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Greetings from the City of Lewiston
Each month, this report from the City Administrator’s
office provides a brief summary and update of major
activities, events, projects, and programs that impact
the community of Lewiston. Feel free to send your
comments and suggestions.
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Deputy City Administrator
Director, Labor-Risk Management
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Items of Interest

“Liberty Festival brings entertainment to a
steamy 4th”
(Sun Journal, 7/4/13, 10 PM)

Russ Dillingham
Lewiston Sun‐Journal

“Thousands of people celebrated the Fourth of July
at the Liberty Festival, braving hot, humid weather
to enjoy the fireworks, food and entertainment.
Vendors, bands, and amusement workers had to
contend with temperatures near 90 degrees.”
“The $20,000 fireworks show at Great Falls on the
Androscoggin River was orchestrated by Central
Maine Pyrotechnics. The Liberty Festival, which
operates as a non-profit, receives sponsorship
each year from the Twin Cities, fundraisers, and
sponsorships.”
The community looks forward to this annual
event enjoyed by young and old.
Thank you to all those who make it possible.

Makenna Drouin, 7, of Lewiston holds a sparkler on
the Longley Memorial Bridge between Lewiston and
Auburn as she and thousands of others watched the
annual Fourth of July fireworks display over Great
Falls.
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Public Advisory

See the next page for the state’s advisory
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City Administrator

Edward A. Barre

Fireworks Still an Explosive Subject
From January 1st through July 12th of this year (excluding the July 4th holiday), the Lewiston Police Department
received 187 fireworks complaints. On July 4th alone, an additional 37 calls came in for a total of 224 so far this
year. By comparison, we received 213 fireworks complaints through July 12th of last year (again excluding
July 4th). Calls came from all over the City. The following chart presents data on fireworks complaints from
2008 to the present. Note that the complaints from July 4th are not included in the data below.

While the number of complaints has remained similar from year to year, we saw a far greater number of calls in
the first two weeks of this July (107) than in July of 2012 (59).
By way of comparison, the City of Auburn had 109 fireworks complaints through mid July of this year compared
to 199 complaints during the same period in 2012. Auburn has a total ban on fireworks, while Lewiston permits
fireworks on limited dates and in limited locations.
The City, as well as the Police and Fire Departments, have worked to educate the public about the City
Ordinance regulating Fireworks. Fireworks are allowed only:



On July 4th between 10 a.m. and 10 p.m.; December 31st between 10 a.m. and 1 a.m. the following day;
and January 1st from 10 a.m. - 10 p.m.
Within Zone 1 of the Firearms Discharge Ordinance (see map at: Lewiston Fireworks Discharge Area).
Zone 1 is predominantly rural.

In addition, Fireworks are NEVER allowed:

 On School or City property
 Within 75 feet of a building


Without the permission of the property owner.

The Police Department has now adopted a zero tolerance policy on fireworks violations.
Fireworks can seriously disturb the peace of a neighborhood; frighten pets; and cause anxiety in veterans who
have served in combat. We ask that all Lewiston residents exercise discretion, care, and courtesy in the use of
fireworks and abide by the limitations in the City’s ordinance.
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Assessing

Joseph Grube, Chief Assessor

The City tax rate was officially established at $26.44.
This is the latest tax commitment data in several years due to the budget battle in Augusta.
The positive side… Increasing exemption amounts for eligible taxpayers
 Homestead exemption amounts are $9,100 and result in $240.50 in tax savings.
 Qualifying veterans are eligible for a reduction of $5,460 off their total valuation on their home

which equates to $144.36 in additional tax savings.

Tax bills for Real & Personal Property accounts will be mailed the middle part of August.
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Economic & Community Development
Lincoln Jeﬀers, Director
150 New Jobs Coming to Lisbon Street
Argo Marketing has purchased the long vacant former McCrory’s Department Store. Renovation
work has begun, with 16,000 s.f. being developed for use as Argo Marketing’s corporate offices,
call center, training facility. When complete, Argo expects to employ a total of 225 people and to run
three shifts. On the Lisbon Street and Dufresne Plaza sides of the building, 4,900 s.f. is available for
lease for use as café and/or retail space. Tenant inquiries are welcome.

