CITY OF LEWISTON
PLANNING BOARD MEETING
Monday, October 23, 2017 — 5:30 P.M.
City Council Chambers — First Floor
Lewiston City Building
27 Pine Street, Lewiston, ME

AGENDA

l. ROLL CALL

Il. ADJUSTMENTS TO THE AGENDA: None
II. CORRESPONDENCE: None

V. PUBLIC HEARINGS:

a) An application submitted by Harriman on behalf of Lewiston Public Schools to
install athletic field lighting on the new high school baseball/field hockey field
between Caron Street and Birch Street and located at 156 East Avenue.

b) An amendment to the Code of Ordinances of the City of Lewiston pertaining
to lodging houses, dwelling units, and the adoption of the Neighborhood
Conservation “B” overlay district including: Appendix A, Article 1l, Section 2,
Definitions; Article 1V, Section 2, Zoning Districts; Article XI, Section 24.
Additional District Regulation Requirements; and, Article XII, Section 11. In-
law apartment standards.

V. OTHER BUSINESS:

a) A de minimis change request for an amendment to the Latulippe
Development: Revision 5.

b) Recommendation requested for land acquisition: 623 Webster Street.

c) Update on concept plan for Cote Park, East Cote Street.

d) Update on Proposed Historic Trail: Museum in the Street.

e) Any other business Planning Board Members may have relating to the duties
of the Lewiston Planning Board.

VI. READING OF THE MINUTES: Motion to adopt the September 25, 2017 draft
minutes

Vil.  ADJOURNMENT

The City of Lewiston is an EOE. For more information please visit our website @ www.lewistonmaine.gov and click on the Non-
Discrimination Policy.



http://www.lewistonmaine.gov/

CITY OF LEWISTON

Department of Planning & Code Enforcement

TO: Planning Board

FROM: David Hediger, City Planner

DATE: October 19, 2017

RE: October 23, 2017 Planning Board Agenda Item 1V(a)

An application submitted by Harriman on behalf of Lewiston Public Schools to install athletic
field lighting on the new high school baseball/field hockey field between Caron Street and
Birch Street and located at 156 East Avenue.

This project consists of installing athletic field lighting on the new high school baseball/field
hockey field being constructed between Caron Street and Birch Street and located at 156 East
Avenue. The construction of the fields was approved by the Planning Board on February 15,
2017. At that time, the only field approved for lighting was the new football field. The Board
granted approval with the condition that athletic field lighting is limited to the football field
unless an amended site plan and lighting photometric plan is submitted for the Planning Boards
approval.

Harriman has submitted an application for the installation of six lighting poles for this field. The
field is located directly across the street from residential dwellings on Caron Street. There will
be two 80’ tall poles with lighting directed away from Caron Street. The other four poles, two
at 70" high and two at 90’ high, surround the remainder of the field. Harriman has indicated the
lighting will be directed downward and shielded on the field to the greatest extent possible.
Article XIIl, Section 4(n) of the Zoning and Land Use Code states that all exterior lighting will be
designed and shielded to avoid undue adverse impact on neighboring properties and rights-of-
way. The applicant has provided illumination summaries for the field and surrounding
properties. One provides horizontal footcandle measurement (light measured with the meter
parallel to the ground). The other is vertical footcandles, the amount of light that lands on a
vertical surface. This measurement is typically used to determine if any light falls beyond the
area being illuminated, which is often the reason for complaints associated with athletic field
lighting. The vertical footcandles plan does show some minor light spillage onto a few abutting
residential properties. Staff has requested Harriman to speak to lighting summaries to assure
the board lighting will not create an adverse impact to the neighbors.

With that in mind, the school held a neighborhood meeting last week inviting property owners
from the abutting neighborhood. City staff was not at that meeting, but has been advised by
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the applicant that only three property owners attended: two generally supportive and curious
about the project and one expressing concerns with the currently approved school and athletic
field project.

