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CITY OF LEWISTON 
 
CITY COUNCIL  SEPTEMBER 19, 2017 

 
REGULAR MEETING HELD IN THE COUNCIL ROOM AT 6:00 P.M. 

 
THE HONORABLE ROBERT E. MACDONALD, MAYOR, PRESIDING. 
          
PRESENT: Mayor Macdonald, Councilors Lysen, Lajoie, Golden, Bouchard, Cloutier, Beam and 
Lachance, City Administrator Edward Barrett and City Clerk Kathleen Montejo.   
 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 
VOTE (238-2017) 
Motion by Councilor Lysen, seconded by Councilor Lachance: 
 
To enter into an Executive Session pursuant to MRSA Title 1, Section 405 (6) (A) to discuss a 
personnel matter.   Passed - Vote 7-0 
 
Executive Session began at 6:00pm and ended at 6:30pm. 
 
The City Council then held a workshop regarding the Impact of Revaluation on Lewiston with 
our without the Consolidation. 
 
THE HONORABLE ROBERT E. MACDONALD, MAYOR, PRESIDING. 
          
PRESENT: Mayor Macdonald, Councilors Lysen, Lajoie, Golden, Bouchard, Cloutier, Beam and 
Lachance, City Administrator Edward Barrett and City Clerk Kathleen Montejo.  
 
Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 
Moment of Silence. 
 

PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD 
 
Robert Reed, 58 Albert Street, commented on items addressed in the workshop and noted some 
information from the Consultant’s Report prepared by the pro-merger group is incorrect.  He 
noted the report contains Lewiston tax and assessing information that is wrong. 
 

ORDER AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF A MUNICIPAL QUITCLAIM DEED FOR 
REAL ESTATE LOCATED AT 250 MERRILL ROAD 

 
VOTE (239-2017) 
Motion by Councilor Lajoie, seconded by Councilor Lachance: 
 
To approve the Order authorizing execution of a municipal quit claim deed for real estate located 
at 250 Merrill Road: 
Whereas, the owner, Timothy Kivus, failed to pay his bill on a timely basis for 250 Merrill Road  
(Tax Map 137, Lot 6, Parcel 00-000776); and 
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Whereas, a storm water lien was filed on December 6, 2013 (Book 8830 Page 289) and matured  
on June 6, 2015 in the amount of $104.78; and 
 
Whereas, payment was received in full; 
 
Now, Therefore, Be It Ordered by the City Council of the City of Lewiston, that a quitclaim deed 
is hereby authorized to release the City’s interest in the property located at 250 Merrill Road to 
the new owner.  
 
Passed - Vote 7-0 

 
ORDER AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF A MUNICIPAL QUITCLAIM DEED FOR 

REAL ESTATE LOCATED AT 5 FAIRLAWN AVENUE 
 
VOTE (240-2017) 
Motion by Councilor Lajoie, seconded by Councilor Lachance:  
 
To approve the Order authorizing execution of a municipal quitclaim deed for real estate located 
at 5 Fairlawn Avenue: 
 
Whereas, the owners, David J. and Rachel L. Larrivee, failed to pay their bills on a timely basis 
for 5 Fairlawn Avenue (Tax Map 146, Lot 119, Parcel 00-007568); and 
 
Whereas, a storm water lien was filed on December 6, 2013 (Book 8830 Page 122) and matured 
on June 6, 2015 in the amount of $104.90; and 
 
Whereas, a storm water lien was filed on December 28, 2015 (Book 9282 Page 181) and matured 
on June 28, 2017 in the amount of $92.18; and 
 
Whereas, payment was received in full; 
 
Now, Therefore, Be It Ordered by the City Council of the City of Lewiston, that a quitclaim deed 
is hereby authorized to release the City’s interest in the property located at 5 Fairlawn Avenue to 
the owners.  
 
