
Amended 11/21/2011 

LEWISTON CITY COUNCIL WORKSHOP & SPECIAL MEETING AGENDA 

Tuesday, November 22,2011 

City Council Chambers 

6:00pm 

Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 
Moment of Silence. 

WORK SESSION 

1. Code Enforcement Update and Review of Potential Properties for Demolition - 30 Min. 

2. Bates Mill #5 Roof Damage- 30 Min. 

EXECUTIVE SESSIONS 

1. Executive Session to discuss Disposition of Property of which the premature disclosure 
of the information would prejudice the competitive bargaining of the City. 

2. Executive Session to discuss labor negotiations regarding the Lewiston Professional 
Technical Unit, Local3855. 

3. Executive Session to discuss Acquisition of Property of which the premature disclosure 
of the information would prejudice the competitive bargaining of the City. 

The City of Lewiston is an EOE. For more information, please visit our website@ www.ci.lewiston.me.us and click on the Non-Discrimination Policy. 



LEWISTON CITY COUNCIL 
WORKSHOP AGENDA 
NOVEMBER 22, 2011 

6:00P.M. 

1. Code Enforcement Update and Review of Potential Properties for 
Demolition - 30 minutes 

Code Enforcement has been reviewing vacant and condemned properties 
and developing a priority list of buildings to be demolished. We would like 
to review this information with you in advance of starting the demolition 
process. 

2. Bates Mill 5 Roof Damage 

During Hurricane Irene, the roof of Bates Mill 5 sustained damage due to 
high winds. That damage has been analyzed and repair options have 
been identified. One part of the roof that was damaged is the section 
currently occupied by FPL and Central Maine Power. We would like to 
review the nature of the damage with you and available options for 
addressing it, including the minimal amount that might be required. 

3. Executive Session - Land Disposition 

4. Executive Session - Union Negotiations 
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Memorandum 

 
TO: Gil Arsenault, Dir. Planning & Code  

 
FR: Thomas E. Maynard, CEO/Constable 
 
RE: Buildings for demolition consideration.  
 
DT: November 17, 2011 

 
This report identifies six vacant properties that are recommended for immediate demolition 
based on their danger to the public, greatest liability to the City, and blight. In order to demolish 
the five privately owned properties the City will need to initiate condemnation proceedings.  One 
of the six properties is owned by the City via a matured tax lien; therefore, condemnation is not 
required. The balance of the properties identified in this report are vacant buildings 
recommended for consideration to condemn and demolish. I should note that there will be 
additional properties in foreclosure that may require condemnation and demolition.  
 

The five following privately owned vacant properties and one 
City tax acquired property are recommended for 

immediate demolition 
 

 
Priority Demolition 

305 Bates Street is a long time vacant and foreclosed building condemned on October 20, 
2009. It has suffered severe deterioration with multiple water leaks causing an 
extraordinary amount of mold. It was converted from 5 to 4 units just prior to foreclosure.   
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Priority Demolition 

220 Park St. is a 4 unit building condemned on July 2, 2010. 
 

 
 
 
 

Priority Demolition 
81 Lincoln Street is a building was condemned on June 23, 2011 and recently vacated. It 
is on its own lot consisting of 3 units. The building is severely deteriorated with corroded 
and leaking drainage pipes, electrical systems not code compliant and means of egress are 
not in compliance with the NFPA Life Safety Code. There is little potential for this 
building to be repaired and brought into compliance with Code. The City is pursuing the 
acquisition of properties in the vicinity for future economic growth opportunities.   
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Priority Demolition 

10 College Street is a 6 unit apartment building and has been vacant for an extended 
period of time. It was condemned on January 8, 2009, has suffered severe deteriorated 
and has not been maintained.   

 
 
 

Priority Demolition 
67 Oak Street was found vacant and was subsequently condemned on December 17, 
2010. The rear porches and associated structural elements are in very poor condition. It is 
on its own lot consisting of 3 units.  