Bursting at the seams on outer Center Street in Auburn and with a
passionate and loyal following for her incredible artisanal breads,
pastries, sandwiches, and soups, Dara Reimer is adding a satellite
location in downtown Lewiston, where she will serve breakfast and
lunch items. The Bread Shack will move into space recently
occupied by the Daily Grind in the same building as Rainbow
Bike. The move is beneficial for both businesses, allowing John
Grenier to focus on the bike business and for The Bread Shack to
become accessible to more people. The conversion from the Daily Grind to The Bread Shack is
expected to be complete by early September.

Dominican Block Redevelopment Gearing Up
With all of the recent activity in the Bates Mill Complex,
Lisbon Street, and Riverfront Island Master Plan, the
developers of the Dominican Block are gearing up their
efforts to redevelop the building. Built in 1882, it first
served as a school for French Canadian immigrant
children. Over time, it became the social and political
center for the immigrant community. The building is
22,750 s.f. in size, four stories tall, and each floor has high
ceilings and abundant natural light. Plans for the building
call for a variety of mixed uses.
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Simard-Payne Gateway Out to Bid

One of the recommendations of the Riverfront Island Master Plan was to improve the visibility of
Simard-Payne Park with a gateway entrance from Lincoln Street. This past winter, the City engaged
Richardson and Associates Landscape Architects to develop place for a gateway extension of the
park to be located between Lewiston House of Pizza and the former Grand Trunk Railroad depot
building. The project is out to bid, with the award expected in September.
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Finance

Heather Hunter, Director

The City Assessor finalized the tax assessments on August 5th for the FY2014 real estate and
personal property tax bills. The tax bills were mailed to Lewiston taxpayers on August 12, 2013. The
first installment due date is September 16, 2013 and the second installment due date is March 17,
2014. Interest will be charged at an annual rate of 7% beginning on the first day after the
payments are due.
Due to increased costs in education and a reduction in municipal revenue sharing, the tax rate
increased from $25.79 to $26.44 per $1000 for the 2013-2014 tax year. The City of Lewiston has
11,671 real estate tax accounts and 1,435 personal property tax accounts. The total taxes committed
by the Tax Collector $50,004,812. Taxpayers receiving a Homestead Exemption will benefit from an
additional $300 exemption as the amount has increased to $9,100 for FY2014.
Lewiston taxpayers do benefit from state funding through the state municipal revenue sharing
program, Homestead Exemption reimbursement, and state aid to education. Property tax bills have
been reduced by 46% as a result of this progress. The remaining balance of the budget is primarily
funded through property taxes and is utilized to fund the following:

Duplicate tax bills can be viewed and printed from the municipal website at www.lewistonmaine.gov.
The link is found under Treasury Division within the Finance Department. The file is segmented
alphabetically, but may still take some time to download due to its size.
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Fire

Paul LeClair, Chief

MAYDAY, MAYDAY, MAYDAY!! We have a firefighter down!

SEND IN THE RIT TEAM!
RIT stands for Rapid Intervention Team, a team of firefighters
assembled at an emergency scene, fully equipped and in a
ready state, whose sole purpose is to be available to assist
other firefighters immediately when a Mayday (distress signal)
is declared in an emergency situation.
Over the past two months, the Lewiston Fire Department has
been conducting intensive RIT training - with firefighters
pushing themselves to the limit in simulated RIT drills and live
RIT scenarios.
Drills included the following:


Firefighter through the wall drill



Air pack conversions drill



Down firefighter drags and carries drills



Pittsburgh drill www.youtube.com/watch?v=QBZyd2kEl1s
(Click on above link for more RIT details and training)

Honing RIT skills is critical because Maydays are always called
at the extremes and require special skills that are not used
often. While preventing a Mayday is the ultimate goal, unpredictable events happen at fire scenes. That's why it's important
to have well-trained personnel with rapid intervention skills
available for immediate deployment.
A special thank you to Lewiston firefighter Private Johnathan
Adams for lending his expertise as a certified instructor and
conducting the RIT training for the department.