The lighting is part of the overall improvements being made on 102 acres of city owned land
referred to as Franklin Pasture. The land is zoned Institutional Office (I0) which allows
academic uses and accessory uses (i.e. athletic fields) as a permitted use. The project meets all
of the space and bulk requirements of the 10 district. The project is subject to development
review approval from the Planning Board pursuant to Article XllI, Section 4 of the Zoning and
Land Use Code.

ACTION NECESSARY

Make a motion that the application submitted by Harriman on behalf of Lewiston Public
Schools to install athletic field lighting on the new high school baseball/field hockey field
between Caron Street and Birch Street and located at 156 East Avenue meets all of the
necessary criteria contained in the Zoning and Land Use Code, including but not limited to,
Article XIII, Section 4 of the Zoning and Land Use Code, and that approval be granted (including,
if any, specific conditions raised by the Planning Board or staff).
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CITY OF LEWISTON

Department of Planning & Code Enforcement

February 17,2017

Frank L. Crabtree P.E., LEED AP BD+C
" Harriman

46 Harriman Drive

Auburn, Maine 04210

Sent by email to: fcrabtree@harriman.com
jlarimer@harriman.com
bwebster@lewistonpublicschools.org

Re: Lewiston Elementary School
Dear Mr. Crabtree:

At the Planning Board meeting of February 15, 2017 the Board found that the application
submitted by Harriman for the construction of a new elementary school and new high school
athletic fields at 145 Birch Street/156 East Ave/400 Bartlett Street meets all of the necessary
criteria contained in the Zoning and Land Use Code, including but not limited to, Article XIII,
Section 4 of the Zoning and Land Use Code and grants approval subject to the following
conditions:

1. Evidence of the DEP site law and wetland alterations approval is provided prior to
issuance of any building permits or construction activity.

2. The Planning Board provides a favorable recommendation for the City Council’s
consideration to permanently transfer city property to the State of Maine for the purpose
of widening Bartlett Street as shown on the “Bartlett Street Off-Site Layout Plan”, Sheet
C100.1, dated 02-03-17 pursuant to Article VII, Section 4(h) of the Zoning and Land Use
Code and that the Council transfer the property prior to any building permits or
construction activity.

3. The applicant work with staff to ensure exterior lighting is meeting the requirements of
the 2009 International Building Code prior the issuance of any building permits or
construction activity.
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CITY OF LEWISTON

Department of Planning & Code Enforcement

TO: Planning Board

FROM: David Hediger, City Planner
DATE: October 20, 2017

RE: Lodging House Amendments

On February 21, 2017, the City Council enacted a moratorium on the issuance of any permits
and/or licenses for lodging houses or dwellings with more than three unrelated persons. The
reason for the moratorium was to provide the city time to investigate and prepare
amendments to various sections of our code with respect to lodging houses. The impetus for
the moratorium involved complaints regarding the number of college students living in
dwelling units and the adverse impacts created by noise, overcrowding, increased parking
demand, etc. On July 8, 2017 the Council voted to extend the moratorium an additional six
months to expire on February 9, 2018. There is a concern that city’s current provisions may
not be protecting the residential character of certain neighborhoods or protecting against
unhealthy or unsafe conditions.

With assistance from the city attorney, staff has drafted amendment that will:

e Establish a definition for “family” and “family member”. Both provide clarification as to
the relationship between occupants in a dwelling unit and the number of unrelated
inhabitants allowed in a dwelling unit.

e Clarifies the definition of “lodging house” and “lodging place” in various sections of the
Code of Ordinances. The definition specifies a dwelling occupied by more than one
family, as defined by the Code to include one person, two or more family members,
and up to three additional individuals, is a lodging house.

e Specifies that a dwelling unit is used exclusively for one family. Otherwise, it shall be
considered a lodging house.

e Adds provisions for the creation of a Neighborhood Conservation “B” Preservation
(NCBP) overlay district. This will be a limited area of the Neighborhood Conservation
“B” (NCB) district that will specifically prohibit the operation of lodging houses in an
effort to avoid adverse impacts (i.e. noise, overcrowding, increased parking demand,
etc.) on the intended residential uses of properties in the area.

e Clarifies the city’s adoption of National Fire Protection Association’s (NFPA) code shall
incorporate the term “family” as defined in Lewiston’s Zoning and Land Use Code.

e Make zoning, fire prevention, and city licensing definitions more consistent with one
another.

e Make city definitions consistent with the National Fire Protection Association (NFPA)
requirements for when a dwelling unit becomes a lodging house unit.