 
 

Priority Demolition 
233 Blake Street is a single family home on its own lot and was condemned due to the 
electricity being disconnected for failure to pay on July 18, 2009. It has remained vacant 
and has been tax acquired by the City. 
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The following buildings are recommended for consideration to 

condemn and demolish 
 

7 Lincoln Drive was condemned on August 21, 2008. The owners abandoned the 
building due its structural deficiencies and danger. It is on Franklin Property Trust leased 
land and is single family dwelling. 

 
 
 
162 Oxford Street was condemned on April 14, 2009 and is dangerously dilapidated. The 
owner had planned on renovating it and gave up the project. It is on Franklin Property 
Trust land and is a single family dwelling. 

 
 

 
251 Lincoln Street came to our attention after it was found vacant and severely 
deteriorated. It is on Franklin Property Trust land consisting of 3 units. 
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266 Lincoln Street is vacant and in poor condition. It is a 2 unit building. 

 
 
 
264 Lincoln Street is a single family home on its own lot. The owner began renovations 
then leaving the property and will not be returning. It was condemned on June 23, 2011. 

 
 
 

28 Wakefield is a deteriorated 4 unit apartment building condemned on August 5, 2011.  
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357 Sabattus Street is a severely deteriorated 3 unit building which was found vacant and 
condemned on April 22, 2011.  

 
 
 
248 Lincoln Street is a single family home on Franklin Properties Trust land. It was 
purchased by an LLC out of Gorham Main with the intentions of rehabbing for market. It 
was left gutted and subsequently condemned January 28, 2010. The City tax lien will 
mature in December of 2011 resulting in the City owning the property.  

 
 
 
147 Sabattus Street is a long time vacant 10 unit property. It was vacated then condemned 
on February 27, 2009.  
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27 Thorn Ave. was condemned July 29, 2011 as a blighted and dangerous building due to 
roof leaks and collapsing structural elements.  

 
 

 
226 Oak Street is a 4 unit building condemned on April 26, 2011 and subsequently 
vacated. It has 4 units on its own land. The order requires the building to be repaired or 
demolished by July 30, 2011.  

 
 
 

48 Tampa Street is a 4 unit property on a relatively large lot. It was condemned 
November 7, 2008. It has suffered a roof leak and substantial interior damage including 
mold. The sale of its lot may offset the cost of demolition due to its size.   
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18 King Avenue is a 3 unit in a seriously dilapidated state requiring major reconstruction 
to repair. It was condemned on January 10, 2010.  I have been in contact with the 
property preservation company, the owner/bank, and a potential buyer who wants to 
make substantial repairs.   

 
 
 
76 Irwin Street is a single family home, on its own lot, renovation/flip project that failed. 
It was condemned on June 26, 2009. Real estate agent, Laurie Brady, showed the 
property next door which is on the market. She advised that the potential new owner 
would purchase this lot after demolition if available. The agent handling this for the bank 
and HUD foreclosure is Dan Patry of Old Orchard Beach.  

 
 
 
25 Lucille Avenue is a single family home on its own lot in the process of foreclosure. It 
was vacated and condemned on August 5, 2010. The neighbor, Lucien Clavet, stated he 
would gladly purchase the land for the cost of demolition. He’s sick of the headaches this 
property has caused him over the many years. 
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29 Spring Street is a single family home on its own lot. It is severely deteriorated with 
unsanitary conditions developing when inhabited due to sewage back up in the lowest 
basement level. It was condemned on March 31, 2010, is vacant pending foreclosure. 