Passed - Vote 7-0 
 

APPROVAL OF ELECTION WARRANT CALLING FOR THE MUNICIPAL 
ELECTION TO BE HELD ON TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 7, 2017; 

RECOMMENDATIONS FROM THE CITY CLERK/REGISTRAR OF VOTERS ON 
ACTIONS NECESSARY TO CONDUCT THE MUNICIPAL AND STATE ELECTION, 

NOVEMBER 7, 2017; AND AUTHORIZATION TO HOLD A MAYORAL RUN-OFF 
ELECTION ON TUESDAY, DECEMBER 12, 2017, IF NECESSARY 

 
VOTE (241-2017) 
Motion by Councilor Lajoie, seconded by Councilor Lachance:     
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Be It Ordered by the City Council that the Election Warrant be issued for the Municipal Election 
to be held on Tuesday, November 7, 2017 for the purposes of electing the positions of Mayor, 
City Councilor and School Committee, as well as a Referendum Question pertaining to the 
Consolidating of Lewiston and Auburn; and        
    
To approve the following recommendation from the City Clerk/Registrar of Voters on actions 
necessary to conduct the Municipal and State Election to be held on Tuesday, November 7, 2017: 
 
A. That the hours for acceptance of registrations in person only, prior to the November 7th 
election, as required by MRSA Title 21A, sec. 122, 6A(2), be set at 8:30am to 4:00pm, Oct. 18  
through Nov 6, 2017. 
 
B. That the names of those persons who register during the closed session for registration shall be 
recorded in accordance with MRSA Title 21A, sec. 122, subsec. 7B, expect the day prior to the 
election when they shall be recorded in accordance with subsec. 7A. 
 
C. Pursuant to Title 21A, sec 759(7), absentee ballots will be processed at the polling place at 
8:00am, 2:00pm, 6:00pm and any and all remaining shall be processed at 8:00pm, if necessary, 
and  
 
To authorize the City Clerk to conduct the Mayoral Run-Off election on Tuesday, December 12, 
2017, if necessary, based upon the results of the November 7, 2017 city election. 
 
Passed - Vote 7-0   
 

APPOINTMENT TO THE LEWISTON HOUSING AUTHORITY BOARD 
OF COMMISSIONERS 

 
VOTE (242-2017) 
Motion by Councilor Lajoie, seconded by Councilor Lachance:     
 
To confirm the Mayor’s nomination and to appoint the following resident as a member of the 
Board of Commissioners of the Lewiston Housing Authority: 
 
Marc A. Pellerin, 22 Pond Ridge Road, term to expire September 17, 2022. 
 
Passed - Vote 7-0   
 

PUBLIC HEARING FOR APPROVAL OF AN OUTDOOR ENTERTAINMENT 
PERMIT FOR THE DEMPSEY CHALLENGE 

 
Mayor Macdonald opened the public hearing to receive citizen input and comment.  No members 
of the public spoke for or against this issue.  The Mayor then closed the hearing. 
 
VOTE (243-2017) 
Motion by Councilor Golden, seconded by Councilor Cloutier:     
To conduct a public hearing on an application from The Dempsey Challenge Committee for 
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outdoor musical concerts to be held at Simard-Payne Memorial Park on October 7th and 8th, as 
part of The Dempsey Challenge, and to authorize a permit for an Outdoor Entertainment Event, 
as required by the City Code of Ordinances, Chapter 10, Article 1, Section 10-3, to the 
organizing committee for the outdoor music concerts, contingent upon positive recommendations 
from the Police Department, Fire Department, Code/Land Use Officer and Code/Health Officer 
regarding compliance with all regulations, and compliance with all City ordinances. 
 
Passed - Vote 7-0  
 
PUBLIC HEARING AND FINAL PASSAGE REGARDING AN AMENDMENT TO THE 

STREETS AND SIDEWALKS ORDINANCE REGARDING THE LOCATION OF 
POLES IN SIDEWALKS 

 
Mayor Macdonald opened the public hearing to receive citizen input and comment.  No members 
of the public spoke for or against this issue.  The Mayor then closed the hearing. 

 
VOTE (244-2017) 
Motion by Councilor Lachance, seconded by Councilor Lysen: 
 
That the proposed amendments to the City Code of Ordinances, Chapter 66 “Streets and 
Sidewalks”, Section 66-8 “Alterations in sidewalks; installing posts, poles or trees”, receive final 
passage by a roll call vote.    Passed - Vote 7-0 
 

PUBLIC HEARING AND FINAL PASSAGE TO CONTRACTUALLY REZONE THE 
PROPERTY AT 2 CENTRAL AVENUE FROM THE OFFICE RESIDENTIAL (OR) 
DISTRICT TO THE NEIGHBORHOOD CONSERVATION “B” (NCB) DISTRICT 

 
Mayor Macdonald opened the public hearing to receive citizen input and comment.  No members 
of the public spoke for or against this issue.  The Mayor then closed the hearing. 
 