On October 3, 2017, the Council voted unanimously in support of the proposed amendments,
referring the matter to the Planning Board for their recommendation, prior to their second
reading and final action.



It should be noted, the amendment being presented to the Board includes changes to the
Zoning and Land Use Code and the Code of Ordinances. Technically, the Board’s jurisdiction is
limited to those changes contained in the Zoning and Land Use Ordinance; specifically,
Neighborhood Conservation “B” overlay district including: Appendix A, Article 11, Section 2,
Definitions; Article 1V, Section 2, Zoning Districts; Article XI, Section 24. Additional District
Regulation Requirements; and Article XII, Section 11. In-law apartment standards. However,
the amendments to Code of Ordinances, including Chapter 22 Business, Section 22-2.
Definitions; Chapter 22, Section 22-41 Duration of licenses; and, Chapter 38, Fire Prevention
and Protection, Section 38-26 are integral parts of the overall amendment. Together, staff
believes the proposed amendment will assist in protecting the residential character of certain
neighborhoods and protect against unhealthy or unsafe conditions in dwelling units.
Therefore, staff is recommending the Board provide the City Council a recommendation with
respect to all proposed changes.

ACTION NECESSARY

Make a motion pursuant to Article VII, Section 4 and Article XVII, Section 5 of the Zoning and
Land Use Code to send a favorable recommendation to the City Council to amend Appendix A,
Article 11, Section 2, Definitions; Article 1V, Section 2, Zoning Districts; Article XI, Section 24.
Additional District Regulation Requirements; Article XII, Section 11. In-law apartment standard
and Code of Ordinances, Chapter 22 Business, Section 22-2. Definitions; Chapter 22, Section
22-41 Duration of licenses; and, Chapter 38, Fire Prevention and Protection, Section 38-26.



10/03/2017

AN ORDINANCE PERTAINING TO LODGING HOUSES, DWELLING UNITS
AND THE NEIGBHORHOOD CONSERVATION “B” PRESERVATION
OVERLAY DISTICT

Appendix A of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Lewiston, Maine, is hereby
amended as follows:

Appendix A — Zoning and Land Use Code
Article 1. Definitions
Sec. 2 Definitions

Dwelling means any building or structure or portion thereof designed or used for
residential purposes.

1. Single-family detached dwelling. A structure having a length to width ratio of
less than four (4) to one (1), and a minimum horizontal dimension at its
narrowest point of at least sixteen (16) feet and containing only one (1)

dwelling unit fer-eceupation occupied by not more than one (1) family. A
famihy-shallinelude-the If a dwelling otherwise meets these criteria, a single-

family detached dwelling is deemed to include a dwelling occupied by a group
of individuals housed within a "community living arrangement™ which is a
housing facility for eight (8) or fewer persons with disabilities that is
approved, certified or licensed by the State of Maine. A community living
arrangement may include a group home, foster home or intermediate care
facility. A single-family detached dwelling shall not include mobile homes
as defined herein, but shall include any other manufactured housing meeting
these criteria.

2. Single-family attached dwelling. A building containing single-family dwelling
units each with two (2) or more vertical fire separation walls, or one (1)
vertical fire separation wall in the case of a dwelling unit at the end of a group
of attached units; which have no dwelling units above or below them; and
which have no common hallways. If a dwelling otherwise meets these criteria,
a single-family detached dwelling is deemed to include a dwelling occupied by
a group of individuals housed within a "community living arrangement"
which is a housing facility for eight (8) or fewer persons with disabilities that
is approved, certified or licensed by the State of Maine. A community living
arrangement may include a group home, foster home or intermediate care

facility.

