demolitions of such properties;  
 
Now, therefore, be it ordered by the City Council of the City of Lewiston that a portion of the  
City’s annual tipping fee credit and $135,000 from the acquisition and demolition fund is hereby  
authorized to be allocated to support the demolition of 107 Bartlett St, 119 Bartlett St, and 43  
Walnut St in effort to advance the redevelopment plan outlined in the Choice Neighborhood  
Transformation Plan.  
 
Passed - Vote 6-1 (Councilor Marcotte opposed) 
 

ORDER AUTHORIZING THE CITY ADMINISTRATOR TO EXECUTE AN 
EASEMENT TO THE OWNER OF 35 BEECH STREET FOR TRAFFIC 

CIRCULATION, REHABILITATION AND MAINTENANCE, AND 
DRAINAGE OF STORMWATER 

 

VOTE (183-2019) 
Motion by Councilor Rea, seconded by Councilor Lysen: 
 
To approve the Order authorizing the City Administrator to execute an Easement to the owner of 
35 Beech Street for traffic circulation, rehabilitation and maintenance, and drainage of 
stormwater: 
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Whereas, in August 2014, Developers Collaborative purchased 35 Beech Street dba Lewiston  
Mill LLC; and 
 
Whereas, Developers Collaborative is moving forward with plans to redevelop 35 Beech Street  
into 33 units of workforce housing and 10,000 s.f. of commercial space; and 
 
Whereas, historically, the prior owner of 35 Beech Street has used portions of the now City  
owned property at 49 Beech Street for parking and traffic circulation around the building; and 
 
Whereas, civil engineering design for redevelopment of 35 Beech Street has determined that a  
10’ easement across 49 Beech Street between the building and the cross canal is needed to allow  
for vehicle and pedestrian circulation around the building and for rehabilitation and maintenance  
of the structure; and 
 
Whereas, provision of a 6’ wide easement on the east side of the building will allow for a wider  
traffic lane to improve navigability and to allow for space between the building and parking area  
that can be used to provide safer pedestrian passage to the front entrance to the building outside  
of the parking and travel lane areas; and 
 
Whereas, the easement will allow the holder to remove vegetation, grade and pave the easement  
area, and drain stormwater over the easement area; and 
 
Whereas, the holder of the easement will have the responsibility of maintaining the easement  
area;    
 
Now, therefore, be it Ordered by the City Council of the City of Lewiston that The City 
Administrator is hereby authorized to execute an easement across the City owned property at 49 
Beech Street, as described in the attached Easement and its Exhibit A, to the owner of the 
Property at 35 Beech Street. 
 
Passed - Vote 7-0 
 

RECONSIDERATION OF FINAL PASSAGE OF THE LAND USE CODE 
AMENDMENTS REGARDING NURSERY SCHOOLS 

 

VOTE (184-2019) 
Motion by Councilor Beam, seconded by Councilor Marcotte: 
 
To approve reconsideration of the vote taken at the July 16, 2019 City Council meeting regarding 
Final Passage for Land use Code Amendments regarding Nursery Schools. 
Did Not Pass - Vote 2-5 (Councilors Beam and Marcotte in favor; others opposed) 
 

ANNUAL APPOINTMENTS FOR THE LEWISTON-AUBURN COMPANY 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 

VOTE (185-2019) 
Motion by Councilor Rea, seconded by Councilor Lysen: 
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To accept the nominations from the mayor and to elect the following resident to serve on the 
Lewiston Auburn Railroad Company Board of Directors. 

 
Monique Roy, three year term expiring 2022 

Passed - Vote 7-0 
 

VOTE (186-2019) 
Motion by Councilor Marcotte, seconded by Councilor Rea: 
 
To accept the nominations from the mayor and to elect the following resident to serve on the 
Lewiston Auburn Railroad Company Board of Directors. 
 

Bruce Damon, three year term expiring 2022 
Passed - Vote 7-0 
 

REPORTS AND UPDATES 
 
Councilor Rea reported that half of the open positions at the school have been filled.  

 
OTHER BUSINESS 

 
It was requested to have a discussion at the next City Council meeting about the suggestion to 
add a member of the Rental Registration committee to the Housing Committee. 
  

EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 

VOTE (187-2019) 
Motion by Councilor Lysen, seconded by Councilor Rea: 
 
To enter into an Executive Session pursuant to MRSA Title 1, section 405 (6) (C) to discuss an 
Economic Development issue of which the premature disclosure of the information would 
prejudice the competitive bargaining positon of the City.  Passed - Vote 7-0 
 
Executive Session began at 9:25pm and ended at 10:12pm. 
 

VOTE (188-2019) 
Motion by Councilor Rea, seconded by Councilor Pettengill: 
 
To adjourn at 10:13P.M.  Passed - Vote 7-0 
 
A true record, Attest: 
 
 
Kathleen M. Montejo, MMC  
City Clerk 
Lewiston, Maine 