VOTE (245-2017) 
Motion by Councilor Bouchard, seconded by Councilor Cloutier: 
 
To approve Final Passage of the amendments to the Zoning and Land Use Code and Map to 
contractually rezone the property at 2 Central Avenue from the Office Residential (OR) District 
to the Neighborhood Conservation “B” District, subject to a contractual agreement. 
Passed - Vote 7-0 
 

PUBLIC HEARING AND FINAL PASSAGE FOR LAND USE CODE AMENDMENTS 
CONCERNING SPACE AND BULK REQUIREMENTS FOR 

ACADEMIC INSTITUTIONS 
 
Citing a conflict of interest regarding her employment, Councilor Cloutier recused herself from 
this item.   Mayor Macdonald opened the public hearing to receive citizen input and comment.  
No members of the public spoke for or against this issue.  The Mayor then closed the hearing. 
 
VOTE (246-2017) 
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Motion by Councilor Bouchard, seconded by Councilor Lajoie: 
That the proposed amendment to Appendix A, Article XI “District Regulations”, section 10, 
“Institutional Office”, of the City Zoning and Land Use Code, concerning regulations for space 
and bulk requirements in this district, receive final passage by a roll call vote. 
 
Passed – Vote 5-2 (Councilors Lachance and Lajoie opposed; Councilor Cloutier abstained) 
 
PUBLIC HEARING AND FIRST PASSAGE REGARDING AN AMENDMENT TO THE 

OFFENSES AND MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS ORDINANCE REGARDING 
UNLAWFUL AND EXCESSIVE NOISE 

 
Police Chief Brian O’Malley provided some background information on this item, citing police 
reports of noise and disruption in these neighborhoods for several years.  He noted there have 
been issued with public drunkenness, public urination and so forth. Mayor Macdonald opened the 
public hearing to receive citizen input and comment.  Maura Murphy, 23 White Street, said this 
has been an on-going issue since the 1990s.  She noted residents cannot sleep on nights when 
parties are occurring, many going until 3-4am. Two Bates College students spoke and asked the 
Council to not view all college students as the same, noting the ordinance is heavy handed and 
this is coming as a complete surprise to the students.  They said they would welcome more police 
presence on campus and the neighborhoods on the week nights and they agree the neighbors 
should not have to deal with loud noise late at night.  Melissa Dunn said a lot of the noise is 
subject to interpretation and the landlords may have not discussed the issues with the students 
who are renting their apartment units. The Mayor then closed the hearing. 
 
VOTE (247-2017) 
Motion by Councilor Lachance, seconded by Councilor Golden: 
 
To change the times referenced in the amendments in Sections A and B to be 7pm instead of 
11pm.  Did Not Pass - Vote 3-4 (Councilors Golden, Beam and Lachance in favor) 
 
VOTE (248-2017) 
Motion by Councilor Lajoie, seconded by Councilor Bouchard: 
 
That the proposed amendment to the City Code of Ordinances, Chapter 50 “Offenses and 
Miscellaneous Provisions”, Article VII. “Noise”, receive first passage by a roll call vote and that 
the public hearing for said ordinance be continued to the next regularly scheduled City Council 
meeting for final passage.   Passed - Vote 6-1 (Councilor Lachance opposed) 
 
PUBLIC HEARING AND FIRST PASSAGE REGARDING AN AMENDMENT TO THE 

OFFENSES AND MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS ORDINANCE REGARDING 
NUISANCE PARTIES 

 
Mayor Macdonald opened the public hearing to receive citizen input and comment.  Bruce 
Noddin, 253 Oak Street, said a lot of the discussion from the previous item pertains to this item 
as well. The Mayor then closed the hearing. 
 
VOTE (249-2017) 
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Motion by Councilor Lysen, seconded by Councilor Bouchard: 
 
That the proposed amendment to the City Code of Ordinances, Chapter 50 “Offenses and 
Miscellaneous Provisions”, Article IX. “Nuisance Parties”, receive first passage by a roll call 
vote and that the public hearing for said ordinance be continued to the next regularly scheduled 
City Council meeting for final passage.  Passed - Vote 7-0 

 
PUBLIC HEARING AND FIRST PASSAGE REGARDING AN AMENDMENT TO THE 

OFFENSES AND MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS ORDINANCE REGARDING 
SEX OFFENDER RESTRICTED ZONES 

 
Mayor Macdonald opened the public hearing to receive citizen input and comment.  Mike 
Pierson, 739 Lisbon Street is opposed to the ordinance and cited past examples of offenders 
getting rehabilitated.  Eric Therault, Melissa Dunn and Heather Everly all spoke against the 
ordinance, citing issues as the need to live with family to help rehabilitate, need to be close to 
downtown to walk to work and so forth.  Steve Asselin, 21 Roland Avenue, stated he is a retired 
corrections officer, is in favor of this ordinance, and cannot even believe there is discussion or 
opposition to it. The Mayor then closed the hearing. 
 