Dwelling unit means a room or group of rooms, containing at least three hundred (300)
square feet of living area, designed and equipped exclusively for use as living quarters for
one (1) family including provisions for living, sleeping, cooking, and eating. The term
shall not include hotel or motel rooms or suites, roeming heusereoms individual lodging
house units that do not have kitchen facilities, fraternity rooms, sorority rooms, club or
institutional group rooms, or similar accommodations.
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10/03/2017

Family means one person or two or more family members and, for purposes of this Code,
may also include up to three (3) additional persons residing with them.

Family members mean persons who are within the following degrees of relationship: a
first, second, or third degree relation (parent, child, stepchild, sibling, aunt, uncle, niece,
nephew, grandchildren, grandparent, great grandparent or great grandchild); spouse or
domestic partner or former spouse or former domestic partner; or, parents of the same
child. For purposes of this definition, the term "domestic partners"” means two unmarried
adults who are domiciled together under long-term arrangements that evidence a
commitment to remain responsible indefinitely for each other's welfare.

Lodging house means a dwelling unit occupied by more than one family; or a building or

group of attached or detached buildings containing three (3) or more lodging units for
occupancy for weekly or longer periods of time, with or without board—fercempensation;
-which and W|th or W|th0ut common kltchen or living faC|I|t|es-ma§Ler—may—net—be

boardlng house shall be conSIdered a type of Iodglng house The term 'lodging house"
shall not include any use that falls within the definition of a bed and breakfast
establishment; a dormitory; a hotel, inn or motel; a shelter; or a tourist home.

Article 1V. Establishment of Districts
Section 2. Zoning Districts
Neighborhood Conservation “B” Preservation (NCBP) overlay district

Article XI. District Regulations
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10/03/2017

Section 24. Additional District Regulation Requirements
4) Neighborhood Conservation ““B”” Preservation (NCBP) overlay district

(a) Statement of purpose: The purpose of the neighborhood preservation overlay
district is to promote the stability and improvement of older multifamily
residential neighborhoods by prohibiting the development of new lodging houses
or the replacement, reuse or conversion of existing buildings into lodging houses
in areas in which said uses would result in an adverse impact on the intended uses
of properties in the area impacting residents’ guality of living and the ability of
property owners to improve and increase the values of their properties.

(b) Applicability. The standards of the neighborhood preservation overlay district
shall apply to all land shown on the "Official Zoning Map, City of Lewiston" as
being located within the neighborhood conservation “B” overlay district.

(c) Prohibited uses. Any use permitted by right in the underlying zoning district
shall be allowed in the neighborhood preservation overlay district with the
exception of lodging houses, which are a prohibited use in the NCB overlay
district.

(d) Space and bulk standards. The space and bulk requirements of the underlying
zoning district shall apply in the neighborhood conservation “B” overlay district.

Article XI1. Performance Standards
Sec. 11. In-law apartment standards.

An in-law apartment meeting the following standards shall be considered to be part of a
single- family detached dwelling and shall not be considered to be a dwelling unit in
terms of the space and bulk standards of article XI. In-law apartments shall be permitted
only in those districts where they are allowed uses. Apartments not meeting these
requirements shall be considered to be separate dwelling units and shall meet the use and
space and bulk requirements of article XI:

(3) The person(s) occupylng the in- Iaw apartment must be a ﬁrst—seeenel—et

el’—G}F&F\dB&FEH-Q famllv member of the prlnC|paI occupant(s) of the smgle famlly

home eitherby-bloed-erby-marriage-and-the, and the burden of proof of this

relationship shall be on the homeowner.

The Code of Ordinances of the City of Lewiston, Maine, is hereby amended as follows:

Code of Ordinances, Chapter 22, Businesses

Sec. 22-2. Definitions
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Lodging place Ledgingheuse means a building or group of attached or detached buildings
that is permitted by the City under the Code of Ordinances, Appendix A- Zoning and
Land Use Code as a bed and breakfast establlshment hotel, inn or motel Iodqmq house;
or tourist home , A

Sec. 22-41. Duration of licenses; expiration date. All licenses, except when otherwise
provided, shall be for 12 months' duration and shall expire according to the following schedule:

JUNK COIIECTOrS....c.vvciiceeeecce e November
Lodging place Ledginghouse operator..........cccocevveveriieieennns February