`  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5 Peter Blvd. is a severely deteriorated single family home. It has been unoccupied for 
several years. The neighbor, Dick Dufault has been concerned about this property. He has 
stated that he would buy the lot if available.  
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48 Howe Street came to our attention via the Lewiston Fire Department and the City’s 
Water Department responding to a broken water pipe. It was found that the owners had 
not been staying at the premises due to lack of fuel. They left the oven on to heat the 
upstairs apartment for the benefit of several cats. It was condemned on January 10, 2011 
and has been subsequently vacant. It has 3 units on its own lot. There are no tenants in the 
building. One owner, Carol Anne Lemieux, has been placed at Russell Park Manor and 
the office of Elder Services Maine Department of Health & Human Services, “DHHS,” 
has been appointed guardian. The other listed owner, Robert long, has been reported by 
DHHS as washing his hands of the property and not being involved any further.  
Elizabeth A. Miller, Estate Management with DHHS, has expressed concern that the 
building presents a liability to the State despite it not having transferred ownership to the 
State. She advised that there is a 99,000.00 dollar mortgage on the building and that they 
were hoping for a short sale. After having the building evaluated, there would be a cost of 
nearly 30,000.00 dollars to simply clean up the building of debris, water damage and 
mold. They are likely to prefer the City demolish the building.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
80 Shawmut Street is a 3 units building with garages. It is one of the longest vacant and 
condemned properties in the City dating to June 18, 2008.    

 



 11 

 
741 Webster Street is a long time vacant single family home on its own lot that has 
lacked much needed maintenance.  

 
 
 

155 Bartlett Street is an 8 unit building recently condemned on April 26, 2011 and the 2 
only tenants were relocated due to a fire. The condemnation order requires the building 
be either repaired or demolished by July 1, 2011. I have been advised this building is 
pending an insurance claim payout. The intent is to make repairs immediately upon 
receipt of settlement. 

 
 
 
5 Boston Avenue is a 2 family home on its own lot, condemned on December 27, 2010. It 
came to our attention due to broken water pipes. It is vacant and secured. It is in the 
process of foreclosure.  I have been advised that this property has been recently 
purchased and will be substantially rehab. 
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478 Sabattus Street is a single family home on its own lot condemned on November 17, 
2010. It came to our attention due to a family living in it without water. Is presently 
vacant and on the market. 
 

 
 
 
198 Blake Street is a 3 unit building on its own lot. The first floor front apartment had 
been condemned on September 4, 2009 due to the electricity being turned off. It was 
subsequently turned back on and the Condemnation was lifted. The 3rd floor apartment 
was condemned on October 19, 2009 and vacated due to the failing fire escape. The first 
floor rear tenant, Cindy Goslant, has locked it up and maintains it vacant. Tenants are 
managing the building and paying the bills. They have a dumpster for refuse disposal. 
They keep the lawn mowed. On 6/23/2011, they had a tree removed at a cost of 
approximately $600.00 paid by Cindy Goslant to ease the insurance rates for a neighbor. 
She has not been contacted by the mortgage company. Cindy has stated that she takes 
pride in their home and wants to be a good neighbor and to remain indefinitely. The flags 
have been set for the 4th of July. We will be condemning this property and advising all 
tenants to find new rents.  
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178 Holland Street is a 4 unit building on its own lot condemned on October 26, 2010. 

 
 
 
 
112 Holland Street is a vacant 2 unit apartment building on its own lot.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
82 Summer Street is a vacant single family home on its own lot.  
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21 Howard Street is a vacant 3 unit on its own lot. The owner is trying to keep the 
building from foreclosure. It will be condemned.  

 
 
 
3 Shawmut Street is a recently discovered vacant 4 unit building on its own lot. It will be 
condemned.  

 
 