VOTE (250-2017) 
Motion by Councilor Lysen, seconded by Councilor Beam: 
 
To postpone this item to the October 17 City Council meeting.  Passed - Vote 5-2 (Councilors 
Lachance and Lajoie opposed) 
 
PUBLIC HEARING ON AN APPLICATION FROM DANA’S GARAGE, 193 CROWLEY 

ROAD, FOR AN AUTOMOBILE GRAVEYARD/JUNKYARD PERMIT 
 
Mayor Macdonald opened the public hearing to receive citizen input and comment.  No members 
of the public spoke for or against this issue.  The Mayor then closed the hearing. 
 
VOTE (251-2017) 
Motion by Councilor Lachance, seconded by Councilor Bouchard: 
 
To grant an Automobile Graveyard/Junkyard permit to Dana’s Garage, 193 Crowley Road, 
subject to the condition that no more than 1,000 tires may be stored on the property. 
Passed - Vote 7-0 
 

PUBLIC HEARING ON AN APPLICATION FROM MAINE HEAVY EQUIPMENT 
RENTAL, 1445 SABATTUS STREET, FOR AN AUTOMOBILE 

GRAVEYARD/JUNKYARD PERMIT 
 
Mayor Macdonald opened the public hearing to receive citizen input and comment.  No members 
of the public spoke for or against this issue.  The Mayor then closed the hearing. 
 
VOTE (252-2017) 
Motion by Councilor Lachance, seconded by Councilor Lajoie: 
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To grant an Automobile Graveyard/Junkyard permit to Maine Heavy Equipment Rental, 1445 
Sabattus Street.  Passed - Vote 7-0 
 

PUBLIC HEARING ON AN APPLICATION FROM GRIMMEL’S INDUSTRIES, 50 
RIVER ROAD, FOR AN AUTOMOBILE GRAVEYARD/JUNKYARD PERMIT 

 
Mayor Macdonald opened the public hearing to receive citizen input and comment.  No members 
of the public spoke for or against this issue.  The Mayor then closed the hearing. 
 
VOTE (253-2017) 
Motion by Councilor Cloutier, seconded by Councilor Bouchard: 
 
To grant an Automobile Graveyard/Junkyard permit to Grimmel’s Industries, 50 River Road, 
subject to the following conditions:  

1) The hours of operation shall be limited to 7:00am to 5:00pm, Monday through Saturday. 
2) Maintain screening from the Maine Turnpike. 

 
Passed - Vote 7-0 
 
PUBLIC HEARING ON AN APPLICATION FROM THE LEWISTON PUBLIC WORKS 

DEPARTMENT, 424-482 RIVER ROAD, FOR AN AUTOMOBILE 
GRAVEYARD/JUNKYARD PERMIT 

 
Mayor Macdonald opened the public hearing to receive citizen input and comment.  No members 
of the public spoke for or against this issue.  The Mayor then closed the hearing. 
 
VOTE (254-2017) 
Motion by Councilor Lysen, seconded by Councilor Bouchard: 
 
To grant an Automobile Graveyard/Junkyard permit to the Lewiston Public Works Department, 
424-482 River Road.   Passed - Vote 7-0 

 
PUBLIC HEARING ON AN APPLICATION FROM REENERGY, LLC, 38 ALFRED A. 
PLOURDE PARKWAY, FOR AN AUTOMOBILE GRAVEYARD/JUNKYARD PERMIT 
 
Mayor Macdonald opened the public hearing to receive citizen input and comment.  No members 
of the public spoke for or against this issue.  The Mayor then closed the hearing. 
 