Code of Ordinances, Chapter 38, Fire Prevention and Protection
Sec. 38-26. Codes Adopted

(b) Specific Provisions: The City of Lewiston Fire Prevention Code incorporates by
reference National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) #101, Life Safety Code, 2009
edition; NFPA #80, Standard for Fire Doors and other Opening Protectives, 2010 edition;
and NFPA #220, Standard on Types of Building Construction, 2006 edition. Specific
provisions of the Life Safety Code have been excluded to avoid conflict with the Maine
Uniform Building and Energy Code, and several provisions have been modified to make
the provisions specific to Maine. This section also includes rules governing portable
classrooms and indoor and special pyrotechnic events.

8. For this section and the codes adopted herein, the term “family” has the same
meaning as the term is defined in the Code of Ordinances, Appendix A- Zoning and
Land Use Code, Article 1.

Reason For Proposed Amendments

On February 21, 2017, the City Council enacted a moratorium on the issuance of any permits
and/or licenses for lodging houses or dwellings with more than three unrelated persons. The
reason for the moratorium was to provide the city time to investigate and prepare amendments to
various sections of our code with respect to lodging houses. The impetus for the moratorium
involved complaints regarding the number of college students living in dwelling units and the

Page 4 of 6



10/03/2017

adverse impacts created by noise, overcrowding, increased parking demand, etc. On July 8,
2017 the Council voted to extend the moratorium an additional six months to expire on February
9, 2018. There is a concern that city’s current provisions may not be protecting the residential
character of certain neighborhoods or protecting against unhealthy or unsafe conditions.

The proposed amendments will:

Establish a definition for “family” and “family member”. Both provide clarification as
to the relationship between occupants in a dwelling unit and the number of unrelated
inhabitants allowed in a dwelling unit.

Clarifies the definition of “lodging house” and “lodging place” in various sections of the
Code of Ordinances. The definition specifies a dwelling occupied by more than one
family is a lodging house.

Specifies that a dwelling unit is used exclusively for one family or otherwise, shall be
considered a lodging house.

Adds provisions for the creation of a Neighborhood Conservation “B” Preservation
(NCBP) overlay district. This will be a limited area of the Neighborhood Conservation
“B” (NCB) district that will specifically prohibit the operation of lodging houses in effort
to avoid adverse impacts (i.e. noise, overcrowding, increased parking demand, etc.) on
the intended residential uses of properties in the area.

Clarifies the city’s adoption of National Fire Protection Association’s (NFPA)code shall
incorporate the term “family” as defined in Lewiston’s Zoning and Land Use Code.
Make zoning, fire prevention, and city licensing definitions more consistent with one
another.

Make city definitions consistent with the National Fire Protection Association (NFPA)
requirements for when a dwelling unit becomes a lodging house unit.

Consistency With The Comprehensive Plan

Strengthen neighborhoods & expand housing choice. Promote distinct, safe, and vibrant
neighborhoods with greater access to a diverse range of affordable and market-rate
housing types to meet Lewiston’s evolving population (p.116)

Better Define Lewiston’s Neighborhoods: The City could work with residents to clearly
identify neighborhood boundaries. . . to help build a renewed sense of community for the
residents who reside there (p. 179).

Infill Growth Sectors are areas that are mostly or fully built-out in the City’s historic
development pattern but that still have vacant or underutilized land. Additional growth
and development in these areas is desirable due to the presence of existing infrastructure.
All of these should be rezoned as character-based districts to more easily enable context-
appropriate investment in the City center (p. 125.G-5 Infill Growth Sector).

o Lewiston contains a number of residential neighborhoods, some of which are
within walking distance to the downtown core and others that require a short drive
to access daily retail needs. There is strong support for protecting and
strengthening these neighborhoods that are defined by an interconnected network
of residential streets. Allow infill development and redevelopment in established
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residential neighborhoods that are compatible with traditional development
patterns and densities (p. 128. Character District 3 Suburban Neighborhood).
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CITY OF LEWISTON

Department of Planning & Code Enforcement

TO: Planning Board

FROM: David Hediger, City Planner

DATE: October 19, 2017

RE: October 23, 2017 Planning Board Agenda Item V (a)

A de minimis change request for an amendment to the Latulippe Development: Revision 5.