Pictured above are firefighters training ‐
Down Firefigh ng Drags and Carries Drills

87 Bartle St. July 18th—1:30 PM
3rd Floor porch fire. Luckily the fire was easily ex n‐
guished. There was $1,000 in property damage. The
cause of the fire remains under inves ga on.

142 College St – July 18th —8:35 PM
A pile of trash up against a 21 x 27 garage was set on
fire. LFD had the fire quickly under control. The cause
of the fire was determined to be arson and is s ll
under inves ga on.
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Rick Speer, Director

Summer Reading Programs
It is important for children and teens to read over the summer months
(so they return to school with the same level of reading skills as they
left with in June!) The Library does its part to encourage this Summer
Reading Programs in both the Children’s and Teen Rooms. (The prizes
and program support for these efforts are provided by the Friends of
LPL!)
In the Children’s Department: Prizes are awarded for
each week the child achieves his/her reading goal
(minimum to win is two weekly hours of reading, though
some kids sign up for as much as 14). Prizes distributed
during July include 112 paperback books, 79 Sea Dogs
tickets, 219 toys, coupons for 113 pizzas, 50 games of
bowling, 47 DVD rentals, and 32 ice cream cones! Kids
who are successful for at least six weeks are awarded a
tT-Shirt. This year’s design – green with the slogan “This
kid reads past bedtime” -- is a big hit. We’re already seeing our free advertising all over town.
For Teenagers: We had 44 teens who pledged to read at least 3 hours a week for 6 weeks over the
summer. Several have blown through their goals, clocking in 10-15 hours each
week! Teens are encouraged to do the kind of reading they love, whether it’s
novels, poetry, graphic novels, or even reading to younger siblings. Each teen who
completes their goal gets the choice of a small fun weekly prize (an assortment
chosen by the Library’s Teen Advisory Board), or a raffle ticket for a big prize. The
raffle will be drawn the week of August 12th and includes prizes such as soccer
balls, gift cards to Flagship Cinemas and Bull Moose, art kits, and even an iPod
shuffle!
Original Carnegie Library Building Receives Facelift
A crew from masonry contractor Haskell & Hall began work in July on a library facelift. The
110-year-old granite facility that was constructed in 1903 and funded at that time by a grant
from Andrew Carnegie is being brightened by having decades of debris and dirt removed. This
is being done with a power wash and cleaner that is sensitive to the environment and approved
for use on historic facilities. All of the mortar joints are being cleaned and, in a number of
cases, they are being re-pointed with new mortar. The result of all this work will be a facility
that shines and serves city residents for another 100 years!
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Planning & Code Enforcement

Gil Arsenault, Director

Planning Board


On July 22nd, the Board granted approval to Alex Olsen to establish a disc golf course at 455
Grove Street. This 45-acre property also contains Mr. Olsen’s home. This new business will be
called the Devil’s Grove Disc Golf Course



On July 29th, the Board convened a special meeting to discuss the Lewiston riverfront improvements at and adjacent to Simard-Payne Park.

Board of Appeals


On July 17th, the Board granted the request of DBLCC, LLC, c/o David & Chet Clem, for setback relief in order to construct a four-story elevator and stair tower to serve the historic Dominican Block located at 143 Lincoln Street. In that the economy is improving, the Clem’s plan to
complete this project and to begin marketing their commercial rental space.

Enforcement Action
During the month of July, twelve solid waste civil penalties were issued, five law suits were filed,
three dangerous buildings were forwarded to the City Attorney for condemnation hearings for
Council action to be held on September 3rd, and one building was determined to be uninhabitable
and was condemned by staff.