VOTE (255-2017) 
Motion by Councilor Golden, seconded by Councilor Bouchard: 
 
To grant an Automobile Graveyard/Junkyard permit to ReEnergy Lewiston, LLC, 38 Alfred A. 
Plourde Parkway, subject to the staff recommended conditions.  Passed - Vote 7-0 
 

RESOLVE, AUTHORIZING THE CITY ADMINISTRATOR TO ENGAGE IN THE 
SERVICES OF NAPOLI SHKOLNIK, PLLC AND TRAFTON, MATZEN, BELLEAU & 
FRENETTE, LLP ON BEHALF OF THE CITY OF LEWISTON WITH RESPECT TO 
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PROSECUTION OF ANY LEGAL CLAIMS AGAINST MANUFACTURERS AND 
DISTRIBUTORS OF OPIOIDS ARISING OUT OF THEIR FRAUDULENT AND 

NEGLIGENT MARKETING AND DISTRIBUTION OF OPIOIDS 
 
VOTE (256-2017) 
Motion by Councilor Lysen, seconded by Councilor Golden: 
 
To approve the Resolve, Authorizing the City Administrator to engage in the services of Napoli, 
Shkolnik, PLLC and Trafton, Matzen, Belleaul & Frenette, LLP on behalf of the City of 
Lewiston with Respect to Prosecution of any Legal Claims Against Manufacturers and 
Distributors of Opioids Arising out of their Fraudulent and Negligent Marketing and Distribution 
of Opioids: 
 
Whereas, in 2015, over 300 million prescriptions were written for opioids, which is sufficient to  
provide every American adult with their own bottle of pills; and  
 
Whereas, opioids have claimed 175,000 lives from 1999 to 2013; and 
 
Whereas, from 1999 to 2010, a four-fold increase in opioid sales paralleled a more than four-fold  
increase in prescription opioid overdose deaths; and  
 
Whereas, in the United States, prescription opioid abuse costs are estimated at $55.7 billion  
annually; and  
 
Whereas, the Maine overdose death rates continue to rise and remain above the U.S. average; and 
 
Whereas, drug deaths in Androscoggin County have increased substantially in recent years and  
now are similar to average rates throughout Maine; and 
 
Whereas, the effects of the opioid epidemic have been felt strongly at the City level where we are  
seeing significant financial costs associated with the rise of opioid addiction; and  
 
Whereas, the actions of companies marketing and distributing opioid drugs have contributed  
significantly to these issues through activities including: knowingly claiming that prescription  
opioids are less addictive and less subject to abuse than other opioid forms; failing to report  
suspicious orders of drugs; misleading marketing practices; negligence; and generally creating a  
false perception of the safety and efficacy of opioids in the medical community; and 
 
Whereas, pursuing a claim against these organizations is intended to recover the City’s costs  
relating to the opioid crisis and to change the practices of those engaged in opioid marketing and  
distribution; and 
 
Whereas, should the City recover damages through these proceedings, it is the intention of the  
City Council that amounts recovered be used to support law enforcement, education, and  
treatment efforts aimed at combating this epidemic; 
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Now, therefore, be it resolved by the City Council of the City of Lewiston that the City 
Administrator is hereby authorized to engage the services of Napoli Scholnik, PLLC and Trafton, 
Matzen, Belleau & Frenette, LLP on behalf of the City of Lewiston with respect to prosecution of 
any legal claims against manufacturers and distributors of opioids arising out of their fraudulent 
and negligent marketing and distribution of opioids. 
 
Be it Further Resolved, that it is the intention of the City Council that any proceeds received from 
the City as a result of these proceedings be dedicated in full to law enforcement, educational, and 
treatment efforts aimed at combating the opioid epidemic in our community. 
 
Passed - Vote 4-3 (Councilors Bouchard, Lachance and Lajoie opposed) 

 
POTENTIAL ACTION ON PERSONNEL ISSUE DISCUSSED IN EXECUTIVE 

SESSION PRIOR TO THE MEETING 
 
It was noted this item can be withdrawn from the agenda because the information is not available 
at this time. 

 
UPDATE FROM THE LEWISTON SCHOOL COMMITTEE REPRESENTATIVE 

 
Councilor Cloutier reported the School Committee approved a change to the LCIP for $60,000 
for the architects work for the Visual and Performing Arts Center, these funds being moved for 
this project instead of a parking lot.  She also noted they reviewed the student dress code and the 
school policy regarding suicide protocol due to the death of a student in September. 
 

REPORTS AND UPDATES 
 
Councilor Cloutier noted she will be absent for the meeting of October 17. 

 
OTHER BUSINESS 

 
Councilor Lachance said the County Budget hearings will be starting up soon. He noted the work 
of the Budget Committee lasts for about 6 weeks and involves all 14 municipalities in the county.  
  
VOTE (257-2017) 
Motion by Councilor Lysen, seconded by Councilor Lajoie: 
 
To adjourn at 10:48P.M.  Passed - Vote 7-0 
  
A true record, Attest: 
 
 
Kathleen M. Montejo, MMC  
City Clerk 
Lewiston, Maine 