 
114 & 118 Bartlett Street are 2 vacant buildings often referred to as the twin towers. They 
were lead abated, renovated and secured.  
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84 Walnut Street is a vacant building with 8 units on its own lot. It has been identified as 
a lead hazardous building requiring remediation estimated to be about $ 180,000.00. The 
owner has not been paying for management and is attempting to sell. It will be 
condemned and is a strong candidate for future demolition. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
94 Howe Street presently has only 1 tenant in a 5 unit building on its own sizable lot. It is 
owned by the same owner as 84 Walnut without payments being for made for 
management and is attempting to sell. It is also a good candidate for future demolition. It 
has come to our attention Able Property Management has taken this property over and is 
making the necessary arrangements to rent. 
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53 Maple rear/ 91 Knox Streets is the vacant rear 3 unit building which is on the same lot 
as 53 Maple front. It is connected, albeit by a porch, to the front building. The owner 
states it is to be renovated for new tenants. I have included this and the following due to 
the recent Down Town Housing League press conference at this location. Additionally, 
93 Knox Street, the green building, was vacated in order to make repairs and is now 
being re-rented. It has come to our attention these buildings are being prepared for rental. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
‘ 
 
184 Bartlett Street is a vacant 9 unit building on its own lot. It has been “mothballed” 
until major improvements can be made including a new heating system, electrical 
upgrades, plumbing upgrades and interior finish material upgrades. The entire building’s 
outer walls have blown insulation installed.   
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122 Pierce Street was condemned on January 21, 2011 initially due to its primary means 
of egress porches and stairs being in a dangerously deteriorated condition. The owner has 
subsequently given up on this 4 unit building.   

 
 
 
320-322 Bates Street is an 8 unit apartment building which is severely deteriorated. The 
owner’s are giving up and allowing foreclosure. They are unable to continue maintenance 
and heating of the building.  

 

 



LEWISTON CITY COUNCIL 
MEETING OF NOVEMBER 22, 2011 

AGENDA INFORMATION SHEET: AGENDA ITEM NO. 1 
SUBJECT: 

Executive Session to discuss Disposition of Property of which the premature disclosure of the 
information would prejudice the competitive bargaining position of the City. 

INFORMATION: 

The Maine State Statutes, Title 1, section 405, define the permissible grounds and subject matters 
of executive sessions for public meetings. 

APPROVAL AND/OR COMMENTS OF CITY ADMINISTRATOR: 

The City Administrator recommends approval ofthe requested action. 

gt\\?>\~W\~ 

REQUESTED ACTION: 

To enter into an Executive Session, pursuant to MRSA Title 1, section 405(6)(c), to discuss 
Disposition of Property, of which the premature disclosure of the information would prejudice the 
competitive bargaining position of the City. 



LEWISTON CITY COUNCIL 
MEETING OF NOVEMBER 22, 2011 

AGENDA INFORMATION SHEET: AGENDA ITEM NO. 2 

SUBJECT: 

Executive Session to discuss labor negotiations regarding the Lewiston Professional Technical 
Unit, Local3855. 

INFORMATION: 

The Maine State Statutes, Title 1, section 405, define the permissible grounds and subject matters 
of executive sessions for public meetings. 

APPROVAL AND/OR COMMENTS OF CITY ADMINISTRATOR: 

The City Administrator recommends approval of the requested action. 

~~\~Y'l,vv~ 

REQUESTED ACTION: 

To enter into an Executive Session pursuant to MRSA Title 1, section 405 (6) (D) to discuss Labor 
Negotiations regarding the Lewiston Professional Technical Unit, Local 3855. 



LEWISTON CITY COUNCIL 
MEETING OF NOVEMBER 22, 2011 

AGENDA INFORMATION SHEET: PGENDA ITEM NO. 3 
SUBJECT: 

Executive Session to discuss Acquisition of Property of which the premature disclosure of 
the information would prejudice the competitive bargaining position of the City. 

INFORMATION: 

The Maine State Statutes, Title 1, section 405, define the permissible grounds and 
subject matters of executive sessions for public meetings. 

APPROVAL AND/OR COMMENTS OF CITY ADMINISTRATOR: 

The City Administrator recommends approval of the requested action. 

£ 'f\ \3\ \< \"1\ VV\ 

REQUESTED ACTION: · 

To enter into Executive Session, pursuant to MRSA Title 1, section 405(6)(c), to discuss 
Acquisition of Property of which the premature disclosure of the information would prejudice 
the competitive bargaining position of the City. 
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