PERMIT ACTIVITY
July 2013


62 building permits with a reported value of
$872,228 (one new single-family home was
permitted)



15 plumbing permits



22 electrical permits

July 2012


55 building permits were issued with a
reported value of $1,423,612 (one new
single-family home was permitted)



14 plumbing permits



31 electrical permits

The highest reported dollar value building
permit was $950,000 in renovations for the
Dempsey Center located at 29 Lowell Street.
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Police

Mike Bussiere, Chief

STATS
JULY

2013

Calls For Service
Vehicle Stops
Cita ons
Wri en Warnings

3550
354
65
144

Verbal Warnings

145

Adult Arrests

215

Juvenile Arrests

24

Criminal Summonses
Narco cs Arrests
OUI Arrests
Parking Tickets

90
9
5
552

Fireworks Viola ons

108

Range Pond Ou ng

Each month, the PD reports on their
stats, training, and community
involvement. It is encouraging to
know that Lewiston’s police officers
are so dedicated and proactive
about engaging with our residents.
-Thank you
July’s Community Involvement
The pictures to the right are just two
examples of the PD’s interaction in
the community. Above is a photo
taken at Range Pond State Park
when Sgt. Ullrich and Officers
Weaver and Griffin took several
children from the Hillview Housing
Complex to the park.

Key Cubby bears presented at the Kiwanis Club mee ng

The photo to the right was taken when Sgt. Ullrich and Officer Griffin attended the Kiwanis Club
meeting at which they were presented Key Cubby bears for officers to provide to children in
distress.
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Community Events, Training, and Meetings

 David Payne Memorial Run

Lt. Cornelio and Officers Kavanagh, J. Martin, and Nadeau participated in the 4th Annual
David Payne Memorial Run
 Personal Safety

Corporal T. Murphy taught personal safety at Lewiston Cross Fit
 Bath Heritage Days

SRO Johnson attended Bath Heritage Days assisting Special Olympians with fundraising
efforts - selling raffle tickets for a new Harley MC
 Wounded Warriors Project

SRO Jacques and Officer Griffin escorted over 400 MCs using the Police MC’s from Portland
to Caribou as part of the Wounded Warriors Project
 Lewiston Unites

Sgt. Ullrich and Officer Philippon attended two Lewiston Unites community forum planning
meetings
 New Mainer Collaborative

Officer Philippon attended the New Mainer Collaborative monthly meeting
 Tenants Meeting

Sgt. Ullrich and Officer Weaver attended a meeting between tenants and Mayor Macdonald
 Cultural Orientation Training

Officers Griffin and Weaver conducted cultural orientation training to newly arriving immigrants
 Downtown Community Litter Clean-up Event

Officers Griffin, Weaver and Philippon attended the downtown community litter clean-up event
 Responding to Resident Complaints

Officer Weaver conducted traffic enforcement in the area of Sabattus Street and Old Greene
Road in response to citizen complaints of motorists running the red light
 Task Force Meetings

Officer Weaver attended the Domestic Violence Task Force monthly meeting and the Elder
Abuse Task Force meeting
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Public Works

David Jones, Director

The rain continued in July, but we did have some nice days to get projects moving. With the budget
finalized at the July 16th City Council meeting, plans for our limited road projects will be kicking in
soon. In the meantime, a lot of the water, sewer, stormwater and CSO projects are well underway.
Here are some specifics for work during the month:

Street/Road & Sidewalk
Improvement Projects

The crews completed the following
workload:
 Paving prep and installed two catch basins