SurveyWorks, Inc. on behalf of David Langelier has submitted an amended subdivision plan for
lot 9B of the Latulippe Development. This lot is located at the end of East Merrill Road
obtaining it’s frontage off a frontage right-of-way. Lot 9B consists of 5.6 acres and is zoned
Rural Agriculture (RA). Both lots 9A and 9B were approved with specific building envelopes
shown on the approved subdivision plan, limiting the area of development activity on each lot.
This proposed amendment simply increases the building envelope on lot 9B from 1.12 acres to
1.45 acres. The revised envelope contains no wetlands and provides the owner more area and
flexibility in developing the lot. Staff supports the proposed amendment.

ACTION NECESSARY

Make a motion pursuant to Article XIII, Section 4(k) and 5 of the Zoning and Land Use Code to
approve a de minimis change request for an amendment to the Latulippe Development: Revision
5, increasing the building envelope on lot 9B.















CITY OF LEWISTON

Department of Planning & Code Enforcement

TO: Planning Board

FROM: David Hediger, City Planner

DATE: October 19, 2017

RE: October 23, 2017 Planning Board Agenda Item V(b)

623 Webster Street: Land Acquisition for LWCF

Pursuant to Article V11, Section 4(h) of the Zoning and Land Use Code, the board shall review
and make a recommendation to the city council with regard to the acquisition and disposition of
all public ways, lands, buildings and other municipal facilities.

As the Board is aware, the City has been working with the State Bureau of Parks and Lands in
effort to satisfy their requirements related to Land Water Conservation Fund (LWCF) projects
from the 1970’s. These efforts include finding replacement property of equal or higher market
value to substitute for properties no longer in use from when funding was provided in the 1970’s.

In working with the state, it has been determined the city’s acquisition of the parcel at 623
Webster Street would be a suitable replacement for lost land when combined with the abutting
city owned parcel at 325 Alfred Plourd Parkway. The property at 623 Webster consists of 6.19
acres and is zoned Neighborhood Conservation “A” (NCA). The property is assessed at
$131,780; however, it is tax exempt due to MDOT’s use of the site for wetland mitigation
purposes.

Reference should be made to City Administrator Ed Barrett’s memorandum dated October 16,
2017

ACTION NECESSARY:
Make a motion pursuant to Article VI, Section 4(h) of the Zoning and Land Use Code to
send a favorable recommendation to the City Council for the acquisition of 623 Webster
Street (including, if any, specific conditions raised by the Planning Board).
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NEIGHBORHOOD ENTRY

NEIGHBORHOOD ENTRY Jan Blvd, POINT
POINT
Valley RESIDENTIAL
Street NEIGHBORHOOD
s - - - - - =
|
Grovemount
Lane
M =
= [ =
Treemount WETLAND
Drive 185'
I\ B0G BRIDGE OR
BOARDWALK OVER
WETLAND (TYP.}
RESIDENTIAL
> NEIGHBORHOOD SMALL GAZEBO OR
g SHADE STRUCTURE AT
g CREST OF HILL/UPLAND
5
@
=
Swale ; PVP
Lane

LEGEND

6(f)3 PROJECT BOUNDARY -
D 16.57 ACRES EXISTING
(23.1 ACRES AFTER MaineDOT TRANSFER)

- LWCF REQUEST

FUTURE FACILITIES

*RECON WETLAND

PVP  *POTENTIAL VERNAL POOL

"NOTE:

SEE RECONAISSANCE LEVEL SURVEY

DONE BY STANTEC, DATED 2015-05-28.
GRAPHIC SCALE

@%ﬁﬁﬁd’ﬁ

(o e )
1ioch = 00 N

-—-—-—-—-l-ll.f'.ﬂll'
@

ACCESSIBLE TRAIL

THIS MaineDOT
PROPERTY IS
CURRENTLY IN
THE PROCESS
OF BEING
TRANSFERRED
TO THE CITY OF
LEWISTON

ENHANCE

EXISTING
OFF-STREET
PARKING AREA

(3-5 SPACES)

tjid&a

100015 J9isqem

WOODED
] HILL

PROPOSED TRAIL
EASEMENT TO
PRESERVE THE
ENTIRE CORNER
PARCELAS A
POTENTIAL
DEVELOPMENT
SITE

e
Y 4
- N - = ==
ENHANCE EXISTING
OFF-STREET PARKING Alfred A Plourde Parkway
AREA (B-10 SPACES)
RESIDENTIAL

This plan was created using the following data:
Googla Earth aorial from September 2015

Lidar a=d parcel data from ME OGIS
Parcel Data from the Tewn of Lewkston GIS

Department

g

Yarmouth, ME 04038
2078280575

Terrence ), DeWan & Associates
Landscape Architects & Planners

H
§
z

H
i
£

City of Lewiston

Applicant:

325 A.A. Plourde Parkway

Plourde Park
Lewiston, Maine

Sept. 29 2017
=1









tjd&a
PP4 (Left): View looking south near the
crest of the hill.

PP5 (Below): View looking south from the
crest of the hill on the MaineDOT wetand
mitigation site. The hill has sweeping views

, of the surrounding area.




PPé (Above): View looking back North
from the crest of the hill. The surrounding
topography and vegetation create excellent
sound buffers from roads and nearby
neighborhoods

PP7 (Left): View looking west with
wetlands in the foreground and the
MaineDOT mitigation site in the
background.
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PP17: View looking north along the existing clearing with access to the paper street.

PP 16: View looking southeast into the site of the existing paper street access point.
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CITY OF LEWISTON

Department of Planning & Code Enforcement

TO: Planning Board

FROM: David Hediger, City Planner

DATE: October 20, 2017

RE: Proposed Historic Trail: Museum in the Street

Staff has completed the initial installation of wayfinding signs and an informational kiosk next to
the Grand Trunk Depot — Rails Restaurant. Funding has been provided to install additional
wayfinding signs throughout the community. Staff will be working to install additional
wayfinding signs over the next year. However, this funding may be utilized for other types of
signs or banners.

Staff has been meeting for several months with a group interested in promoting awareness of
history in Lewiston and Auburn and using that history to create a high quality walking tour
downtown. Participants in the discussion include Grow L+A, Androscoggin Land Trust, Healthy
Androscoggin, Cities of Lewiston and Auburn, Androscoggin Historical Society, representatives
from Bates College, and Museum LA. The group has come up with a proposal to create a
memorable walking tour in the two cities. The goal is for the signs to be consistent between both
communities, creating a walking trail through both downtowns.

At this time, both cities are considering working with “Museum in the Streets”
http://www.themuseuminthestreets.com/index.html which has a proven record of producing
quality signs that “foster a sense of historical identity, educate, encourage preservation of local
historic sites and promote knowledge of stories, events and traditions”.

Staff will look to work with the various groups identified above in effort to develop captions and
collect images. The challenge with this type of project is in identifying sites, drafting content that
IS interesting and accurate, assembling quality images, and obtaining property owner permission
for the installation of signs when necessary.

Staff has updated the Historic Preservation Review Committee and City Council, both of which
are supportive of the effort. At this time, staff is looking to see if any Board members have
suggestions before moving forward with the project.


http://www.themuseuminthestreets.com/index.html
















Roak Block -- incubatar of shoe companies

Development of New Auburn by Little Androscoggin Water Power Co. -- Barker Mill
Irish Patches -- still visible near Lincoln & Locust St., Lewiston. Also existed in Great
Falls Plaza, Water Street in Lewiston, and elsewhere.

Grand Trunk Depot (Rails Restaurant), trestle (now pedestrian bridge), railroad yard
(now Payne-Simard Park)

Little Canada -- survives on south side of Cedar Street. Also includes Franco Center
(St. Mary's Church), Dominican Block, Marcotte Furniture, mill housing along
Oxford St.

Knight House & Downing Shoe Shop

Island Garden -- amusement park constricted by trolley system on island abave falls.
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