Contracted Projects: The following projects
either are already under construction or soon will
be:
 Walnut Street rehab and sidewalk improve-

ments (Bates Street to Howe Street). Pratt &
Sons is the contractor and construction is
continuing;
 Route 126 Sabattus Street traffic signal

improvements (Main Street to Pond Road).
AD Electric is the contractor and work is well
underway on this $682,114 project (100%
state and federal funds)
 New Freedom Grant—Park Street sidewalk

and ADA access (Oak Street to Ash Street).
J. Pratt is the contractor and MDOT is
managing this project. Work began in July;
 Maine Street Route 202/11/100 highway im-

provements (Memorial Avenue to Stetson
Road)[0.57 mile] with replacement of Stetson
Bridge. Project is scheduled for 2014
construction;
 Maine Turnpike Authority contract to upgrade

the Old Lisbon Road bridge—construction is
underway and the bridge will be closed until
November;
 Paving this month was limited with the budget

being resolved. The only paving occurred on
Gendron Drive as part of that project.

on Goddard Road under the turnpike
overpass;
 General pavement patching at 28 locations

and ongoing pot-hole patrol;
 Maintenance street weeping and catch

basin cleaning continues throughout the
summer/fall;
 Completed the installation of 14 benches

and 8 trash receptacles in Kennedy Park;
 Park maintenance including swing repair

and repair of benches (Potvin Park); soccer
goal installations (Paradis Park); painted
pool filter building and replenished playground chips (Kennedy Park), and gazebo
repair (Ricker Park);
 Crosswalk and stop bar painting around

school zones began early in May and will
continue through the summer with the night
crew coming back on days at the end of
July;
 Roadside mowing began;
 Graded gravel roads;
 Repaired 11 damaged storm manholes and

investigated a major blockage for the crosscountry pipe off North Temple Street;
 Various planting and maintenance of flower

beds and green spaces around the city;
 Completed confined space refresher train-

ing for several more employees.
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two vaults and back to the transmission
main;

Water, Sewer, Stormwater
Upcoming Construction Projects: The following projects are nearing design completion and
expected to be advertised in the next few
months:


Constructing the access drive and
landscaping;

We continue with our increased sampling
efforts at Lake Auburn. So far we have not
seen a recurrence of the algae issue we had
last summer (knock on wood!). This is likely
because of the cloudy, rainy and cooler
summer we have had this year compared to
2012. We are prepared to act if this changes
and an algae bloom threatens the lake again;



Oak Street Sewer & Stormwater improvements, St. Laurent & Son $1,279,259 - work
began in July as well;



Jepson Brook Phase 3 of the Combined
Sewer Overflow (CSO) Sewer/Stormwater
project (five streets on the north side of
Sabattus Street near the intersection with
Russell Street), Gendron & Gendron
$916,039 - work continues;



Bartlett Street water line replacement project
(Adams Avenue to Sabattus Street),
Gendron & Gendron $361,626.35 - work is
underway;



Jepson Brook Phase 4 of the CSO sewer &
stormwater project (south side of Sabattus
Street, Genest to Wildwood Drive),
Longchamps & Sons $597,335 - work is well
underway.

Work performed by the Water & Sewer
crews:


Installation of several chemical and
electrical feed lines and mixing valves;

After completing a terrific job for landscaping
the facilities at Lake Auburn, our in-house
crew took on the job of connecting the new
Chloramine facility on Turner Street in
Auburn to our 24” water transmission main.
This major project included:
Removing 2,000 cubic yards of clay soils;

Repaired two sewer cave-ins.

They did a terrific job and completed the project
in one week with a 24-hour outage of water
when the city relied on the reservoirs for water
supply.


The crew spent many hours cleaning and
disinfecting the water reservoirs at Ferry
Road and Webber Avenue;



Responded to 20 customer concerns
(E-GOVs) and 290 Dig Safe requests;



Crews continued working with contractors
on water main shut downs, temporary water
services and work associated with CSO
projects on Oak Street & Jepson Brook;

Installing two 8’ x 10’ concrete vaults;
Cutting the 24” water transmission line
and installing new 24” ductile iron pipe
from the transmission main through the
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Water, Sewer, Stormwater (continued)


Crews coordinated and worked with
contractors on the above CSO projects;



Ongoing sewer flushing, gate valve cleaning, and operation program, meter reading
and replacement program;

Coming up...the crew will begin a project to
replace a water line on Ware Street.

Buildings


Repairs and restoration of interior walls near
the Pine Street entrance of City Hall were
completed and the work moved to the
ceiling of the main hallway on the first floor;



Upcoming projects include applying fireproof
membrane to the ceiling of the Violation
Bureau’s parking area; painting overhead
doors, shop store area, and Pole Barns at
Public Works;



The Parking Garage crew continued powerwashing all stairwells in the five parking
garages;

Solid Waste
 The truck scales and scale management

system was struck by lightning the night of
July 17th. Electrical components damaged
by the incident were identified and repairs
were made with the system coming back on
line less than five days later. Much of the
cost will be covered by insurance.
A job well done to our crew and support
contractors!
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Recrea on

Maggie Chisholm, Director



Lewiston Senior Citizens: monthly board
meetings, card games including Bingo,
Cribbage, Bridge, Pinochle, and other games

Lewiston Rec Department: Coed softball
tournament, home track & field meet, and
summer sports



Senior Legion Baseball League



Camp Smiles



Track & Field Senior Series



Gymnastics classes: pre-team and team
practices



John Murphy Homes





Andy Valley softball meetings

Lewiston High School Field Hockey
Camp: sponsored by LHS Boosters



Lewiston Police Athletic League monthly
meetings

Activities/Events/Meetings - Armory




American Legion Post 22



VFW-Post 9150 monthly meeting



GOP-monthly meeting



Franco-American War Veterans and
Auxiliary Post 31 monthly meeting

2013 Summer Programs
There are a number
of various programs
offered throughout
the summer for
youth and adults to
register and
participate in.
The following programs are being offered this
summer:

Park Events Scheduled



Camp Smiles & Kennedy Park Aquatics:
breakfast and lunch served through the
Lewiston Nutrition Program

 Liberty Festival: Veterans Park



Summer Track & Field practices

 L/A Arts: Dufrense Plaza



Tennis: youth instructional and adult
leagues



Coed Basketball



Adult Softball Leagues



Girls Senior Travel Softball



Community
Soccer
Programs



Gymnastics

 Farmer’s Market: Lincoln & Main and

Kennedy Park

 Rally North America: Simard-Payne Park
 Americorps: Marcotte Park
 Korean War Anniversary: Veterans Park

Athletic Events Scheduled


Amateur Softball Association State E
softball tournament
continued next column
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WELLNESS INFO & UPDATES
What Happened in July?

Winners were selected from the
employees who participated in the
three-month Walk Challenge

Blood Pressure Screenings
continued and will continue
through September

and the winners are……
The following names were randomly drawn:

August & September Happenings

 Joline Boulay, Code Enforcement

$75.00 Lamey Wellehan gift certificate
 Debra Morin, Fire

$75.00 Lamey Wellehan gift certificate
 Dennis Boudreau, Engineering

The second Weight Challenge
begins on August 5th and will
run through until October

$75.00 Lamey Wellehan gift certificate
 Lila Minkowsky, Police

$75.00 Lamey Wellehan gift certificate
 Sue Charron, Social Services

$30.00 Axis gift certificate
 Ryan Barnes, Engineering

Gym bag

Lunch & Learn on August 22
Homeopathic practitioner Stephen Kottler, HMC,
will present a discussion on Homeopathy at a
Lunch & Learn session on Thursday,
August 22nd at 11:30 AM & 12:30 PM

 Trudy Duval, Auditing

Gym bag

The walkers logged:



3,908.49 miles

913 hours 37 minutes


7,835,77 steps

Skin Cancer Screening
A representative from the
Dempsey Center came in
to screen employees,
hand out information, and
sunscreen! About 40
employees participated.

The L/A Bridge Run will take place on
Sunday, August 25th
The Lake Auburn Half Marathon/5K/Bike Tour
will take place on Sunday, September 8th
AND
Heart Walk will take place on
Sunday, September 15th
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